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@ The Academy of Country Music chalked-up some good network numbers recently for it’s broadcast of 
their annual awards show. The NBC broadcast, produced by Dick Clark, scored a 16.3 rating and a 26 


share in the overnight Nielsen rating. 


@ Alabama became the third act to be honoured as Artists of 
the Decade (Marty Robbins was first honoured in the 60's, 
followed by Loretta Lynn for the 70’s). Buck Owens accepted 
the Pioneer Award. Hank Williams Jr. walked away with his 
third Entertainer of the Year trophy. George Strait and K.T. 
Oslin beat-out competitors for the Male/Female honours, 
The Judds again carried home the Top Vocal Duet award with 
Group honours going to Highway 101. Rodney Crowell and 
Suzy Bogguss were named Top New Male/Female 
performers. Kathy Mattea’s ‘Eighteen Wheels And A Dozen 
Roses’ was named best Song, and No. 1 Single Record. 
Video honours went to Hank Jr. for ‘Young Country’. And the 
top album honours were presented to K.T. Oslin for the RCA 
set, ‘This Woman’. 


@ Kenny Rogers’ new ‘Something Inside So Strong’, album 
currently in record stores is Kenny’s first album with 
Reprise, a division of Warner Brothers, since he returned to 
the label after an absence of 16 years. His NBC-TV special, 
taped at the Johnson Space Center in Houston, with guests 
Dolly Parton and Willie Nelson, aimed May 20. Plans are 
also underway for the Second Annual Kenny Rogers Classic 
Weekend. The event will be a two-hour special airing in 
September. 


Business Briefs: 

@ Kathy Gangwisch and Assoc. has opened a Nashville 
office under the direction of Kent Arwood at 1012 16th 
Avenue, South. the Kansas City, MO, publicity firm handles a 
large roster of country music artists, including Ronnie 
Milsap, who just went with the company . . . Thanks to hard- 
working Jack McFadden of McFadden and 
Associates/Nashville, who took the time to write postcards 
during his recent trip to Europe with Buck Owens, Keith 
Whitley and Lorrie Morgan . . . JoAnn Burnshide has been 
named Marketing Coordinator for Michael Campbell and 
Associates which manages Ricky Can Shelton. Cyndy 
Crabtree, who has been with the Shelton organisation, has 
become Director of Fan Club Operations . .. Mark Carman 
has left the company he founded just three months ago, Mark 
Carman Music Lid., to accept a position as director of 
Nashville operations for Cash Box magazine . . . Neil Pond, 
Editor of Music City News for the past four years, takes up 
residence in Des Moines, IA, this month where he will 
assume a position as a senior writer with Country America, 
the new country lifestyle magazine being taunched by The 
Nashville Network with the lowa-based Meredith 
Corporation. The first issue of the new magazine is slated for 
October . . . Cathy Lehrfeld has been named Director, Public 
relations, for Group W Satellite Communications. Based in 
GWSC’s New York Office, Lehrfeld will be responsible for 
public relations activities for the basic cable program 
service TNN and the new satellite-delivered radio program 
service TNNR .. . Jerry Critchfield has been named 
Executive Vice President, General Manager/Nashville 
Division of Capitol Records. 


@ K.D. Lang has been added to the performance roster for 
the Jamboree In The Hills ‘89 in St. Clairsville, OH. She will 
join the ranks of Willie Nelson, the Charlie Daniels Band, 
restless Heart, Highway 101, Patty Loveless, Louise 
Mandrell, Tom T. Hall, the Bellamy Brothers, Mel McDaniel, 
Mel Tillis, Michael Martin Murphey, George Jones, and 
Kathy Mattea. Tanya Tucker was previously set to perform 
but has cancelled due to the awaited birth of her child this 
summer. Dates for the big festival are July 15-16. 


@ Barbara Mandrell was at Bally’s/Las Vegas May 11-17, 
then moved to Bally’s/Reno May 18-19. She returns to Vegas 
for Bally's in September and November. 


Artists On The Move: 

@ The Kendalls have signed an exclusive agreement with 
Buddy Lee Attractions . . . Paul Overstreet to Bobby Roberts 
Agency . . . Kitty Wells and Johnny Wright to Joe Taylor 
Agency . . . Jimmy C. Newman to top Billing International . . . 
Tom T. Hall, Tim Malchek, Bobby Jones and Royce Elliott to 
World Talent. . . Johnny Russell to Charles Dorris and 
Associates. 


@ Hap Peebles at ICMBA says that Johnny Cash and Waylon 
Jennings, two recent triple bypass artists, are discussing the 
possibility of joining to record an album of gospel songs and 
scripture readings. The idea initially took shape during 
conversations while they were hospitalized in Nashville 
following the heart operations. 


@ Ricky Van Shelton will be the special 
guest of The Statler Brothers for their 


Celebration in Staunton, VA,. 
duly 2-3-4. 


20th Annual Happy Birthday, U.S.A. 


. . Loudilla, Loretta and Kay Johnson 


@ We hear Louise Mandrell was up to some of her usual 
pranks back on April Fool’s Day in Las Vegas; and Ray 
Stevens, headliner at the Desert Inn Hotel and Casino with 
Louise, was on the receiving end. Near the close of selected 
songs, Louise would appear on stage as a character from 
those songs, i.e. the ape in ‘Guitarzan’ asssisted by her 
Spellbound band member, David Ragsdale as Tarzan. On 
‘Ahab the Arab’, Louise dance on stage as harem girl, Fatima 
while two of her ‘harem band members’ joined her. She 
certainly could not let the monster hit ‘The Streak’ go 
unnoticed. Out comes Louise, in skintight pink long-johns, 
streaking across stage . . . on roller skates. Just when Ray 
thought things were back to normal, and he continued the 
show singing ‘the day the squirrel went beserk, in that First 
Self-rightous Church’, a remote-controlled ‘Mississippi 
Squirrel’ carrying a sign proclaiming ‘| Am A Louise 
Mandrell Fan’ enters stage left. Ray loved it, but he warned, 
‘Louise, you're time’s a-comin’ . . . and I’m keeping your 
Mississippi Squirrel’. 


@ Asleep At The Wheel who appeared at the Wembley 
Festival in London at Easter-time, then began April with 
concerts in Frankfurt, West Germany and Zurich, 
Switzerland, wound-up the month with dates at Arizona 
Charlie’s in Las Vegas and Estralla Park in Phoenix. 
TheGrammy Award winning group, whose current Epic single 
is Chattanooga Choo Choo, has a new fan club helmed by 
Shirley Parr and Cheryl Mays, who can be reached at P.O. 
Box 9011, Marietta, GA. 39965. 


@ Roger Miller recently performed for two nights at Cactus 
Pete's Resort/Casino in Jackpot, NV. Upcoming performers 
scheduled in the resort's Gala Room include Eddie Rabbitt, 
Glen Campbell, and Ronnie Milsap. Cari E. Hayden, public 
relations manager for the large casino/hotel complex, 
located just South of the Idaho State line on Highway 93 in 
northeastern Nevada, says Cactus Pete's features nightly 
lounge entertainment, much of which is Country Music. 
Jackpot's population is just 1,200. 


@ 16th Avenue/Capitol Records artist Charley Pride has just 
returned stateside from a forty-two day, 40,000-mile SRO 
concert tour of Australia and New Zealand. While in 
Australia, Charley appeared on the Ray Martin Lunch time 
Show and The Clyde Robertson Show. Both network shows 
aired on Channel 7 in Sidney. The flight to Sidney took 28 
hours and upon arrival, Charley was immediately whisked to 
a press conference and announced that due to immediate 


show sellouts, five more shows would be added to the Gold 


Coast Segment of the tour. Accompanying Pride on the tour 
was new 16th Avenue artist, Neal McCoy. 


@ The Nashville Network viewers had a sample of the new 
Russian ‘glasnost’ this month with two specials highlighting 
Roy Clark's Friendship Tour: USSR. The two one-hour shows 
included rare views of Soviet life: Part | of the tour telecast on 
May 13 and Part ti on May 20. 


@ USO Celebrity Tour: Steve Wariner and Holly Dunn 
appeared at TNN May 26, with repeats on the 27. Wariner and 
Dunn perform at the King Salmon Air Force Base and Kodiak 
Coast Guard Station, then across the Pacific to Japan to 
perform for U.S. soldiers stationed at Shemya, Misawa, 
Sasebo Naval Station, and Camp Zama. The USO Celeb-Tour, 
which aimed earlier on the cable network, staring Patty 
Loveless, will re-air July 15 with some added footage of 
Randy Travis. 


News Briefs: 

@ Ralph Emery and Shotgun Red (Steve Hall) have signed a 
record deal with RCA. . . Paul Overstreet is on tour in Europe 
this month with U.S. concerts on tap for this summer. He will 
perform on the IFCO Show Friday evening, June Sth, winding- 
up the week-long Fan Fair festivities . .. Merle Haggard's 
ex-manager is suing Haggard and six companies (three of 
them Haggard's) for a total of $6-million, according to a 
recent write-up in Variety. Bobby (Tex) Whitson claims they 
have failed to pay him money he is due under a 1985 
agreement which entitled him to 10% of the publishers’ 
share of income received by three of Haggard's companies, 
or about $100,000. Other defendants are Mount Shasta 
Music, Shadetree Music, Arista Music, Wa-We Music, BMG 
Songs and Careers Music .. . Steve Wariner and longtime 
girlfriend Caryn Sever have married, according to a report 
from Robert K. Oermann in The Tennessean. ‘Bill Lloyd of 
Foster and Lloyd married Laura Walter April 4 in the Ryman 
Auditorium in Nashville . . . According to Music Row's Jim 
Bessman, during the recent teaming of the Desert Rose Band 
and Patty Loveless at New York's Ritz, DR’s Chris Hillman 
was so impressed by Patty’s set that he was overheard 
telling her agent, Jim Yelich (of the Halsey Co.), ‘I gotta sing 
a song with her... set it up!’ No word yet on the project. . . 
Dwight Yoakam, who is reportedly about to launch his own 
line of men’s clothing, was recently in Model Magazine, US 
Magazine and In Fashion. And he will have an interview 
coming up in an issue of Playboy. 


Oak Ridge Boys — 


@ Patty Loveless, Ricky Skaggs, Buck Owens, and Dwight 
Yoakam recently co-hosted the Second Annual TNN Viewers’ 
Choice Awards. The cable-cast proved more entertaining 
than many awards shows. And provided some memorable 
and touching moments, including a standing ovation in the 
Opry House for Roy Acuff as he tearfully accepted the 2nd 
Annual Minnie Pearl Award, presented by Ralph Emery, and 
accompanied by ‘Miss Minnie’ herself. Winners were 
selected by 200,000 viewer-calls, dialing appropriate 900 
numbers to register their votes. that’s a 44% increase over 


— Ricky Van Shelton 


Vz 


Randy Travis 


last year’s phone votes. Randy Travis was named Entertainer 
of the Year and his ‘Old 8x10’ earned Album of the Year 
honours. Ricky Van Shelton, this year's biggest winner, got 
three trophies, Male vocalist and his ‘I'll Leave This World 
Loving You’ gamered awards for Favourite Song and Video. 
Reba McEntire was named Female Vocalist. The Oak Ridge 
Boys, working in Las Vegas and unable to attend the show, 
won Group honours with Shenandoah being named the 
Newcomer act. 


Le Reba McEntire 
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JUNE 3rd 

JUNE 10th 
JUNE 18th 
JUNE 25th 
JULY 23rd 


JULY 28th 


REGAL THEATRE, REDRUTH, CORNWALL 
7.30pm BOX OFFICE: (0209) 216278 


BRIERLEY HILL CIVIC THEATRE 
7.30pm BOX OFFICE: BRIERLEY HILI 77225 
MANSFIELD CIVIC THEATRE 

7.30pm BOX OFFICE: (0623) 663085 
SOUTHPORT THEATRE, SOUTHPORT 
7.30pm BOX OFFICE: (0704) 40404 
AMERICANA, NEWARK 4.00pm 

BOX OFFICE: C. JACKSON (0602) 390595 


WIGAN PIER, WIGAN 
BOX OFFICE: C. HURST (0942) 827994 


JULY 29th 
AUG 13th 
SEPT 4/5th 
SEPT 10th 
SEPT 15th 


SEPT 23rd 
OCT 15th 


GATESHEAD LEISURE CENTRE 


BOX OFFICE: J. GREEN (091) 5841997 


LEAS CLIFF HALL, FOLKESTONE 
7.30pm BOX OFFICE: (0303) 53193 


SHREWSBURY 
BOX OFFICE: (91) 236603 


KEY THEATRE, PETERBOROUGH 
7.30pm BOX OFFICE: (0733) 52439 


BECK THEATRE, HAYES 
7.30pm BOX OFFICE: (01) 561 8371 


SANDS CENTRE, CARLISLE 
TOWN HALL, BIRMINGHAM. 


FOR GENERAL ENQUIRIES INFORMATION, PHONE (0952) 593478. 
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NASHVILLE — Country Music stars 
Porter Wagoner and Kathy Mattea will 
host CMA’s 1989 International Show 
during the International Country Music 
Fan Fair. Scheduled for Tuesday, 6 June 
from 10.00am — noon, the 19th edition 
of the International Show will feature 
artists from seven countries. 


@ International acts to perform include Canada’s The 
Walters Family, England's Two Hearts, Norway's Arne 
Benoni, Poland’s Voytek Gassowski, Ireland's Sandy 
Kelly, Brazil’s Jesse’ and Indonesia's Vera Ferial. The 
legendary Jordanaires are slated to sing back-up for the 
artists. 


@ Porter Wagoner, a Country Music master, is notable 
for many things — his flamboyant stagewear, his 
exceptional qualities as an entertainer and his discovery 
and long-time association with Dolly Parton as well as 
Norma Jean, Tammy Wynette and Jeannie Seely to 
name a few. 


@ Wagoner pioneered his way from impromptu grocery 
store performances during his stint as a clerk in West 
Plains, Missouri, to a weekly spot on KWTO Radio in 
Springfield. Later he appeared on ‘The Ozark Jubilee’ 
radio show directed by Red Foley. 


. Seven Acts 


Set For 
Fan Fair 


International 


Show 


@ Wagoner signed with RCA in 1955 and later that 
same year reached the top of the Country charts with 
‘Satisfied Mind’. Since then Wagoner has garnered 85 
hit singles, 30 of those reaching top 10 status. Some of 
his famous: ‘Carrol Country Accident’, ‘Skid Row Joe’. 
‘Company's Coming’, ‘The Cold Hard Facts Of Life’. 
and ‘Green Grass Of Home’. 


@ Wagoner became a member of the Grand Ole Opry 
in 1957. He also hosted his own nationally syndicated 
television show which remained in programming for 20 
years and claimed CMA Vocal Duo of the Year awards 
from 1968 through 1971 with Dolly Parton. 


@ Wagoner will share emcee duties on the 
International Show with Kathy Mattea. She is well- 


known for her recent success with such songs as ‘Goin’ 


Gone’. ‘Walk The Way The Wind Blows’. ‘Love At The 
Five And Dime’, ‘You're The Power’, ‘Train Of 
Memories’, and ‘Eighteen Wheels And A Dozen Roses’ 
Hailing from Cross Lanes. West Virginia. Mattea began 
playing the guitar and performing in church as a 
teenager. A student at the University of Virginia, Mattea 
joined a bluegrass group called Pennsboro. Later she 
headed to Nashville. Mattea’s first job in Nashville was 
as a tour guide at the Country Music Hall of Fame. She 
began singing demos for songwriters and was 
eventually signed to Polygram Records in 1983. Last 
year she was nominated for three CMA Awards and took 
Single of the Year honours for ‘Eighteen Wheels And A 
Dozen Roses’. 


@ The Walters Family of Canada has cut three albums 
to date and they have a video airing on TNN, CMT and 
Canada’s Much Music. During their 1988 summer tour 
at the Big Valley Jamboree in Craven, Saskatchewan, 
they received a standing ovation from 60,000 people 
and signed autographs for three hours afterward 


@ Two Hearts duo Tammy Cline and Little Ginny hail 
from North Humberside and London respectively. Cline 
began her singing career while still at school. ‘Little 
Ginny started her professional singing career at 15 asa 
lead inger with the Ivy BensonAll Girl Band. The two 
recently cut an album in Nashville. Both are veteran 
Country performers throughout Britain 


@ Noray’s Arne Benoni bears a striking vocal 
resemblance to Country Music's late Jim Reeves. 
Benoni records for creative Sounds Records in Norway 
and has four LP's out in Scandinavia on Igloo and Venus 
labels. It wasn't until 1982 that Benoni left his life as a 
Sailor to practice his musical talents 


@ Voytek Gassowski of Poland was born in 1943 in 
Warszawa. He formed his first rockabilly band in high 
school, but the boys were forced to play in secret 
because American music was forbidden in Poland until 
the late 50's. By 1966 he was winning honours for the 
talent he once concealed. Gassowski has two LP's 
released on government record labels titled WIFON 
which went gold and MUSA — POLSKIE NEGRANIA 


@ Sandy Kelly of Sligo, Ireland had her heart set on an 
entertainer’s life by the age of 3 singing at various clubs 
with her parents. Later she joined a band called The 
Jaguars and was on her way. Several bands later. Kelly 
carved her niche in Country Music. She recently 
released her third single with CBS Records and 
completed her first album. 


@ Brazilian artist Jesse’ began singing professionally 
at 13. Jesse’ has recorded in Portuguese. Spanish and 
English. He is not only gifted vocally but is a proficient 
pianist. Jesse's first cut in Portuguese remained at the 
top of several national charts for 12 weeks. 


@ One doesn’t usually think of Indonesia as home fora 
Country Music artist, but itis to Verea Ferial. At 15 Ferial 
performed in public for the first time and just two years 
she had recorded three albums. She has performed for 
the U.S. ambassador to Indonesia and for cultural 
exchanges between the American Embassy and the 
Palace of Central Java. 


@ Fan Fair is co-sponsored by the Country Music 
Association and the Grand Ole Opry. and will take place 
June 5 — 11 at the Tennessee State Fairgrounds. For 
more intormation write: Fan Fair. 2804 Opryland Drive 
Nashville. TN 37214, USA 


\ } 


Two Hearts SE Sandy Kelly 
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ARTIST 
LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 


| DON'T WANT TO SPOIL THE PARTY ROSANNE CASH 
R.CASH,R.CROWELL (J.LENNON, PMCCARTNEY) COLUMBIA 38-68599 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE ® SKIP EWING 
J.BOWEN,S.EWING (S.EWING, D.SAMPSON) MCA 53481 


@ DAN SEALS 
CAPITOL 44345 


LIKE FATHER LIKE SON LIONEL CARTWRIGHT 
T.BROWN,S.SMITH (P.OVERSTREET, D.SCHLITZ) MCA 53498 


YOUNG LOVE {STRONG LOVE) THE JUDDS 
B.MAHER (PE! , ROBBINS) CURB/RCA 8820-8/RCA 
TANYA TUCKER 
CAPITOL 44348 


ON ME 
J.CRUTCHFIELD (G.E.SCRUGGS) 


IF | EVER GO CRAZY @ THE SHOOTERS 
W.ALDRIDGE (W.ALDRIDGE, S.ALDRIDGE) EPIC 34-68587/CBS 


LOVIN’ ONLY ME RICKY SKAGGS 
R.SKAGGS S. BUCKINGHAM (E.STEVENS, H.KANTER) EPIC 34-68693/CBS 


COME FROM THE HEART @ KATHY MATTEA 
A.REYNOLDS (S.CLARK, R.LEIGH) 


a 


for sales ‘of 1 million units. 


MERCURY 872 766-7 


BACK IN THE FIRE GENE WATSON 
P.WORLEY,E SEAY,G.BROWN (R.M.BOURKE, M.REID) WARNER BROS. 7-27532 


EYOND THOSE YEARS @ THE OAK RIDGE BOYS 
J.BOWEN (T.SEALS, E.SETSER) MCA 53625 
WINE ME UP LARRY BOONE 
RIBAKER (F.YOUNG, B.DEATON) MERCURY 872 728-7/POLYGRAM 


HOLE IN MY POCKET RICKY VAN SHELTON 
S.BUCKINGHAM (B.BRYANT, F.BRYANT) COLUMBIA 38 68694/CBS 


IN A LETTER TO YOU EDDY RAVEN 
B.BECKETT (D.LINDE) UNIVERSAL 66003 


SOWIN’ LOVE PAUL OVERSTREET 
J:STROUD (P.OVERSTREET, D.SCHLITZ) RCA 8919-7 


WHAT'S GOING ON IN YOUR WORLD GEORGE STRAIT 
J,BOWEN,G.STRAIT (D.CHAMBERLAIN, R.PORTER) MCA 53648 


* * No.1 
week at No, 


© Recording |industry Assn. Of America (RIAA) certification 


IF 1 HAD YOU 
B.BECKETT, 


ALABAMA (K.CHATER, D.MAYO) RCA 8817-7 
Al 
@I_4 | 6 | a3 | Aranttronet ate © Erin a cbbas cas 
RESTLESS HEART 
RCA 8816-7 


STEVE WARINER 
MCA 53504 

RANDY TRAVIS 
WARNER BROS. 7-27551 


@ CLINT BLACK 
RCA 8781-7 


THE FORESTER SISTERS 
WARNER BROS. 7-27575 


EARL THOMAS CONLEY 
RCA 8824-7 


A RIAA certification for sales of 2 million units. 


| KNOW WHAT I'VE GOT J.C. CROWLEY 
J.LEO,LMLLEE (J.C. CROWLEY, J.SILBAR) 


MERLE HA\ 
DWIGHT YOAKAM 

REPRISE 7-27567/WARNER BROS. 

@ THE DESERT ROSE BAND 


;A/CURB 53616/MCA 
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RONNIE MILSAP 
RCA 8868-7 


JAMES HOUSE 
MCA 53510 
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[© Products with the greatest airplay this week. © Videoclip availability. 


Compiled from a national sample of retail store 
and one-stop sales reports. 
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DWIGHT YOAKAM 
FIGZRL Bao eee BUENAS NOCHES FROM A LONELY ROOM 
LYLE LOVETT mca/curs 42263/MCA (8.98) (CD) LYLE LOVETT AND HIS LARGE BAND 


THE JUDDS @ rca/curs 8318-1/RCA (8.98) (CD) GREATEST HITS 
KATHY MATTEA mercury 836 950 1 (CO) WILLOW IN THE WIND 
SHENANDOAH covumeia 44468/CBS (CD) THE ROAD NOT TAKEN 
RANDY TRAVIS 43 warner BROS. 25568-1 (8.98) (CD) ALWAYS & FOREVER 
GEORGE JONES epic 44078/cBs (co) ONE WOMAN MAN 
ROY ORBISON vircin 90158 (9.98) (CD) MYSTERY GIRL 
K.T. OSLIN @ Rca 5924-1 (8.98) (CD) 80'S LADIES 
TANYA TUCKER caprrot 48865 (8.98) (CD) STRONG ENOUGH TO BEND 
BILLY JOE ROYAL ATLANtic AMERICA 91064/ATLANTIC (8.98) (CD) TELL IT LIKE IT IS 
DAN SEALS capitot 46976 (8.98) (CD) RAGE ON 
EMMYLOU HARRIS warner BROS. 25776 (8.98) BLUEBIRD 
HIGHWAY 101 warner BROS. 25742 (8.98) (CO) 1012 
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FOSTER & LLOYD rca 9587 (8.98) (CO) FASTER & LLOUDER 


WILLIE NELSON co.umsia 44331/CBs (CD) WHAT A WONDERFUL WORLD 


LARRY BOONE mercury 836 710 1 (CD) SWINGIN’ DOORS, SAWDUST FLOORS 


THE SHOOTERS epic 44326/cBs (CD) SOLID AS A ROCK 


TAMMY WYNETTE epic 44498/cBs (CD) NEXT TO YOU 
GEORGE STRAIT @ mca 42114 (8.98) (CD) 


Certification for sales of 500,000 units. & RIAA certification for sales of 1 million units, with each additional million indicated by a 


© )aibums with the greatest sales gains this week. (CD) Compact disk available. © Recording Industry Assn. Of America (RIAA) 
numeral following the symbol. 
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@ Rivendel, the duo who are making quite a name for themselves in British country 
music, have released an E.P. The four songs, all penned by duo member Graham 
Walker, are varied and a credit to the domestic scene. ‘Rivendel Country’ is a foot- 
tapper, used by the duo to open their shows, ‘Song For Joe’, poignant remembrances 
of a busker, the humourous ‘Hanging By The Wall’ and the beautiful, sensitive ‘Young 
Faces’, asong that seserves a wider audience than country. A definite winner! 


@ Itseems that Comstock via Import Specialists have struck 
the ‘mother lode’ again with half a dozen varied singles. 
Three are from Canadian artistes. Vic Levac comes up with a 
little Cajun flavoured country rock entitled ‘Go Slow’. This 
original composition certainly makes you want to shuffle 
your feet. The Stoker Brothers, D.J. and Mickey, were with 
RCA before moving to Comstock. Their new label debut, 
‘Could You Love A Working Man’, should ensure a great deal 
of success on the international scene for the twosome. John 
Johnson, from Ontario, reminded me of an early Ray Price on 
his ‘Shadows Of My Mind’, a great piece of honky tonk. On the 
flip, John is joined by his sister Anne, for a traditionally 
based tearjerker, ‘Autumn Leaves’. Real country this one! 
Bob Schurr, on his second Comstock single, has the right 
attitude — ‘Let's Sing A Song Just To Be Singing’. A happy 
singalong number that should please both fans and radio 
programmers. Michael Dee, who has now dropped his last 
name, Graham, has hit both the American and Canadian 
charts with his latest Comstock release. ‘If the Juke Box Took 
Teardrops’. | can see Michael enjoying the same sort of 
success in Europe. 


@Local radio in the South Yorkshire/north-east Derbyshire 
region is once again causing fans consternation. Over the 
last few years listeners have seen the demise of their own 
BBC Radio Sheffield show (replaced by the regional ‘Great 
Northern Country Show’), then the Radio Hallam ‘Country 
Wednesday’ was cut by an hour. Now Hallam, or the 
Yorkshire Regional Network of which it is a part, will 
substitute ‘Country Wednesday’ by a regional programme 
from Radio Viking. Radio Hallam seem to think the listeners 
in their catchment area will benefit because the new show is 
two hours longer than it’s predecessor. Great! But what about 
the local feel Hallam brought to it’s programme, the concern 
presenter Bev Chubb showed for the local clubs and artists. 
With the best will in the world, Radio Viking could never hope 
to approach such a community feeling. but the real crunch is, 
the new programme will be transmitted on AM only. Halam’s 
AM signal is notoriously weak, many listeners cannot gain 
decent reception whilst others can’t receive it at all. ILR 
Stations were set up to serve local communities not regional 
ones. It is about time they looked to their priorities and 
maybe the I.B.A. to their franchises. Anyone suffering in this 
way should not accept the situation passively. Write to your 
Program Director or maybe even the I.B.A. 


» 
Pete Smith 


@ And now something for the rockabilly fans. There's still 
no news about ‘live’ gigs so we'll just have to stay with 
recorded product currently available. Few ladies in 
rockabilly have made a tremendous impact — Wanda 
Jackson is probably the only one — but those who did make a 
mark went on to become cult figures. Rose Maddox for 
instance, made her name in mainstream country, dabbled 
with bluegrass before turning to rockabilly in her middle 
years. Rose Maddox/Glen Glenn ‘Rockabilly Reunion’ 
(Magnum Force) teams Rose with the legendary West Coast 
rocker for a ‘live’ set recorded in London during the early 
eighties. 


@ Barbara Pittman was one of the very few ladies to record 
the Sun label. Though she achieved little in terms of chart 
success, her records have become much sought after. ‘Texas 
Boogie’ (Magnum Force) is a ‘live’ set of a dozen numbers 
and features guest star Sonny Fisher. Excerpts from this 
show, recorded in Houston, have been captured ona 
Magnum Force video. 


@ Wanda Jackson has been extremely successful in the 
country, rockabilly and Gospel Fields, but it is fans of her 
rocking era who are most loyal. On ‘Rockabilly fever’ 
(Magnum Force) Wanda resurrects such hits as ‘Stupid 
Cupid’, ‘Sweet Nuthins’’, ‘It’s Only Make Believe’ and ‘Rave 
On’. Of the guys, Ray Campi is probably the most influential 
artist in rockabilly. A performer for more than thirty years, 
Campi has recorded for a variety of labels, more recently, the 
repected Rollin’ Rock Company. But it is an album on 


———— Wanda Jackson 


Magnum Force that fans will most want to have. ‘The Original 
Rockabilly Album’ is a collection of thirteen tracks laid down 
in Texas in 1957. Amongst the goodies you'll find 
‘Caterpillar’, ‘Loretta’ and ‘My Screamin’, Scremin’ Mimi’. 
Campi’s Rollin’ Rock album, ‘Rockabilly Rocket’ can also be 
found on Magnum Force as can the E.P. ‘Rockin’ At The Ritz’, 
with four originals leased from rollin’ Rock. All product 
mentioned is on release in Britain. 


@A couple of artists who impressed me at this years 
Wembley Festival now have albums on release in the U.K. 
Keith Whitley, who gained his break in top mainstream 
country by becoming a bluegrass bandsman has ‘Don't Close 
Your Eyes’ (RCA). This song has completely captivated me 
and it’s a great album. 


@ Earl Thomas Conley impressed me no end on his debut 
U.K. visit E.T. is one of those artists who are rarely 
mentioned in the press yet keep racking up those U.S. 
number ones. An excellent album throughout with some of 
the finest songs you'll ever hear. | particularly enjoyed 
‘Nobody Falls Like A Fool’, ‘I Have Loved You Girl’, ‘Love 
Don’t Care’. 

@ Kimmie Rhodes, from Spicewood, Texas, also made an 
impressive debut at Wembley, following this with an equally 
impressive club circuit tour. Kimmie’s current album, ‘Man 
In The Moon’, released on the British label, Heartland, is 


selling extremely well, so much so that the same label is 
released Ms. Rhodes next one, recorded at the legendary 
Sun Studios. Heartland are also considering giving a British 
release to Kimmie's first album, the much sought after 
‘Kimmie Rhodes and The Jackalope Brothers’. the ‘Brothers’ 
are Joe Gracie (mandolin, guitar), Bobby Earl Smith (quitar, 
vocals) aided by Johnny Gimble and Jimmy Day. A 
tremendous album, well worth resurrecting. 


@ Finally to a couple of cassettes by U.K. artistes. Apple 
County, the Doncaster based trio who spent time building 
and rebuilding, have finally come up with a formula that 
works and to prove it have made their debut recordings. Lead 
singer, Adrian, has a very popular light baritone and this 
should ensure healthy sales. Tracks include ‘Cowboy Rides 
Away’, ‘What | Didn’t Do’ and the original title track, 
‘Hatchback Lovers’. 


@ Tony C. Western’s new cassette, ‘She Believes In Me’ 
should also be a strong seller with it’s mix of old favourites 
and not so overdone hits. Tony has a strong voice and an 
ability to pick both guitar and banjo. | enjoyed this one. 
Tracks include ‘Forty Hours A Week’, ‘One Man Country 
Band’, ‘Whiskey bent and Hell Bound’ and ‘The Fireman’. 
That's it for this month. Till next, remember there are stars in 
the southern sky. 


Joe Stampley 
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Happy birthday to all Gemini and Cancer people 
including: 


ist PAT BOONE 


4th FREDDY FENDER 

5th DON REID (Statler Brothers) and 
MITCH JAYNE (ex Dillards) 

6th JOE STAMPLEY 

8th VERNON OXFORD and — 


STEPHEN FROMHOLZ 
15th DENNIS LOCORRIERE (ex Dr.Hook) 
TERRI GIBBS and 
WAYLON JENNINGS 
16th BILLY CRASH CRADDOCK 
20th ANNE MURRAY and CHET ATKINS 
22nd ROY DRUSKY and 
KRIS KRISTOFFERSON 
23rd JUNE CARTER and 
DIANA TRASK 
26th FRANK WAKEFIELD (Good Old Boys) 
27th PAUL KENNERLEY and 
DON WILLIAMS 


June Carter 
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@ Those of you fortunate enough last month to catch a 
live show by cult Texan singer-songwriter Gary P.Nunn, 
the man responsible for the classic ‘London Homesick 
Blues’ amongst other songs. Gary and his four piece 
band flew in, with little advance warning, to play a private 
party at the London Chamber Of Commerce for the 
Texas Tourist Board and Lee Williams set up a brace of 
extra dates at the Border Cafe and the Mean Fiddler. 
But, if you missed out, never fear, Lee tells me that Gary 
and his band will be back soon for a full tour, probably 
with Bobby Bridger as guest. 


@ Jerry Jeff Walker was recently honoured by aconcert 
in Austin to celebrate his 47th birthday. Amongst those 
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ALTERNATIVE 


lending their talents to the proceedings were singer- 
songwriters Guy Clark, Richard Leigh and Don Schlitz. 
Jerry Jeff has at long last got a new Stateside album, 
‘Live At Gruene Hall’, released on Tired And True 
Records. 

@ John Hiatt, Ry Cooder, Nick Lowe and Jim Keltner — 
now there are four names to be reckoned with — are 
currently in the studios recording a joint album for 
Geffen records. The quartet, who last worked together 
on Hiatt’s ‘Bring The Family’ album (put out here in 1987 
by Demon Records), adopt the name Hiatus but should 
bridge the gaps admirably. Ignore the appendage to the 
facts in the lastsentence, it’s just my idea of a merry little 
quip, which | have done better to ignore. 


@ Canada's Blue Rodeo, whose WEA debut ‘Outskirts’ 
was one of the best albums of 1988, play three dates at 
London's Borderline this month. Their new album for 
WEA, ‘Diamond Mine’, will be on release at any time 
now and, although | haven't yet heard it, | expect great 
things. 

@ The 1989 Cambridge Folk Festival, marks it’s Silver 
Jubilee year with appearances by Lyle Lovett, Nanci 
Griffith and the Dillards. Other acts now confirmed 
include Fairground Attraction, S.E. Rogie, Washington 
Squares and the Watersons. 


@ Bob Dylan plays London, Birmingham and Glasgow 
this month as part of a lengthy world tour, but the release 


of his latest album will not coincide as expected. It was, 
however, recently completed in New Orleans with Mark 
Knopfler, the Dirty Dozen Brass Band and the Neville 
Brothers guesting, and is said to be his most worthy 
offering in some time. 


@ | must take issue with our un-named reviewer who 
wrote in last month's Country Music Round Up that 
Lucinda Williams’ eponymous debut on Rough Trade 
Records‘. . . isn’t for the stone country fan.’ Sure the 
lady has soaked up a lot of influences, but she is country 
to the bone — not, admittedly, the adulterated Nashville 
variety, her’s is of a purer, more authentic strain with 
strong evidence of her years in Texas coursing through 
it. To coincide with her pair of London dates last month 
Rough Trade released the single, ‘| Just Wanted To See 
You So Bad’ (RTT 224), taken from the LP, with the 
otherwise unavailable ‘Something About What 
Happens When We Talk’ as B-side of the 7-inch 
version. There is also a four-track 12-inch featuring the 
aforementioned plus another non-album cut ‘Sundays’ 
and ‘Changed the Locks’, which | strongly recommend 
as a companion to the album. Lucinda Williams is a 
mighty talent who thoroughly deserves the atention 
currently being focussed on her and if she doesn’t 
achieve major fame I'll eat my best baseball cap. 


@ Ponty Bone infos that he and the Squeezetones have 
a new single almost ready and they will be completing 
their third album when in England during a European 
tour scheduled for September. They again appear at the 
Edmonton Folk Festival in August, plus the festival in 
Canmore, Alberta and other venues in the Western 
regions of Canada. The band will be on the road 
throughout most of the year in fact, leaving precious little 
time to spend in that heaven of a home-base, Austin. 


@ Emmylou Harris makes one of her all too rare trips to 
the UK for a concert at London's Hammersmith Odeon 
on Monday, June 19th. The current line-up of 
Emmylou’s Hot Band features Frank Reckard (guitar), 
Steve Fishell (steel), Don Johnson (keyboards), Barry 
Tashian (rhythm guitar), Mike Bowden (bass) and Billy 
Thomas (drums), several of who appear on her latest 
album, ‘Bluebird’. 


| COMPILED BY PETE COFFEY 


@ | must return for a moment to ‘Keith Can't Read’ 
(China Chinx 16), the Green On Red EP covered in 
News File last month to stress that it is in fact a four- 
tracker. Apart from the title track and previously 
unissued studio cuts of the live show favourites, ‘That's 
The Way The World Goes Round’ and ‘Vaya Con Dios’, 
it also contains ‘Tenderloin’, from ‘The Snakes Are 
Coming’. | also welcome the opportunity to note that 
their shambling retread of ‘Vaya Con Dios’ is essential 
GOR; drunken, brawling, purposely amateurish, 
sounding for all the world like turfing out time at the local, 
ego would have prevented anyone other than Stuart and 
Prophet from recording it in that fashion, and it’s terrific! 


@ The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band’s 1972 triple-set, ‘Will The 
Circle Be Unbroken’, has been hailed for years as a 
classic, a much prized milestone in country music, 
bridging the gap and bringing together the old and new 
scholls, forging bonds between progress and tradition. 
Well now they've gone and done it again, and the newly 
recorded ‘Will The Cirle Be Unbroken, Volume 2’, to be 
released via MCA on the new Universal label on June 
5th, is every bit as impressive as it’s predecessor. My 
promo tape only lists titles, but a combination of my ears 
and the press handout tell me that the quest artists 
include Johnny Cash, John Prine, Roy Acuff, Bruce 
Hornsby, Levon Helm, Emmylou Harris, John Hiatt and 
Rosanne Cash, New Grass Revival, Michael Martin 
Murphey, The Carter Family, Roger McGuinn and Chris 
Hillman, Jimmy Martin and many more. My ears alone 
tell me that it’s a marvellous album, very traditional and 
at the same time very modern. The Prine track is pure 
magic and . . . well, enough for now, I'll review it in depth 
when the album proper and the relevant information 
contained on the sleeve arrive. 


@ 10,000 Maniacs have just released their third Elektra 
album, ‘Blind Man’s Zoo’, on which all eleven tracks are 
written by Natalie Merchant, either solo or in 
collaboration with Robert Buck and Dennis Drew. Songs 
include ‘Eat For Two’, ‘Poison In The Well’, ‘The Big 
Parade’, ‘Dust Bowl’, ‘Headstrong’ and ‘Jubilee’. 
Meanwhile, the band have asked Elektra to repress their 
last album, ‘In My Tribe’, minus the Cat Stevens song 
‘Piece Train’, wich they have already dropped from live 
shows since Stevens, now known as Yusif Islam, 
supported Ayatollah Khomeini’s death threats against 
Salman Rushdie. 


@ New, recent and upcoming albums: The Triffids — 
The Black Swan (Island); Let's Active — Every Dog Has 
His Day (IRS); Edie Brickell And The New Bohemians — 
Circle (Geffen); The Lonesome Strangers — The 
Lonesome Strangers (Special Delivery); Albion Band 
'89 — Give Me A Saddle, I'll Trade You A Car (Topic); 
The Plimsouls — One Night In America (New Rose); 
John Kirkpatrick and Sue Harris — Stolen Ground 
(Topic). 
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.her voice sparkles 
like crystal water, and 
she ain't all that bad 
looking boys and girls— 


CHET ATKINS, 


she’s only one of the best.” 


| 


@ Suzy Bogguss born in the small town of Aledo, Illinois 
has after some five years of paying her dues achieved a 
milestone in her short career, her first recording ona 
major label ‘Somewhere Between’ on Capitol with it’s 
rootsy feel should endear Suzy to many more country 
music followers, her natural flair for the music is there to 
be heard. 


@ Going back to her childhood, Suzy's love and ability 
at art and guitar were soon surfacing, when still in 
second grade she was already directing the class plays. 
Aledo Presbyterian Church was Suzy'’s first stage to 
show off her vocal prowess, following in the footsteps of 
many country singers who learnt their respective 
knowledge of close harmonies in the local church. While 
in her first year at Illinois State University Suzy’s zeal for 
music really took a hold, in place of furthering her 
qualifications at act she was learning a great deal about 
playing guitar. At home Suzy was weaned on the music 
of Eddy Arnold, Patsy Cline and Buck Owens among 
others, heard on her father's stereo. While her 
influences came from her father, the talent side of it look 
to have come from her mother who was a ‘big band’ 
singer. 


@ During her latter year or so at University Suzy took to 
booking herself dates at coffee houses, clubs and the 
likes, her music much influenced by inspirational figures 
Linda Ronstadt and Emmylou Harris. Both of whom 
started off on the ‘rootsy’ folk circuit, which could well 
account for the lady’s leaning to the traditional side of 
music. Suzy’s great determination and adventurous 
outlook took her camper truck, dog -Duchess, cat - 
Chaucer sometimes accompanied across the great 
Midwest and Northwest up to Canada. During this 
period of time Suzy had the pleasure to play the same 
venues as Nanci Griffith, Suzanne Vega, Mark 
O'Connor and many others, who have also seen their 
acts too gain recognition. 


@ After touring the country Suzy felt Nashville was the 
place to go if she was to further her career in country 
music, where she worked the clubs and session work, 
including demo work. The following year 1986, Suzy 
was signed on as the headline female performer at 
Dollywood for the summer season, where she was 
allowed to sell her own cassette. The recording includes 
pleasing covers of ‘My Baby Thinks He’s A Train’ ( a hit 
for Rosane Cash), Southbound and ‘Smokey Mountain 
Rain’, which did well for Ronnie Milsap. Personal from 
Capitol Records saw one of her performances and were 
duly impressed, and likewise with the cassette, resulting 
in Capitol signing Suzy to the label. 


@ Suzy’s signing to Capitol didn't result in the usual 
rush to have an album available, instead she gained 
more experience and exposure opening for such 
luminaries as Ricky Skaggs, Statlers and Dan Seals. 
Also more T.V appearances came along on various 
shows on the Nashville Network, it was on one such 
programme Nashville Now that brought about the 
meeting with Chet Atkins, who has guided so many 
along the way. Chet was so moved by the talent of Suzy 
he invited her to share the stage with him as a guest for a 
concert in St.Paul, Minnesota, May ’88. Few accolades 
could surpass this yet even better was to follow with 
Chet’s carefully selected liner notes on her Capitol 
debut album, ‘Somewhere Between’ with this a penned 
quote ‘she is always tone center, her voice sparkles like 
crystal water’, if Chet doesn’t recognise the genuine 
article, who does? 


@ When we met Suzy mentioned her trepidation at 
including a yodel song (1 Want To Be A Cowboy’s 
Sweetheart) on the album, after some deliberation with 
Capitol staff she went ahead, after all as they pointed out 
she'd been singing the song on her dates for 8 years. 
One of the striking things about the lady, apart from her 
good looks is her warmth for the music along with a most 
pleasing personality. To come up with the final product 
Suzy whittled the initial 26 selections down to the 
albums 10, with no doubt help from trusty friends 
including husband Dug Crider, who along with the 
exciting ‘new’ singer-songwriter Verlon Thompson she 
rates highly as a tunesmith. 


@ Among the compositions, Suzy does on more than 
one occasion allow herself to demonstrate her 
yodelling, which she leant while in Montana and 
Wyoming, traditional ‘cowboy’ style. Wendy Waldman 
singer-producer of some standing, is in charge of 
production and if justice is done she'll have another 
undoubtable success to her credit. To add to that of the 
Forester Sisters, Jonathon Edwards, The Ozark 
Mountain Daredevils among others. Suzy who 
describes her music as ‘rootsy’ whether it’s swing, folk 
or country which she happens to be singing at the time, 
her crispness of voice certainly carries inclinations 
towards two of her idols, Cass Elliot and Emmylou 
Harris. In fact of the latter she memorised every song 
she’d ever recorded, while striving to gain that intial 
break ‘Somewhere Between’ with the additional 
musicians of the class of Paul Franklin (pedal steel and 
dobro), Mark O’Connor (fiddle and mandolin) and Jerry 
Douglas (dobro) along with Suzy’s superb clear flowing 
vocals, combine to make a most notable album, 
hopefully the first of many. 
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Suzy Boggus (inset, Suzy and her husband talking to Beverley Chubb of Radio Hallam at this year’s House Party). 


Matthias G.Gonder of Bingen- 
Bingerbrueck, Germany, asks where in 
Britain he can buy country videos and 
what is a good pub in London for 
country music. 


For your videos you could try Bob 
Powell’s CMP Shop, 78 Grovelands 
Road, St.Paul’s Cray, Orpington, 
Kent, BR5 3EE. | suppose for a 
good London venue, it depends on 
what day of the week you’re in town 
and your taste of the music, you 
could do worse than a phone call to 
our intrepid London Reporter, Tony 
Anderson, on 01 310 2792. 


Mr Carroll of Hull saw the movie ‘The 
Battle of the Moonshine War’ and 
would like to obtain two songs from it; 
Roy Orbison ‘All Kinds Of People’ and 
Hank Williams Jr ‘The Ballad of the 
Moonshine War’. 


| have seen the soundtrack from this 
movie in ‘cut out’ racks up and down 
the country, selling for less than a 
pound. Unfortunately | paid little 
attention so cannot tell you the 
label. Maybe a friend can help. 


Jennifer Harrison of Portadown 
desperately needs the Gene Watson 
albums ‘Gene Watson’ (Wide World 
WWS 2002) and ‘Because You 
Believed In Me’ (Capitol ST 11529). 


Can anyone help? Incidentally, the 
Wide World album was re-issued in 
1975 as ‘I’m A Fool For Leaving’ on 
Stoneway STY 2002. Thanks for the 
kind words Jennifer. 


New Information 

Jim Crisp of Ipswich in our quest for 
the longest single offers Marty 
Robbins ‘Feleena’ at eight minutes 
seventeen and for the shortest, 


» 
Pete Smith 


Marty’s ‘Never Tie Me Down’ at one 
minute twenty-nine. 


Fred Garbutt of Sunderland has a 
large colleciton of Brenda Lee 
albums but cannot find the track ‘It’s 
Never Too Late’. Fred tells us that 
the song was the ‘B’ side of the 
single ‘You Can Depend On Me’ 
(Brunswick 05849) released in 
1961. 


Fred does have a spare tape of the 
song, so Miss Gundall if you would 
like to be putin touch, sendaS.A.E. 
please. 


Records Required: 


We seem to have started something 
with this one . .. Heres some more 


Brenda Lee ‘It’s Never Too Late’ 
(on album or single), Merle Haggard 
‘To All The Girls I’ve Loved Before’ 
(Premier PMP 10003), Selwyn and 
Shirley Cox ‘Country and Western 
Style’ (Pilgrim JLP 166), Bread and 
Butter ‘Images’ (Blow Up AX 7309), 
Geoff Whitehom ‘Whitehorn’ 
(Stateside ISS 80164), Lee Dresser 
‘To Touch The World’ (Bella Linda 
BLA 1A/1B), Tony Sheridan and 
Italian album, title unknown, John 
Dereks Country Fever ‘Fire On My 
Mind’ (Decca single), Derek 
Lawrence Statement ‘I’m A 
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Preacher’ (Bell single 789), Black 
Claw ‘Sally’ (Bell single 1089), 
Rosie Flores ‘I’m Walkin” (RCA 
single), Johnny Duncan and The 
Kingpins ‘Will You Be Mine’ 
(Columbia single), Jerry Lee Lewis 
‘Jack daniels Old No. 7.’ (Mercury 
‘single 6052 378), Gordon Lightfoot 
‘Back Here On Earth’ and ‘Did She 
Mention My Name’ (both United 
Artists albums), a Glen Sherley 
single recorded in Folsom Prison 
(not included on his Nashville 
International album) and the 
following songs on either singles or 
albums, Carroll Baker ‘Canadian 
Mounted Police’, Santo and Johnny 
‘Come September’, The Cheers 
‘Black Denim Trousers and 
Motorcycle Boots’. 


Current Information 


Required: 

On; singer/songwriters Bobby 
Borchers (try the album ‘denim and 
Rhinestone’ on Playboy KZ 35027), 
Steve Rhymer and Sandy Mason 
Theorett (1977 album ‘Sing Me A 
Love Song’ on Hawk KALPX 168 as 
Sandy Theoret), on Willis Allan 
Ramsey, Daine Pfeifer, Rose 
brennan, Sue Terry and Kregg 
Nance who sang in the movie ‘Motel 
Hell’. 


Miscellaneous: 


‘Live’ audio or video tapes featuring 
Albert Lee. Audio tape of Emmylou 
Harris at Wembley ’77. A full list of 
Ace In The Hole recordings. Any 
kind of country discographies and, 
here it comes again, the song from 
the late forties, early fifties with the 
line ‘I’m the son of a sailor and the 
sea’s in my blood’. Not the Jimmy 
Buffett song. 
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@ Larry Gatlin has a 
marvellously pure, delightfully 
clear and irresistibly expressive 
voice, writes lyrics that anyone 
can associate with and frames 
them in haunting, memorably 
catchy melodies. When he first 
emerged, he seemed to typify the 
cult singer-poet genre so 
prodigious in his home-state, 
Texas, but by accident or by 
choice instead moved into a 
mainstream career. He was soon 
one of the biggest names in 
country music and, with 
numerous hit records and 
awards to his credit, his future 
looked extremely rosy. 
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@ But then, trapped by his own fame, Gatlin fell foul of the 
stumbling blocks his chosen lifestyle tends to throw up and, 
increasingly tormented by excessive drug and alcohol abuse, 
in 1984 he voluntarily checked in for treatment at a California 
rehabilitation centre. He re-emerged early in the following year, 
dried-out, off all chemical substances — in short, cured and 
able to fly without a net — and, with a new lease on life, 
immediately set about reconstructing an interrupted career. 


@ Prior to that, when at the height of his career, Gatlin last 
visited Britain in the mid-seventies, an allegedly off-handed 
attitude had alienated fans media alike. However, when he, his 
brothers, Steve and Rudy, and their band stopped off at 
Quaffers in Stockport during their recent tour, it was a wholly 
friendly, fully co-operative, altogether different than anticipated 
Larry Gatlin who | met up with. We had a pre-show interview 
scheduled, but, unavoidably delayed, they arrived just a half- 


hour before going on stage and Larry, genuinely apologetic, 
agreed to talk after what turned out to be a first-rate, 
entertaining and thoroughly professional performance. . . 


® The Gatlin voice. and songs were as memorable as ever, the 
brotherly harmonies pure perfection, the band precise and 
complimentary at all times. The complete showman, energetic, 
full of sparkle, oozing self-assurance, Larry gripped and held 
his audience from the very moment he bounced on stage right 
through to the moment almost two-hours later when, following 
several encores and still to cries for more, he vacated it. Larry 
Gatlin communicates, stopping mid-song to run out into the 
audience and pose for a picture with someone’s lady, halting 
the music completely to bring the whole band up front for an 
impromptu photo-session, and generally encouraging all 


present to participate. At one point he asked a pseudo-cowboy, 


‘Is that a gun, sir? Jesus, are you allowed to wear a gun in 
here? This must be a tough place!’ 


®@ If maybe a little over-commercial and cabaret-ish for my 
personal taste, | admit unreservedly that the Gatins make 
excellent music and put on a fast-moving, scintillating, fully 
entertaining and satisfying show. Though, after bounding 
about virtually non-stop for near on two hours and considering 
it was fast approaching one o’clock in the morning, | fully 
expected to interview a tired, if not exhausted, Larry Gatlin. But 
no such thing . . . he was all fired up and raring to go. ‘D’yall 
hear that | got shot?’ he asked me. My reply in the negative, he 
added: ‘Apparently rumours that | had, have been spreading 
round the country. As you can see, they ain’t true!’ Then, when 
he dramitically placed two upright chairs face to face and 
inches apart in the centre of a large and otherwise near empty 
room, it was my turn to pose the question. . . 


@ PC: You are a Texan and, although you never actually 
mixed in the same circles, in the early days | considered you 
part of that cult Texan singer-poet clan which includes 
Townes Van Zandt, Jerry Jeff Walker, Guy Clark etc. But then 
you seemed to veer in an entirely different direction, 
becoming, dare | say, more commercial and mainstream 
minded. 


@ LG: | decided that to be a viable artist, as a songwriter and 
a singer, you didn’t have to be poor. I’m not trying to put 
Townes and those other wonderful songwriters down, they’re 
good friends of mine, but there was a time in Nashville when 
| think people thought that you had to remain forever the 
Starving artist — and | don’t think that’s true. You can touch 
people with your music . . . 1 mean, my brothers and | had 
always wanted to sing professionally and to have a recording 
career and go sing for people like we did tonight. Sol’d rather 
have a big cult following than a smaller one, and if making 
commercial records is the way to do it, all right. | think some 
people in Nashville thought that was a cop-out, or was selling 
your soul to the devil — that’s ridiculous! | mean, music is 
like any other product — wouldn't the world be a terrible 
place if only a few people knew about under-arm deodorant 
or toothpaste, or any other one of the wonderful things we 
have to make our life better? Again, please don’t interpret 
that as me being down on Townes — he’s a wonderful 
songwriter and a fine fellow and a beautiful spirit. And who 
else did you mention? ... Jerry Jeff — | saw him at the 
Masters Golf Tournament last week in Augusta, which your 
man Nick Faldo won! No, | always knew what | wanted. . . 
well, | think you can write good songs and not have to remain 
the starving Van Gough of country music — you know, don’t 
cut your ear off, go out and sing for other people’s ears. 


@ PC: Did you ever feel involved or that you belonged in the 
Austin, Texas movement of the early seventies? 


@ LG: No, | never was involved with it. | knew Willie— and | 
know Willie — very well. He’s a very good friend and | love 
him — a wonderful artist, a great songwriter and one of my 
teachers. But! never did go down there and hang out in those 
little clubs; | was busy writing songs and trying to sing and 
trying to make a living. The thing is, you have a tendency in 
those situations to get very reclusive and very introspective, 
and you sit around and sing songs for each other. Get six or 
eight songwriters together and they sing songs tell each 
other how wonderful they are. Weil, that’s fine, but ! want 
these people who paid to get in with their hard-earned money 
— you know, the money that they put down for beans and 
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potatoes and to buy shoes for their kids — for them to care 
enough about what my brothers and | do to come and listen to 
our music. | used to sit in those circles, but not in that Austin 
movement: I'd sit with Willie with Kris (Kristofferson), and 
Roger Miller and Johnny Cash and different people. But it's 
one thing to sing it for your peers and hope they like it— our 
job is not to sing songs for each other, our job is to sing songs 
for those people who work very hard at these factories in 
Manchester. That’s what my job is for two-hours or whatever, 
to take their minds off of those jobs that they have eight orten 
hours a day, working with the sweat of their backs. I’m 
supposed to bring them some entertainment — that’s my 
job. 


@ PC: ! recall my introduction to the voice and writing of 
Larry Gatlin. It was on the 1972 Kristofferson album ‘Jesus 
Was A Capricorn’, and | had a futile search for several years 
before managing to obtain your first album on import. Kris 
was very instrumental in getting you started, wasn’t he? 


@ LG: When | was just getting my career started, Kris and | 
were very dear friends. My daughter, who is sixteen now, is 
named after him; her name is Kristen Carol Gatlin. My wife 
and | named her for Kris because we loved him then, he 
meant so much to us and he helped me get started . . . he 
befriended me and gave me encouragement when | was just 
getting started in the business. He’s a wonderful human 
being and | think one of the all-time four or five great lyricists 
in the history of the world. 


@ PC: I'll agree with you on that at least. Kris was 
considered a folk poet, like those already mentioned, and on 
the strength of your songs at that time | regarded you in the 
same light. Was it then a conscious decision on your part to 
move into the mainstream? 


@ LG: | just wrote songs the best | knew how. I never sat 
down with a big masterplan of some kind and tried to change 
anything. As | grew as a songwriter | learned how to write hit 
songs, but on ail of our albums there were songs that | knew 
were not going to be hit records. And | will never relinquish 
my claim of my right to sit down with a pen and a guitar anda 
piece of paper and write songs that move people. | still 
believe that’s part of my job and part of my calling, part of my 
responsibility as an artist. Atthe same time, like | say, | don’t 
think having the term ‘hit songwriter’ after your name is 
derogatory. | still feel that the song we did last, you know, 
‘Healing Stream Of Love’, that’s a poem — I'll put that up 
against any of those songs | wrote earlier, that’s a song of the 


heart and, you know, | wrote that six-months ago. | knew that 
in order to take our music to the United States and to the 
world, we had to have hit records, or become someone with 
just a little cult following and | didn’t want that. | wanted as 
many people to hear them as possible — | think that’s what 
we're here for, to touch as many people as we can. | mean, 
don’t sell out, | will not do that. 


@ PC: Are heart songs more important to you than, say, 
political songs? 


@ LG: Well, | think political views stem from what you feel in 
your heart. All of my songs come from the heart! I don’t want 
to write kids’ songs or songs that come off the top of my head; 
those are very fabricated and mechanical, and they don’t 
sound like they have any guts or feelings behind them. There 
was a time back when | was drinking and drugging real 
heavily when | was a crazy man; | was totally insane until | 
got sober, by the grace of God a day at atime, and figured out 
that my life was going down the toilet, going to hell, and, 
thank God, | pulled myself up with the help of some friends. 
At that time I had so chemically altered my state, you know, | 
had sedated myself with booze and with drugs, and | wasn’t 
writing good songs. And the reason | didn’t write from the 
heart and from my feelings is because | sedated my feelings; 
| didn’t want to express my feelings any more — | was tired 
of them, | was hurting and | sought help in the bottle and 
narcotics. Thank God, | don’t do it any more and I’ve got my 
feelings back — that’s why I’m writing heart songs again. 


@ PC: I'd like to return to that period in a while. But, first, 
when you were recording for Monument, and | know at that 
time Steve and Rudy were still completing their education. 
you were billed solo. Then, when you moved to CBS following 
the collapse of Monument, it was Larry Gatlin and the Gatlin 
Brothers, which seemed to coincide with the more 
commercial sound. Was this an intentional policy, looked 
upon maybe as a new start? 


@ LG: Weil, it was always our intention and our dream to 
sing together, and it still is our dream. | don’t want to do 
anything else. If some way they figured out right now that | 
was next in line for the throne of England, I'd rather sing with 
my brothers. And I’ve respect for that: It would be wonderful, 
a great honour, to be king of England, but that’s not what | 
was called to do. That’s what Prince Charles was called to 
do, notme... 


@ PC: Yes, but what about the more commercial aspect? 
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@ LG: Well, it didn’t happen as a result of our singing 
together. | didn’t say ‘Well, all those songs, ‘Penny Annie’ 
and ‘The Heart’ and those real heavy songs, aren’t going to 
sell so I'd better write some of these little ditties.’ That's not 
what happened. | know how to write a hit song, and even if 
you construct it in a little bit different way, without, like I say, 
no big masterplan, | still write from the heart and how | feel. 
So, | think I've grown as a songwriter and, as a result of those 
commercial hits, there's people in there tonight who, if it 
hadn’t been for ‘All The Gold In California’, ‘Broken Lady’ and 
some of those songs, they would never have gotten to hear 
‘Penny Annie’, ‘The Heart’ and others. So it all fits together 
— you have to have a little bit of sugar and a little bit of fruit 
to make a pie. You have to make something for the crust, 
something for the bottom and something for the fillling, and if 
you leave any of those parts out you don't have a very good 
pie. | think we have a real good pie. 


@ PC: Well, judging by the reaction tonight, you certainly 
have a pie that appeals to many tastes. It would also seem to 
me, by the way you made and held contact with the audience, 
that these days you are first and foremost a showman? 


@ LG: No! I'ma songwriter . . . I'm a singer first, because 
I've done that so much longer. I've been singing with my 
brothers for thirty-five years — I've only been writing songs 
really for about seventeen or eighteen years. | think what | 
am first and foremost and above all, I'm a human being who 
has been blessed with a wonderful voice. | don't want that to 
sound like I'm being cocky or arrogant — God gave me a 
great set of chops, great pipes, he just did. | didn’t do 
anything to get it, | haven’t studied music and all, my 
maker . . . You know, some guys, like Daley Thompson, he 
gave great legs and that great athletic ability . . . then you 
work on it and try to make it better and better. So, I'm thankful 
to God for my ability. That’s what | am: A human being with a 
gift and a talent to sing for his brothers. Now, | also want to 
make them laugh a little bit, and | am a showman — I've 
seen some of the greatest showmen in the world. When they 
pay their money, they do not come to be preached to or 
philosophized to, they come to be entertained. Now, if you 
can do that, and with that also leave a little something that 
touches their hearts, that makes them think a little bit or 
helps them grow as a human being, then I've done everything 
that | could do. That’s my aim in life — to entertain them and 
to move them a little bit. 


@ PC: You are also politically minded, aren't you? Isn't it 
true that you lent support to George Bush in his Presidential 
campaign? 


@ LG: George Bush has been a friend of mine for twenty 
years. | believe in the man, he’s a very wonderful, warm 
human being, a very intelligent human being. He's going to 
have a tough time following Ronald Reagan, because, even 
the things he did wrong, which he did a lot of, they didn’t 
seem to matter— everybody loved him so much (P.C. ???), 
and he’s also a wonderful man I know personally . . . 
President Reagan and Nancy, | know them very well. But!'ve 
known President Bush for many years, and he is a good, solid 
human being; he doesn’t have a dishonest bone in his body 
and he’s gong to try to be the best he can for the most people. 
Can you imagine the job where you have to be back at the 
beck and call of two-hundred-million people, trying to make 
them all feel good? Tonight you saw us with three-hundred- 
and-fifty people: we couldn't even do all the things they 
wanted us to do because there wasn’t time. They wanted us 


to sing more songs that we didn’t even know, so when you 
multiply that... Well, | ama friend of his, | believe in him 
and I’m going to support him and help him in any way that I 
can. 


@ PC: Does your support of George Bush, the man and the 
friend, also mean that you support the Republican Party? Can 
you truly believe that the Republicans and their policies are 
in the best interests of the American nation? 


@ LG: Yes! See, the Democratic Party in our country 
basically believes that you give everything to everybody 
(P.C. Democracy, as the name implies), try to help 
everybody and throw money towards helping them. I'll tell 
you what I believe: If you’ve got a guy on the street who’s a 
drunk, who's a wino, if you try to help him by just giving him 
money, you're not going to help him because he’s going to 
get drunker. If you'll help him by giving him a little food, 
cleaning him up, trying to get him to an AA meeting or the 
hospital or something where he can get some help and they 
can find him a job, that's the way to do it. But, typically in our 
country, the Democrats have been . . .‘Well, let’s tax the rich 
and give it to the poor’ . . . 1 don’t think that’s right! You 
cannot legislate morality and you cannot legislate 
compassion. | think the rich people should pay their fair 
share and that the poorer people should pay . . . well, should 
get some of the trickle down or the fall down from that. But 
the Democrats have always tried just to make everybody 
happy, just throw them a bunch of money and promise tham 
all this stuff. As a result of that, especially with the blacks and 
the poor people in our country, we now have four generations 
of people who have been on welfare. There are people in the 
United States whose fathers and grandfathers and great 
grandfathers have never held a job because all they ever did 
was take welfare checks. It sounds very compassionate to 
give them money, but | don’t think it’s compassionate to let 
people live their lives and never know what it’s like to go do 
an honest day's work. The Republicans, on the other hand, 
believe that if you're more conservative in the way you do 
things, if you don’t just throw money at every problem that 
comes along . . . Not that the Republicans as conservatives 
are not compassionate — I'll help anybody | can, whether 
they live in Manchester in England or in Manchester, New 
Hampshire . .. Why are we talking politics? I'm a musician! 


@ PC: Okay, let's change the subject. In 1984 you voluntarily 
went into a drug and alcohol abuse clinic for the cure. 


@ LG: | went to a hospital in 1984. Some friends of mine 
made it very clear to me that | was a sick sick puppy. | thought 
| was doing drugs and alcohol, but them | realised that they 
were doing me. They had complete control of my life and it 
was going to hell in a little yellow basket, as we say in the 
United States. And, with the grace of God and the help of 
many friends, | went to a hospital, | dried out, and | realized 
that | had to get in touch with my feelings and myself — and 
stop hating myself and everybody around me. | pray every 
day that God makes me exactly what he wants me to be — 
and that is not a drunk and a drug addict! So, I'm sober and 
I'm straight now for four-and-a-half years, | go to little 
meetings and | visit with people about my disease of 
alcoholism, and I'm really happy — I'm really happy! 


@ PC: So, quickly, will you bring me up to date on the last 
few years and tell me what has been happening career-wise? 


@ LG: The last four-and-a-half years of my life have been 
wonderful. Our career's back taking the high road and | love 


myself, | love God and | love my fellow men. And | think it'd 
show in my music if! hadn't any love. 


@ PC: And who are you recording for now? 


@ LG: We're now recording for Universal Records, which is 
distributed by MCA. 


@ PC: Yes, of course. | know of the label. | received an 
advance promo tape of the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band's “Will The 
Circle Be Unbroken. Volume 2’ on Universal. which | think 
I'm right in saying is the label's first release. 


@ LG: Yes. It's a fine new record label and I'm going to work 
with them and try to break our product in the United Kingdom. 
because | think these people like us . . . And | like them. too. 


@ PC: Well. these people tonight have definitely shown that 
they like you. 


@ LG: No question at all. It's been wonderful. It's been one 
of the magic nights of my life and | hope | get to do it again. 


_ @ PC: No doubt you will. Thank you, Larry. 


@ LG: Thankyou, Pete. God bless. | hope you get something 
worth using from all this. 


@ The interview is reproduced in it's entirety. 
word for word and totally unabridged. This is 
mainly because | believe it to be a good interview 
that is very revealing and gets right inside Larry 
Gatlin the man. | admit to baiting him a little and 
being slightly repetitive on certain points, which 
are those central to my fallible and admittedly 
audacious opinion that Larry made several 
wrong ecisions in his career. But, despite our 
completely opposing views about music 
(reducing it to comparisons with a saleable 
commodity such as under-arm deodorant, 
indeed) and what | believe to be his either very 
naive or very callous political stance, despite his 
brash and self-opinionated character, | liked 
Larry Gatlin. Right or wrong, his convictions are 
strongly held and on occasion convincingly 
argued. on others totally unconvincing, and he 
seems dedicated in his own way and on his own 
terms. Again, right or wrong, nobody could ask 
more of a man than that. 


@ Larry Gatlin, it seems, is gunning for that top 
spot again. set on reinstating his career to its 
former glory. and he has his eye on Britain as a 
regular visiting place. By the performance he and 
his brothers gave at Quaffers, and by the 
response of a packed house which his name 
drew. there is little doubt that he will be wholly 
successful on the first count and welcomed with 
open arms on the second. On that | would be 
prepared to bet ‘All The Gold In California’ . 
were it not locked in a vault in Beverly Hills in 
somebody else's name 


JUNE 1989 


TIM 


f =p 


‘LIVERPOOL’S HILLSIDERS’ UPDATE 


BRIAN HILTON who plays Lead guitar. dobro and mouth 
organ. He also sings in the band as well as being one 

of the songwriters. His hobbies include brewing his own wine 
and beer. fishing and the occasional cycle ride 


JOE BUTLER who plays Bass quitar and sings. His hobbies 
include home brewing and photography and he also presents 
the Country Music programme on Radio City. the local 
independent Radio Station on Merseyside. Joe is also a busy 
songwriter and many of his songs can be heard on Hillsider 
albums 


BRIAN REDMAN known as ‘Noddy to his friends. has been 
drumming with the Hillsiders from the start. He also dabbles 
in ‘home brewing and really enjoys jamming with other 


@ The post Beatles era in Liverpool was one of 
bewilderment all the big groups had lett for richer pastures 
and the street corners of Liverpool were full of out of work 
musicians, many happy to play anywhere they could just for 
beer money. 


@ But one club on Wednesday and a Friday evening was 
averaging a lot more puntas than the other nights of the 
week. The word had got around that a group with a new sound 
was to be heard in the Blue Angel. The band was The 
Hillsiders who played their music with an obvious enjoyment 
as they fused styles of music together to achieve their own 
sound. The melodies, lyrics and harmonies of Country Music 
had joined forces with the beat music influence of their home 
town to make the Hillsiders sound. 


@ They ignored the ‘leg pulling’ of local musicians who 
jibed ‘you will never make a living playing that stuff’ and 
slowly but surely built themselves a nationwide reputation in 
a time when Country Music was being acknowledged in 
Great Britain. 


@ Bookings started to come in from all over the U.K. anda 
tour of the American bases in Europe was offered to them. 
Dispite the long hours on the road, living out of each others 
pockets fused them together both socially and musically. The 
Americans were particularly impressed with their natural 
humour on stage and this has developed itself over the years 
to become a big part of their act. It was on one of these tours. 
with American star Bobby Bare. that their first big break 
came. He was so impressed with the Hillsiders that he 
arranged, with Chet Atkins, to take them over to Nashville 


musicians when he gets the time to do so. He likes all forms 
of music and enjoys relaxing listening to records and tapes 


KEVIN M’GARRY plays guitar and sings. he too gets great 
enjoyment out of songwriting. His hobbies include fishing but 
he’s an avid T.V. and Video watcher and enjoys a good night 
out with his mates in Liverpool when he gets the chance to do 
so 


DAVE ROWLANDS plays Pedal Stee! guitar and Dobro with 
the band and he also likes a good ‘jam session’ with other 
musicians when ever he gets the chance. He also enjoys 
stripping down and re-building motor cycles, listening to all 
forms of music and being with his family 


and bring out an album with him called ‘The English 
Countryside’. R.C.A. records released it both sides of the 
Atlantic where it became an instant best-seller. It entered the 
Billboard Album charts at number 18. 


@ This led to a tremendous amount of radio and T.V. work 

being offered to them which helped establish them, as one of 
Britains premier Country Music attractions. Over the years 

they have collected numerous awards including one by the 

readers of the Daily Mirror, as Best British Country Band. 


@ Their first trip to Nashville was something they had 
always dreamed of and the highlight of this was an 
appearance on the Grand Ole Opry at the Ryman Auditorium. 
Many years later the Hillsiders go from strength to strength. 
still recording programmes for radio and television 
nationwide and in Europe where the lads tell us they have a 
tremendous following. 


@ One of their most memorable trips was to the Falkland 
Islands just after the conflict. They were warmly received by 
the troops and also by the islanders who have a strong 
affection for Country Music. 


@ Liverpool's legendary ‘Hillsiders’ have now been into the 
Studios to record their 15th album. It features material 
special to the band over their 25 year career (May Sth 1989( 
self penned songs. 


@Kevin, Noddy, Dave. Brian and Joe invited former 
Hillsiders Kenny Johnson and Ronnie Bennett to join them on 
the anniversary album, scheduled for release in July. 


@ The annual Oakerthorpe (Drive 
In) Country Music get together in 
Derbyshire. offers its best 
presentation ever. Land owner 
organiser Jim Bradley says he's 
already received plenty of enquiries 
from country music fans excited by 
the prospect of the best show yet 


OAKERTHORPE FESTIVAL 


Britains’ First Ladies of Country 
Little Ginny and Tammy Cline. the 
festival will take place over the 
weekend of 9th, 10th. 11th June 
Other names include Roger 


Friday night has its usual Country 
Disco to cater for early arrivers and 
caravaners. Admission prices 
range from £4.50 to £9.00 and there 
are reductions for coach parties 


Humphries. Ben Rees, Jim Ryder 


@ Headed by Vernon Oxford and 
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Keith Manifold and Les Close. The 


@ Further datails on 0773 832644 
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@ The Marx Bros once filmed ‘Animal Crackers’, well that’s what we’ve 
done this month — a few months ago we had animal singles, now it’s 
animal albums that you need to find the artists for in the grid, remember 
it’s up down or across either way or diagional, but watch out there are 
several ‘snakes in the grass’ or ‘vipers in the midst’ of the grid 
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The albums you need to go ‘ape’ over are :— 


1. Toucan Do It To. . Tiger Woman. 
2. Cage The Songbird 22. Gettin’ Any Feed For Your Chickens 
3. Jackrabbit. 23. Teddy Bear. 
4. The First Whippoorwill 24. Silver Fox. 
5. Alligator Man. 25. I’ve Got A Tiger By The Tail. 
6. Caught Dem Fish. 26. All The Kings Horses. 
7. Pig In A Poke. 27. Horse Hair And Cat Guts. 
8. Whatchya Gonna Do With A Dog Like That 28. Bull’s Night Out. 
9. AMan From Duck Run 29. Wolf Creek Pass. 
10. Here Come The Elephants 30. Truck Driving Cat With Nine Lives. 
11. Boarhog. 31. Ole Frog. 
12. Blackbird. 32. Dogs | Have Known. 
13. AMan Called Hoss. 33. Turkey In The Grass. 
14. Go Along Mule. 34. Rattlesnakes And Rusty Water. 
15. Paper Tiger. 35. There’s A Hippo In My Tub 
16. Too much Monkey Business 36. Six White Horses. 
17. Don’t Mess With My Ducktail 37. Stag Party. 
18. Cat’s In The Cradle. 38. Faster Horses. 
19. Pool Shark. 39. Swans Against The Sun 
20. The Raven. 40. Button Shoes, Belly Laughs and Monkey Business 


APRIL ANSWERS 


1. Ann Breen. 38. Little Ginny. 

2. Narvel Felts. 14. Country Ketchup. 26. Pinkertons Colours. 39. Jean Shepard. 

3. Paddy O'Brien. 15. John C. King. 27. David Bellamy. 40. Tompall Glaser. 
4. Whiteline Fever. 16. Trent Moody. 28. Sarah Jory. 41. Tony Rouse. 

5. Poacher. 17. Sonny Curtis. 29. Holly Dunn. 42. Howard Bellamy. 
6. Kelvin Henderson. 18. Dan Seals. 30. Roger Humphries. 43. Gerry Ford. 

7. Ruud Hermans. 19. Jack Greene. 31. Marie Lester. 44. Lynn Anders. 

8. Carlton Moody. 20. Mark Moseley. 32. Mel Hague. 45. Dean Dillon. 

9. Ed Bruce. 21. Paul Overstreet. 33. Lonnie Donegan. 46. Darden Smith. 
10. Becky Hobbs. 22. Old America. 34. Nashville Fever. 47. George Hamilton. 
11. Johnny Rodriguez. 23. Bobby Lee Springfield. 35. Hank Stardust. 48. Tammy Cline. 
12. Terry Clark. 24. Eddie Blackstone. 36. Spare Wheel. 49. Medicine Bow. 
13. David Moody. 25. Bjoro Haland. 37. John Brack. 50. Jimmy Payne. 


. K. Meehan, Middleton, Manchester 
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TONY RICE 
NATIVE AMERICAN 
Rounder 0248 


SHADOWS: ST. JAMES HOSPITAL: NIGHT 
FLYER: WHY YOU BEEN GONE SO LONG: 
URGE FOR GOING: GO MY WAY: NOTHIN’ 
LIKE A HUNDRED MILES: CHANGES: 
BROTHER TO THE WIND: JOHN WILKES 
BOOTH: SUMMER WAGES. 


Tony Rice has been one of my 
longtime favourite singers of 
American folk and bluegrass, so it 
gives me great pleasure reviewing 
this new collection from the pen’s of 
a most impressive list of songwriters 
of including Mickey Newbury and 
Mary Chapin Carpenter. The former 
providing ‘Why You Been Gone So 
Long’, which finds Tony in excellent 
voice and is my favourite track off 


BOB WILLS AND THE 
TEXAS PLAYBOYS 


THE TIFFANY TRANSCRIPTIONS (Vol 7) 
Kaleidoscope Records F-29 


KEEP KNOCKIN’ (BUT YOU CAN'T COME IN): 
HONEYSUCKLE ROSE: WORRIED MIND: OKIE 
BOOGIE: C-JAM BLUES: | CAN'T GO ON 
THIS WAY: SWEET MOMENTS. MY GAL SAL: 
I'M GONNA BE BOSS FROM NOW ON: 
LONESOME HEARTED BLUES: JOE'S PLACE: 
SUGAR BLUES: TOO LONG: TEA FOR TWO. 


What a collection ‘The Tiffany 
Transcriptions’ have proved to be. 
all available on the small 
Kaleidoscope label. Like it’s 
predecessors full details of all 
session personnel is listed on the 
Sleeve. with the teproduction 
remarkably sharp. Bob's band at 
the time of the recordings ('46—'47) 
had slimmed down in numbers. 
which suits my own personal taste. 


This particular volume is dedicated 
to the fine mandolin picker, Tiny 
Moore. who with his electric version 
of the instrument is featured 
throughout the album. with Bob 
often mentioning ‘Tiny and the 
World’s smallest instrument’. The 
whole recording is relaxed, with 
spotaneous humour often showing 
through. Here Tommy Duncan 
handles most of the vocals ina 
confident easy manner. 


Apart from the already mentioned 
mandolin regulars Millard Kelso 
(piano). Herb Remington (steel 
guitar). Louis Tierney (fiddle) all 
shine, with some fine fiddle showing 
through on ‘Too Long’ and one of 
the highlights of the album, the 
western swing ‘I Can't Go On This 
Way’. Among this 14 track effort the 
music varies from western swing, 
blues. boogie and country to ‘thirties 
dancehall music’ of ‘Tea For Two’. 
‘Okie Boogie’ a loose happy 
selection typifies the music of Bob 
Wills and his Texas Playboys, often 
crossing into other areas yet always 
comfortable at what they are doing. 


If |was to choose my own most 
noteworthy tracks to go with those 
already mentioned, ‘I’m Gonna Be 
Boss From Now On’, ‘Worried Mind’ 
and opening number ‘Keep 
Knockin’ (But You Can't Come In)’ 
would all have to be included. 
especially the former pair. - 
‘Honysuckle Rose’ and ‘Joe's 
Place’ are instrumentals, Tiny and 
Millard Kelso in the thick of it. For 
those with a liking for the music of 
Bob Wills, you will be very pleased 
with this recording 
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Reviewed by Maurice Hope 


the album: Jerry Douglas (dobro) 
and Vasser Clements (fiddle) 
playing a good part too! ‘Go My 
Way’ and ‘Shadows’ from the pen of 
Gordon Lightfoot mention the 
standard of the album, both perfect 
for this acoustic release. 


On the writer front it’s very much 
the Canadian flavoured.lan 
Tyson's ‘Summer Wages is done in 
amore subtle style than expected. 
Jonathan Edwards and Mary 
Chapin Carpenter supply harmony 
vocals. this gifted lady's 
composition ‘John Wilkes Booth’ is 
another supreme piece. The song is 
a documentation of the assassi- 
nation of Abraham Lincoln and the 
man responsible. It includes some 
‘hot’ dobro, acoustic guitar. the 
latter from Wyatt Rice and Tony 
himself. 


“St. James Hospital’. a varied 
verision of the western classic 
‘Streets Of Laredo’ once again 
features the fine interplay of the 
musicians. as does the following 
track ‘Night Flyer’, especially the 
dobro of Jerry Douglas. Among the 
other notable tracks there's 
‘Changes (Phil Ochs) a pleasing 
number and the excellent Craig 
Bickhardt and F.C Collins penned 
‘Brother To The Wind’. alove ballad 
which benefits from piano and the 
harmonies of Edwards and 
Carpenter making it more in 
keeping with country than folk! 


Tony Rice and Bill Wolf along with 
John Jennings take the credits in 
that order for production of what is 
an album which will appeal greatly 
to lovers of acoustic. folk and 
country! 


COMPACT DISCS 


COUNTRY DUETS 
Knight Records KNCD 13004 


GEORGE JONES/TAMMY WYNETTE - NEAR 
YOU: WILLIE NELSON/MERLE HAGGARD - 
PONCHO AND LEFTY: JUDDS - WHY NOT 
ME?: EDDIE RABBITT/JUICE NEWTON - BOTH 
TO EACH OTHER: CHARLIE RICH/JANIE 
FRICKE - ON MY KNEES: JIM ED BROWN/ 
HELEN CORNELIUS - | DON'T WANT TO HAVE 
TO MARRY YOU: MOE BANDY/JOE 
STAMPLEY - JUST GOOD OL’ BOYS: WAYLON 
JENNINGS/WILLIE NELSON - MAMA'S DON'T 
LET YOUR BABIES GROW UP TO BE 
COWBOYS: PORTER WAGONER/DOLLY 
PARTON - PLEASE DON'T STOP LOVING ME: 
GEORGE JONES/TAMMY WYNETTE - MY 
ELUSIVE DREAMS: CHARLY McCLAIN/ 
MICKEY GILLEY - PARADISE TONIGHT: DAVE 
AND SUGAR - TEAR TIME: ROY DRUSKY AND 
PRISCILLA MITCHELL - YES, MR PETERS: 
MERLE HAGGARD/GEORGE JONES - 
YESTERDAY'S WINE. 

What a fine collection this is, with 
the recordings covering some 
twenty odd years, good ol’ boy 
George Jones appears on three of 
the fourteen tracks. Tammy is his 
partner on ‘Near You’ and one of my 
all-time favourites, ‘My Elusive 
Dreams’ (which is erroneously 
credited to David Houston). Merle 
Haggard and Willie Nelson's 
superb rendition of Townes Van 
Zandt’s classic ‘Poncho And Lefty’ 
along with Willie and Waylon 
Jennings’ ‘Mama's Don't Let Your 
Babies Grow Up To Be Cowboys’ 
would certainly be a credit to any 
compilation. 

Willie's own penned ‘Yesterday's 
Wine’ is included, covered by 
superstars Merle and George. 
Mickey Gilley and Charly McClain. 
alongside Porter Wagoner and 
Dolly Parton supply some smooth 
easy-on-the-ear harmonies with 
‘Paradise Tonight’ and ‘Please 
Don't Stop Loving Me’ respectively. 
Those goodtime boys Moe (Bandy) 
and Joe (Stampley) give their honky 
tonk tune ‘Just Good Ol’ Boys’. 
which along with the 1965 oldie 
from the Roy Drusky and Priscilla 
Mitchell ‘Yes, Mr Peters’ and 
eighties darlings The Judds’ ‘Why 
Not Me’ supply the ‘pick’ of a most 
recommendable selection of 
country duets. 


No. 1 COUNTRY 
COUNTRY BOYS 
Knight Records KNCD 13003 


JOHNNY CASH - ONE PIECE AT A TIME: 
JERRY LEE LEWIS - ME AND BOBBY McGEE: 
WILLIE NELSON - LIVING IN THE PROMISED 
LAND: MOE BANDY - | CHEATED ME RIGHT 
OUT OF YOU: RICKY SKAGGS - COUNTRY 
BOY: TOM T HALL - FASTER HORSES: 
WAYLON JENNINGS - LUCILLE (WON'T YOU 
DON YOUR DADDIE'S WILL): CHARLEY 
PRIDE - WHY BABY WHY: MERLE HAGGARD 
— NATURAL HIGH: GEORGE JONES - | 
ALWAYS GET LUCKY WITH YOU: RONNIE 
MILSAP - LOST IN THE FIFTIES TONIGHT: 
EARL THOMAS CONLEY - LOVE DON'T CARE 
(WHO'S HEART IT IS): MICKEY GILLEY - 
LONELY NIGHTS: MARTY ROBBINS - MY 
WOMAN, MY WOMAN, MY WIFE. 


‘Country Boys' is a good solid 
mixture with some excellent 
renditions from George Jones ‘I Get 
Lucky With You’, Merle Haggard’s 
‘Natural High’, Marty Robbin's ‘My 
Woman, My Woman, My Wife’ and 
the master of honky tonk songs. 
Moe Bandy on ‘| Cheated Me Right 
Out Of You’. 


Also included is Johnny Cash's 
novelty hit ‘One Piece At A Time’ 
and the equally enjoyable ‘Faster 
Horses’ from the ‘storyteller’ Tom 
T Hall. both provide welcome 
humour to this release. 


Of the uptempo variety Ricky 
Skaggs’ ‘Country Boy’ with some 
frantic guitar pickin’ comes out 
most favourably against Jerry Lee 
Lewis’ ‘Me And Bobby McGee’ (an 
excellent cover) and Charley 
Prides’ ‘Why Baby Why’. 


Willie and Waylon provide ‘Living In 
The Promised Land’ and ‘Lucille’ 
respectively, Jennings cover of the 
latter is of the Everly’s song, not the 
Kenny Rogers .. . Also worth a 
mention is Ronnie Milsap's ‘Lost In 
The Fifties’. 


Earl Thomas Conley and Mickey 
Gilley completing it all, with the 
overall standard most prominent 


Maurice Hope 


ALABAMA 
SOUTHERN STAR 
RCA 8587-1-R 


SONG OF THE SOUTH; DOWN ON THE RIVER; 
HIGH COTTON; ‘OLE’ BAUGH ROAD; THE 
BORDERLINE; SOUTHERN STAR; IF | HAD 
YOU; SHE CAN; BAREFOOTIN. 

Alabama America’s top selling 
group of the Eighties, with no less 
than 22 straight No. 1 country 
singles, and album sales of in the 
excess of 30 million look to have 
come up with their best yet 
recording. The only qualm is RCA’s 
continued policy of only nine tracks 
on vinyl (the CD version features 
13), yet that aside this is a highly 
enjoyalbe mix of southern coutry- 
rock, with some good ol’ earthy 
sounds on occasion. 


‘Song Of The South’ (Bob McDill) 
opens up the album in encouraging 
style, where the fiddle of Mark 
O'Connor and the tasty backing 
vocals make most enjoyable 
listening. Much respected 
songwriter Roger Murrah with Scott 
Anders supply a ‘Dixie’ gem in ‘High 
Cotton’, a lovely piece of southern 
nostalgia, which also enjoys fiddle 
accompaniment, this time aided 
with the inclusion of Jews harp, 


SUZY BOGGUSS 
SOMEWHERE BETWEEN 
Capito! Cl-90237 


SOMEWHERE BETWEEN; MY SWEET LOVE 
AIN'T AROUND; I'M AT HOME ON THE 
RANGE; GUILTY AS THEY COME; 
HANDYMAN’S DREAM; | WANT TO BEA 
COWBOY'S SWEETHEART; CROSS MY 
BROKEN HEART; TAKE IT LIKE A MAN; 
HOPELESS ROMANTIC; NIGHT RIDER'S 
LAMENT. 


Somewhere between is an eagerly 
awaited debut release from Suzy, 
who recently gave an outstanding 
performance at the Wembley 
Festival. Suzy, who like many other 
emerging acts has injected new life 
into old standards, one such track is 
Patsy Montana’s, ‘I Want To Be A 
Cowboy's Sweetheart’, where the 
lady shows she’s no mean 
exponent of the cowboy yodel. Also 
with a western theme are the ‘I’m At 
Home On The Range’ and ‘Night 
Riders Lament’ (Michael Burton), 
the former she co-write with up- 
and-coming singer-songwriter 
Verion Thompson, which with it’s 
almost autobiographical lyrics must 
be one of the best cuts on the 
album. ‘Night Rider’s Lament’ is in 
the old western tradition, with 
Suzy’s crisp vocals (including 
yodelling) a sheer joy, supported by 
Mark O'Connor fiddle, Jerry 
Douglas’ dobro and solid 
harmonies. 


Suzy’s versatility is well shown on 
her fine interpretation of the western 
swing ‘Handyman’s Dream’, where 
fiddle and piano both shine, a song 
which would make an excellent 
single. The already mentioned 
Verlon Thompson is credited with 
‘Cross My Broken Heart’ another 
notable track, which along with the 
heart-feeling ballad ‘Guilty As They 
Come’ prove splendid vehicles for 
Suzy’s vocal talents, the latter 
oozes class. Which isn’t surprising 
as the writers are Susanna Clark 
and Rodney Crowell. Hank 
Williams’ ‘My Sweet Love Ain't 
Around’ is covered in a refreshing 
style while husband Dug Crider’s 
love ballad ‘Hopeless Romantic’, 
shows the fragility of one’s heart 
when in love. ‘Take It Like A Man’ 
and the pleasing title track make up 
this superb debut release. 


harmonica and banjo. Randy Owen 
of Alabama also shows he can write 
a song of similar standing, ‘Ole’ 
Baugh Road’, with it’s worthy lyrics 
portrayed in more contemporary 
manner. 


Charlie Daniels guests on ‘The 
Borderline’, asong ideal for both the 
band and Daniels to display their 
respective talents, a ballad 
focussed on the Texas-Badlands 
border. A song which you’d 
immediately associate with another 
‘outlaw’, Willie Nelson, but this time 
from other sources. While side one 
features the more traditional side of 
their music, the other is more of a 
contemporary nature, ‘Southern 
Star’ and the slow ‘If | Had You’ a 
good cross-section of their music. 
‘BareFootin ' with it’s rhythm and 
blue presentation | found 
interesting, yet like many wonder at 
it’s inclusion. ‘Down The River’ 
gives the drum and percussion 
section an opportunity to shine on 
this typical Alabama number, which 
like the album will please their many 
fans and gain them a good few 
more. One last comment. Will we 
ever see this exciting band in the 
UK? 


SPILL THE BEANS 
TAKE THIS HEART 
(Cassette Only) 


OH BABY MINE; DADDY'S HANDS; TAKE THIS 
HEART; DUST AND DARK; HARD ROAD TO 
HOE; THE TEDDY BEAR SONG; AFTER ALL 
THESE YEARS; CAJUN MOON; WOULD YOU 
LAY WITH ME IN A FIELD OF STONE; DIXIE 
ROAD. 


It's good to find something new from 
this highly talented trio of British 
musicians, even if it’s only available 
at their ‘gigs’. This pleasing 
selection of material, keeps well 
away from the overdone regulars. 


Mac McClintock who always 
impresses me with his unique 
vocals, gives an excellent acocunt 
of his ability on ‘Dixie Road’, ‘Hard 
Row To Hoe’ (Rushing-Skaggs), 
‘Take This Heart’ and ‘After All 
These Years’. The first two enjoy 
the inclusion of Tony Curtis's 
harmonica and mandolin 
respectively, plus their tight 
harmonies are sounding better than 
ever. 


Tony Curtis's ultra-bass vocals give 
‘Oh Baby Mine’ a Statlers soud-a- 
like, which proves to be a good 
introduction to his singing, for he 
really comes into his own on ‘Dust 
To Dark’ (J.Lowndess). the strong 
storyline, steady rhythm and 
supporting vocals making it my pick 
of this most enjoyable cassette. Sue 
Curtis contributes lead on ‘Daddy's 
Hands’ (Holly Dunn) and ‘Cajun 
Moon’ (J.Rushing), with the latter 
coming over the better. ‘Cajun 
Moon’ gives the cassette a nice 
variation, with Sue handling the 
vocals in a competent manner. 
‘Would You Lay With Me In A Field 
Of Stone’ done a cappella style is 
also worth a special mention, where 
Tony and Sue Curtis and Mac 
McClintock each display tight 
harmonies. 
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TOP e 20 e ALBUMS 


COPPERHEAD ROAD 


1 | Steve Earle 


y) 7 FROM THE HEART 
Daniel O'Donnell 


DON'T FORGET TO REMEMBER 


3 7 Daniel O'Donnell 


4 1) LONE STAR STATE OF MIND 


Nanci Griffith 


5 5 I NEED YOU 
Daniel O’Donnell 


6 8 ONE FAIR SUMMER EVENING 


Nanci Griffith 


7 3 LYLE LOVETT & HIS LARGE BAND 


Lyle Lovett 


4 NEXT TO YOU 
8 Tammy Wynette 


9 15 OLD 8X10 
Randy Travis 


10 ‘ BLUEBIRD 


Emmylou Harris 


g CLASSIC CASH 
1 Johnny Cash 


1 pe STORMS OF LIFE 
2 Randy Travis 


] 3 12 ALWAYS AND FOREVER 


Randy Travis 


BEST LOVED FAVOURITES 


14 RE Boxcar Willie 


15 RE LUCINDA WILLIAMS 


Lucinda Williams 


] GNEW DON'T CLOSE YOUR EARS 
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MCA MCF3420 (F) 
C:MCFC3426/CD:DMCF3426 


Telstar STAR2327 (BMG) 
C:STAC2327/CD:1CV2327 


Ritz RITZLPO043 (SP) 
C;RITZL0043/CD:RITZCD105 


MCA MCF3364 (F) 
C:MCFC3364/CD:MCAD5927 


Ritz RITZLPO038 (SP) 
C:RITZLCO038/CD:RITZCD104 


MCA MCF3435 (F) 
C:MCFC3435/CD:DMCF3435 


MCA MCG6037 (F) 
C:MCGC6037/CD:DMCG6037 


Epic 4650281 (C) 
C:4650284 


Warner Bros WX162 (W) 
C:WX162C/CD:K9254662 


Warner Bros 957761 (W) 
C:9257764/CD:9257762 


Mercury 8345261 (F) 
C:8345264/CD:8345262 


Werner Bros 9254351 (W) 
€:9254354/CD:9254352 


Warner Bros WX107 (W) 
C:WX107C/CD:WX107CD 


RCA NL71946 (BMG) 
C:NK71946 


Rough Trade ROUGH 30 (RT) 
C:ROUGH C130/CD:ROUVH CD130 


RCA PL90313 (BMG) 


Keith Whitley C:PK90313 

10 RETROSPECTIVE 1979-1989 CBS 4633281 (C) 

1 7 Rosanne Cash €:4633284/CD:4633282 
NEW DIAMONDS & DIRT CBS 4608731 (C) 

1 8 Rodney Crowell C:4608734 
RE SWEET DREAMS MCA MCG6003 (F) 

1 9 Patsy Cline C:MCGC6003/CD:MCAD6149 
ge PONTIAC MCA MCF3389 (F) 

20 Lyle Lovett C:MCFC3389/CD:DCFC3389 
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@ if there’s ever been such a thing as an 
American musical institution. The Nitty Gritty 
Dirt Band is it. Together 23 years, they've come 
to symbolize a unique musical melting pot of 


styles indigenous to America by combining 
country, folk and Cajun music. 


@ Since turning their attentions solely to country in 
1982, they’ve been building on the promise of their 
historic Will The Circle Be Unbroken, the 1972 set 
recorded in Nashville with many of the legends who 
defined country music. And it’s that reverence for this 
music that’s helped them to achieve 15 consecutive Top 
Ten singles , including ‘Long Hard Road’, ‘Fishin’ In The 
Dark’ ‘Modern Day Romance’ ,’Dance Little 

Jean’, ‘Workin’ Man’ and ‘Down The Road Tonight’. 


@ By continuing to stress the acoustic element of what 
they did during their pop heyday, when songs like ‘Make 
A Little Magic’ and ‘American Dream’ were all over Top 
40 radio. The Dirt Band has fit easily into country music 
because it wasn’t necessary for them to change who 
they were. Instead, they just continued following their 
musical vision. 


@ ‘It’s been eight years since country radio began really 
playing our records’, says Jeff Hanna thoughfully. ‘So, 
we have a whole body of work that’s strictly our country 
material. But, what's especially heartening is that it’s not 
that different from ‘Mr Bojangles’ or any of the things we 
were doing before. 


@ ‘Inaway, it proves to us that we've always been 
honest about our music. And if you can’t be honest with 
something like that, you probably shouldn't be doing it. 


@ Still, it's hard to imagine the American musical 
horizon without the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band. One of the 
most consistent bands in country music, they’re on the 
road, playing to their always growing body of fans. 


@ (Now), they've brought their own blend of American 
music to Universal Records with their first Universal 
album release, Will The Circle Be Unbroken, Volume 
Two. It’s a project whose time had come. 


@ We had resisted the idea of doing this for a while 
because of the impact the first one had’, explains 
Hanna. ‘We didn't want to go in trying to recapture what 
we'd already done because we knew then there’s no 
way you could ever make a record like Will The Circle Be 
Unbroken. 


® ‘But, we really liked the idea of playing with other 
people. There are so many players who've come up 
since 1972. We wanted to acknowledge that. 


@ For Will The Circle Be Unbroken, Volume Two, the 
collective band members drew on the finest talent 
contemporary American music has to offer. Johnny 
Cash, The Carter Family, Emmylou Harris, Roy Acuff, 
Bruce Hornsby, The Band’s Levon Helm, John Prine, 
Highway 101’s, Paulette Carlson, Jimmy Martin, New 
Grass Revival,John Denver, Michael Martin Murphey 
and John Hiatt with Rosanne Cash were among the 
artists who helped the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band celebrate 
this most special effort. 


@ For The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, Will The Circle Be 
Unbroken, Volume Two is more than a record that 
illuminates the fact that music — like a circle — 
continues. For the band, it closes a circle they began 
drawing in 1972 when they acknowledged their own 
love and debt to country music. 


@ But, closing one circle doesn’t mean they’re back to 
the business of being a successful touring and chart- 
topping band. 


@ ‘The thing about this project for all of us’, Hanna 
laughs, ‘is that it’s been so renewing. it reminds you just 
why you got into music in the first place and it gives you 
this enthusiasm that’s incredible. Sometimes, it’s easy 
to get bogged down; this record cuts through that.’ 


@ Having become a foursome two years ago, the Nitty 
Gritty Dirt Band is equally solid in where they are now. 
Though they'll never forget their rich past, they're eager 
for the future. 


@ ‘We're a four-piece, which we really enjoy doing’, 
says Hanna. ‘We've never sounded better. We're 
leaner, meaner and so into playing this music for people 
that it’s almost like playing for people for the first time — 
and our audiences have been noticing that. We can feel 
it in the way they're responding to us, which is so 
gratifying.’ 


@ Nodoubt, Circle Twowill continue building the legacy 
the NGDB has based on the spirit of adventure which 
characterizes American music, and distinguishes it's 
most worthy practitioners; the NGDB. 
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Jeff Hanna 
—vocals, guitar 


Jimmy Ibbotson 
—mandolin, guitar 


Jim Duncan notes 
Bob McKinlay’s new direction 


@ Ever the innovator, Bob McKinlay 
boldly treads the path towards a new 
market place for his not in considerable 
talents. 


@ After twenty plus years in the music business Bob's 
branched into the gospel field, treading on very safe 
ground as very few established stateside stars have not 
cut, at least one gospel album. The success of such 
songs as Johnny Paycheck’s ‘Outlaw’s Prayer’, 
requests for which still flood in (regardless of the fact that 
Paycheck’s currently looking at along term jail sentence 
for shooting amaninabar) . . . Kristofferson... Why Me 
‘Lord’ has crossed all musical barriers just watch the 
audience at a show if the band does ‘Amazing Grace’ or 
the ‘Old Rugged Cross’ but. . . back to Bob, he 
launched his new project at Madeley Court in Telford, 
supported by the Telfordaires a twelve piece male 
harmony group, a ‘Barbers Shop Style’ and the cream 
topping was provided by a 40 strong Gospel 
Inspirational Choir. Each section does it’s own thing but 
MckKinlays voice and stage presence captivates the 
attention, together with some gospel songs that Bob has 
written. After their debut at Telford, the next show was in 
Wigan and the bookings that were offered means it 
looks good for Bob's new concept. 


@ Finish this little bit with this question, How come only 
175 people paid to go and see Larry Gatlin and the 
Gatlin Brothers and their American band at the Breedon 
Bar in Birmingham but 18,000 people paid to go and see 
George Hamilton IV and Billy Graham at the Villa 
football ground? 


Jimmie Fadden 
—vocals, drums, harmonica 


Bob Carpenter 
— vocals, keyboards, accordian 
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OAKERTHORPE DRIVE-IN 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
* xx FESTIVAL te ok x 


UFTON FIELDS FARM, Oakerthorpe - Nr. Alfreton - Derbyshire 


Three miles from Junction 28 M1 


Saturday June 10th Mid-day to 11.45 p.m. 
Sunday June 11th Mid-day to 10.45 p.m. 
The First Ladies of Country Music 


Little Ginny & Tammy Cline 


Both Girls on Stage Together 


Two Hearts and The Country Cowboys 


FROM AMERICA 


VERNON OXFORD SHOW 


Roger Humphries and Bite the Bullit 

The Ben Rees Band - Les Close Band 
Adeys Hardware Company - Keith Manifold Band 

Lazy Dog Country Band - Jim Ryder 

Mick Smith of BBC Radio 
Saturday 10.30 pm 
Country Hoedown with Bev Williams’ Midnight Flyer 
(Star Caller Dave Ford) 
Friday June 9th 8 pm to 11.00 pm 
Country Disco — Free Admission 


STAGE MANAGER: PETER HOOK - COMPERES COLIN RAMSEY, and PETER GWILT of COUNTRY MUSIC NEWS 


ADMISSION: SATURDAY or SUNDAY £4.50 IN Advance, £5 on the day TENTS £2 per night. 
WEEKEND TICKETS £9 In Advance, £10 on the day. CARAVANS £3 per night, 
CHILDREN FREE - REDUCTIONS FOR COACHES - FREE CAR PARKING‘ 

TRADE STALLS - BAR & FOOD AVAILABLE - KIDDIES RIDES 
All Enquiries Ring JIM 0773 832644 or ELLA 0773 43787 
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LTERNATIVE REVIEWS 


———$——————————— ————— 

== UPDATE — 
by Pete Coffey 

PETER CASE BONNIE RAITT WAYNE TOUPS AND 

THE MAN WITH THE BLUE POST-MODERN NICK OF TIME A N 

FRAGMENTED NEO-TRADITIONALIST Capitol EST 2095 cid pee wun aa 

GUITAR 

Gefton 924 238-1 NICK OF TIME; THING CALLED Love; Love erwury 836 518-1 


CHARLIE JAMES; PUT DOWN THE GUN; 
ENTALLA HOTEL; TRAVELLIN’ LIGHT; POOR 
OLD TOM; OLD PART OF TOWN; RISE AND 
SHINE; TWO ANGELS; THIS TOWN’S A RIOT; 
HIDDEN LOVE. ~ 


The second solo work from the 
Plimsouls mainman, and a 
masterwork it is too. And if the title 
doesn’t fully indicate what to expect 
musically, it should . . . | certainly 
can't find a good enough way to 
describe this gem of gems. The 
songs, all self-penned bar the 
traditional ‘Charlie James’, are 
never less than immaculate, and 
often transcend even that high 
plaudit, Case’s lyrics and voice, 
best as | can pin them down, 
reminiscent of a new age Steve 
Young or Guy Clark (though the 
assimilations are only necessary 
whilst writing about his music, not 
when listening to it). The backings, 
electric-accoustic folk-country- 
blues roots‘n’rock from the likes of 
Ry Cooder, David Hidalgo, David 
Lindley, Steven Soles, Jerry Scheff, 
Mitchell Froom, Jim Keltner and T- 
Bone Burnett, is, as it should be, out 
of this world. From the folksy back- 
porch tale of ‘Poor Old Tom’, with 
solo violin, accordian, ukelele 
backing from The Wolves’ David 
Hidalgo, and the intoxicating as 
mescal border wave of ‘Entella 
Hotel’ to the city-wise rock of ‘Put 
Down The Gun’ and the country 
grits blues of ‘Rise And Shine’, 
Peter Case is an expert craftsman. | 
urge one and all to buy this LP, it’s 
indispensable . . . more than an 
album, a total experience. 


COWBOY JUNKIES 
THE TRINITY SESSION 
Cooking Vinyl COOK 011 


MINING FOR GOLD; MISGUIDED ANGEL; | 
DON'T GET IT; I'M SO LONESOME | COULD 
CRY; TO LOVE IS TO BURY; 200 MORE 
MILES; DREAMING MY DREAMS WITH YOU; 
SWEET JANE; POSTCARD BLUES; WALKING 
AFTER MIDNIGHT. é 


A remarkable debut, cut entirely in 
one session at the Church of the 
Holy Trinity, Ontario (hence the 
title), an ideal setting for the 
ethereal, uplifting folk-country roots 
Styling of the Junkies. It’s a rather 
misleading name for an outfit with 
such a gentle, soothing, comforting 
sound, but, then again, maybe 
applicable for that and the addictive 
quality their wholly individual, 
haunting, compelling music 
possesses. The mood fits the 
ambience throughout, beginning 
with a beautiful a-capella rendition 
of the traditional ‘Mining For Gold’ 
by angelic-voiced lead singer 
Margo Timmins, who is then joined 
by brothers John (guitar, backup 
vocal), Michael (guitar) and Peter 
(drums), with Alan Anton (bass), for 
the truly brilliant, self-penned 
‘Misguided Angel’. Variously 
assisted by Jeff bird (fiddle, 
mandolin), Kim Deschamps (steel, 
dobro, bottleneck guitars), Steve 
Shearer (harmonica) and Jaro 
Czerwinec (accordian), the whole 
affair is inspired, awesome, almost 
hymnal, a mixture of striking 
originals and extraordinary covers, 
including the most atmospheric 
ever cuts of Patsy’s ‘Walking After 
Midnight’ and Lou Reed’s 
incredible ‘Sweet Jane’, get one fix 
of the Cowboy Junkies and you're 
well and truly hooked. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


LETTER; CRY ON MY SHOULDER; REAL MAN; 
NOBODY'S GIRL; HAVE A HEART; TOO SOON 
TO TELL; | WILL NOT BE DENIED; | AIN'T 
GONNA LET YOU BREAK MY HEART AGAIN; 
THE ROAD'S MY MIDDLE NAME. 


Bonnie's debut album for Capitol, 
but her tenth in all, and it’s awinner, 
even if the title track with which it 
leads off (and 4 rather unwise 
choice of single) is less impressive 
than it might have been had the 
backings been less smooth. But the 
real action commences 
immediately afterwards with John 
Hiatt’s ‘Thing Called Love’ and 
never lets up until the course is run, 
Bonnie cutting loose some mean, 
moody, magnificent slide guitar riffs 
and her voice beautiful, bluesy and 
ballsy. Jerry Wiliams’ ‘Real Man’, 
Larry John McNally’s ‘Nobody’s 
Girl’ and the blues-drenched ‘Too 
Soon To Tell’ are all prime cuts, as 
is what would have been my choice 
of single, Bonnie Hayes’ ‘Have A 
Heart’, but the choicest morsel is 
the pounding, self-penned anthem 
for musicians everywhere, ‘The 
Road’s My Middle Name’. 
Recorded in L.A. with Don was 
producing and name guests 
including The Fabulous 
Thunderbirds, Herbie Hancock, 
David Crosby and Graham Nash, 
‘Nick Of Time’ serves as a timely 
reminder of the abundant talent Ms. 
Raitt has to offer. 


SWEET JOLINE; TELL IT LIKE IT IS; JOHNNIE 
CAN'T DANCE; TUPELO HONEY; ZYDECAJUN 
TRAIN; TWO STEP MAMOU; LET'S FALL IN 
LOVE (ALL OVER AGAIN); SUGAR BEE; A 
SECRET LOVE; GOING BACK TO BIG MAMOU. 


Toups takes the blues influenced 
black zydeco music and country 
impregnated white cajun music of 
his native Louisiana swampland, 
revs it up with power-injected 
rock'n'roll and lets loose a hot, 
driving, exciting nouveau-roots 
hybrid. The music remains true to 
custom, songs sung in both Cajun 
French and English, with traditional 
accordian boosted by the 
progressive wattage of electric lead 
and bass guitars and keyboards. 
The music is loud, forceful and 
irresistible, _ compulsive — band- 
penned originals hot-stepping it 
alongside marvellously creative 
reworks of such classics as Eddie 
Shuler’s ‘Sugar Bee’, Van The 
Man’s ‘Tupelo Honey’ and a firm 
favourite of mine since Aaron 
Neville cut it in the mid-sixties, ‘Tell 
It Like It Is’. With the incomparably 
vital and rockin’ Zydecajun sound 


spinning on the tumtable it’s totally 
impossible to keep still . . . a real 
Blast From The Bayou. 
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@ Another promo tape | was pleased to receive 
contained finished mixes of seven of the dozen tracks 
which will comprise k.d. lang’s forthcoming album, 
‘Absolute Torch and Twang’ (Sire), which are all 
excellent. The release date has been put back a little 
since my report in last month’s News File, but it should 
be out by the time this is in print. 


VIDEO COMPETITION 


WINNERS 


The response to our competition for the ‘Lonesome Dove’ videos was 
tremendous. Unfortunately not a lot of correct entries were received. The 
correct answers were: (a) John Wayne; (b) Clint Eastwood; (c) Robert 
Redford; (d) Lee Van Cleef; (e) Burt Lancaster. 


The lucky winners are: Mr P Wright, Weston Coney, Staffs; Mr D 
Bancroft, Mountsorrel, Leics; Mrs P Scrivens, Tintern, Gwent; and Mr J 


Shumack, Wisbech, Cambs. 


The five runners up who will each be receiving a copy of the novel are: 
Mrs A Burrows, Burn, Selby; Miss J Mulhall, Bow, E3; Mr R Nippard, 
Wareham, Dorset; Mr P Jones, Corwen, Clwyd; and Mr G Jean-Robert, 


France. 


@ Sugar Hill records who 
celebrated ten years in the business 
last August, have come a very long 
way since it was established back in 
1978. Barry Poss the company’s 
founder and owner, had worked for 
County records prior to this Sugar 
Hill venture and at that time there 
were a good many young promising 
musicians, who via their admiration 
of the music of Lester Flatt, Earl 
Scruggs and Bill Monroe, were 
blending traditional bluegrass with 
their own ideas of country music 
and Barry had identified the 
potential of this new talent, so in 
setting up the company he 
managed to give some of those 
musicians the opportunity to 
develop a following from the record 
buying public. 


@ The company’s first release was 
Boone Creek's ‘One Way Track’, 
featuring Jerry Douglas and Ricky 
Skaggs, both have appeared on 
many albums since, especially 
dobro ‘wizard’ Douglas but Ricky 
was to be the first real star, his debut 
release of 1979 ‘Sweet Temptation’ 
has to date sold in excess of 
100,000 copies for the small 
Durham, North Carolina based 
label. Among the guests on the 
album are Emmylou Harris, Albert 
Lee, Jerry Douglas and Tony Rice! 


@ Over the first three years the 
label grew in statue adding some 
fine additions to an already 
impressive list of acts. Buck White, 
John Starling (formerly with The 
Seldom Scene) both made their 
‘solo’ recording debut’s during 

that period, while Buck’s leaned 
heavily on the instrumental side of 
things John's was a perfect blend of 
pure acoustic country music by 
musicians top of their craft, lead by 
Starling’s fine vocals. ‘Long Time 
Gone’ was soon followed by the 
equally impressive ‘Waitin’ On A 
Southern Train’, where Emmylou 
Harris sang harmony on the former, 
Claire Lynch, one time vocalist with 
The Front Porch String Band, did 
the honours this time around. This 
proved to be his last for the label. 


@ Other outstanding releases 
during this time came from Peter 
Rowan, who puta great deal of time 
and thought into putting together 
what can only be described as a 
‘classic’. ‘The Walls Of Time’, a 
collection of American and Irish 
tunes artisically delivered by one of 
‘Raglan Road’, ‘Moonshiner’ and 
Kris Kristofferson’s ‘Casey's Last 
Ride’, are which is enhanced by a 
fine array of musicians, including 
Sam Bush, Skaggs, Douglas and 
Eddie Adcock. 


@ Carl Jackson who started out as 
a full time musician at a very early 
age came up with two albums, his 
debut for the label ‘Banjo Man: A 
Tribute To Earl Scruggs’ was 
followed by his best to date, ‘Song 
Of The South’. This is a fine 
bluegrass effort, with Emmylou 
(guesting on two tracks), Jessie 
McReynolds and Blaine Sprouse all 
helping to achieve the traditional 
old time sound. 


@ Dan Crary, Mike Auldridge and 
Byron Berline all had instrumental 
releases during '82 and '83, which 
catered for bluegrass fans who 


Peter Rowan 


appreciate the music from a 
musicians point of view. Mike 
Auldridge’s dobro expertise is well 
complimented by supporting 
musicians, The Seldom Scene and 
Jimmy Amold on ‘Eight String 
Swing’, creating a fine mix of 
bluegrass and swing. Berline, 
Crary and John Hickman team up 
on SH-3720, where they display 
their respective talents on fiddle, 
guitar and banjo; a partnership 
which was to be repeated. 


@ Chris Hillmen and Herb 
Pederson who had been around for 
years, were now developing a 
bluegrass feel to their music. 

Chris who like Herb was from the 
‘west coast scene’ had gained a 
wealth of experience as a performer 
with the Byrds and The Flying 
Burrito Brothers, this is now bearing 
fruit with the successful Desert 
Rose Band. Going back to his 
earlier work on Sugar Hill, his first 
new release was ‘Morning Sky’ with 
Herb among the guests. Herb’s 
debut for the label ‘Lonesome 
Feeling’ was a particularly pleasing 
album, very much bluegrass — 
country rooted, with a useful mix of 
old and new material. 


@ The Seldom Scene who joined 
Sugar Hill soon after it’s inception, 
now had some more bluegrass 
groups for company. The Bluegrass 
Cardinals, The Country Gentlemen 
and Doyle Lawson, and Quicksilver 
were all now contributing to the 
label. Doyle Lawson was fronting a 
young bunch of musicians after - 
spending time (10 years) playing 
with The Country Gentlemen and 
Jimmy Martin and J.D. Crowe, after 
their self-titled debut release, they 
came up with the gospel ‘Rock My 
Soul’. This is one of Sugar Hill's 
best sellers to date and the groups 
best recording. The Seldom Scene 
were as consistent as ever with ‘Act 
Four’, ‘After Midnight’ and ‘At The 
Scene’ all to their credit with this 
Washington originated group 
gaining alot more recognition for 
their ‘newgrass music’. 


@ Ricky Skaggs. who apart from 
his ‘Boone Creek’ inclusion, also 
had the beautiful old-timey acoustic 
release ‘Skaggs and Rice’ (1980). 


which featured Ricky on mandolin 
and Tony on acoustic guitar, their 
vocals blending superbly on this 
gospel — old traditional offering. 
Ricky was by now on Epic records, 
and was to provide the Sugar Hill 
label with their greatest success, in 
a joint venture the previously 
recorded yet unreleased ‘Don't 
Cheat In Our Home Town’ was 
made available in 1983. This 
perfect blend of bluegrass country 
done in the modern style has to date 
sold in excess of 750.000 copies. 
also the album has spawned some 
very successful singles, Bill 
Monroe's ‘Uncle Pen’. ‘Honey 
(Open That Door)’ and ‘Don't Cheat 
in Our Hometown’ among them. 

@ Sugar Hill unlike the majors has 
only small budgets to spend on the 
albums starting at between 5 and 10 
thousand dollars for the lesser 
selling acts (in the bluegrass field) 
it’s reckoned that you need at least 
sales of 5.000 copies to break even 
with 10.000 acknowledged as a 
successful release. More 
established acts on Sugar Hill have 
budgets comparable to their 
expected sales. with an office staff 
of only six, this has been a 
remarkable achievement, at the 
moment vinyl and casette sales are 
running even. 


Maurice Hope 
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PINTO BENNETT AND THE 
FAMOUS MOTEL COWBOYS 


PURE QUILL 
PTLP 007 


YOU CARED ENOUGH TO LIE: | AIN'T IN IT 
FOR THE MONEY: TRUE LOVING DADDY: NO 
SWEAT: STRANGER IM THE MIRROR: LIVIN’ 
AND DYIN’ FOR LOVE: PRAIRIE BLUES: 
PEACEFUL WOMAN: BALLAD OF HAI-SING 
OR FAR EAST, MAN: DIFFERENT WAYS TO 
SING THE BLUES: PURE QUILL. 


numbers, ‘No Sweat’ co written by 
Pinto, Mark Webb/Chris Wall; 
‘Livin’ And Dyin’ For Love’ by 
Richard Dobson and ‘Peaceful 
Woman’ by Baxter Black . 


MERLE HAGGARD 
25th ANNIVERSARY ALBUM 
Capitol EMS 1313 


PLEASE MR. D.J.: 1 WONDER WHAT SHE'LL 
THINK ABOUT ME LEAVING: LIFE'S LIKE 
POETRY: HOLDING THINGS TOGETHER: I'VE 
DONE IT ALL: HOME IS WHERE A KID GROWS 
UP: THE GIRL TURNED RIPE: IRMA 
JOHNSON: WHITE MAN SINGING THE BLUES: 
LOVE AND HONOUR: I'M GONNA BREAK 
EVERY HEART | CAN: THE FARMER'S 
DAUGHTER: WINE TAKE ME AWAY: WONDER 
WHERE I'LL FIND YOU TONIGHT: SOMEONE 
TOLD MY STORY: AFTER LOVING YOU: A 
WORKING MAN CAN GET NOWHERE TODAY: 
1 CAN'T HOLD MYSELF IN LINE: THE WAY 

IT WAS IN '51: SILVER WINGS. 


Merle’s twenty five years with a 
major label is honoured with this 
twenty track compilation, which 
could so easily be sub-titled ‘Songs 
To Listen To, From The Man Who 
Wrote Them’. Capitol must be 
congratulated on the careful 
selection of the material, they've 


JUNE 1989 


Every number on this album 
captured and kept my interest . . the 
guitar playing of the Famous Motel 
Cowboys, plus some superb vocal 
harmonies and Pinto’s unique voice 
is full of warmth and emotion. 


Some of the tunes are quite 
‘Haunting’ so it is difficult to choose 
a favourite track. | know Pinto 
identifies himself with ‘True Loving 
one of those tunes, which keeps 
repeating in your head. ‘Ballad Of 
Hai-sing’ is different and fun. With 
this album Pinto Bennett and the 
Famous Motel Cowboys certainly 
should have a winner. Just great. 


Hannah Valize 


avoided the ‘evergreens’, yet it 
hasn't effected the standard. Not in 
the least, in fact through the songs 
the listener can obtain a greater 
insight to what this man has been all 
about! 


From the opening ‘Please Mr D.J.” 
to the closing ‘classic’ ‘Silver 
Wings’, the music couldn't be 
faulted. Merle deals with many 
subjects, love of the most sensitive 
kind on ‘After Loving You’, nostalgia 
on ‘The Way It Was In’51’, along 
with those of the autobiographical 
nature ‘I’ve Done It All’ and 
“Someone Told My Story’. Merle’s 
early influences show through on ‘I 
Can't Hold Myself In Line’, ‘White 
Man Singing The Blues’ both in the 
Jimmie Rodgers mould, with some 
fine bluesy harmonica on the 
former. ‘Life’s Like Poetry’ and 
‘Holding Things Together’ both 
show his admiration for the late 


NITTY GRITTY DIRT BAND 
MORE GREAT DIRT — THE BEST OF 
THE NITTY GRITTY DIRT BAND VOL I! 
WEA 925830—1 


CADILLAC RANCH: I'VE BEEN LOOKIN’: OH 
WHAT LOVE: WORKIN’ MAN (NOWHERE TO 
GO): | LOVE ONLY YOU: FISHING IN THE 
DARK: BABY'S GOT A HOLD ON ME: FACE ON 
THE CUTTING ROOM FLOOR: DOWN THAT 
ROAD TONIGHT: HOME AGAIN IN MY HEART. 


This ‘best of’ compilation of the 
NGDB covers their last four 
releases, 84-88. Which could be 
classed as the bands most consis- 
tant period for over a decade, the 
music passes from contemporary 
country to the more traditionally 
based material, always entertain- 
ing. One of the striking aspects 
about the NGDB's music, is the 
relaxed and confident manner 
which they put across to the listener. 


As the title suggests there's some 
‘gems’ from the band, including the 
catchy ‘Fishing In The Dark’, a 
contagious song, with a slight bayou 
feeling to it. The band are at their 
most entertaining on this type of 
material, with some fine harmonica, 
banjo and jaw harp playing. Jimmy 
Ibbotson’s vocals really shine on his 
own penned number ‘Oh What A 
Love’, with this time mandolin, 
banjo and electric guitar providing 
the bulk of the accompaniment. 
Another outstanding track is the 
superbly written ‘Face On The 
Cutting Room Floor’ (Steve 
Goodman / Jeff Hanna / Jimmy 
Ibbotson), which once again 
features some fine traditional 
pickin’, ‘big’ John McEuen doin’ 
sterling work on lap steel and banjo, 
shame heisn'tamong the credits on 
the album cover, his banjo work is 
also to the fore on ‘Home Again In 
My Heart’. 


‘Cadillac Ranch’ (Springsteen) and 
‘I've Been Lookin” are the tracks 
which lean most to the contempo- 
rary side of country, unlike the laid- 
back ‘I Love Only You’, with some 
neat mandolin and banjo. The 
recent ‘Workin’ Man’ is a lively 
selection, which captures this band 
at it’s entertaining best, Bob 
Carpenter is on accordion. | can't 
think of a better way for anyone not 
familiar with the NGDB than through 
this album, long may their music 
flow. The present line-up reads Jeff 
Hanna, Jimmie Fadden, Jimmy 
Ibbotson, Bob Carpenter and 
Bernie Leadon a regular guest. 


Maurice Hope 


Lefty Frizzell, with even reference to 
Lefty’s wife Alice in the lyrics, 
beautiful backing to compliment it 
all, with steel, fiddle and neat guitar 
to the fore. 


The songs are taken from the ’65— 
‘75 era, which was a particularly 
prolific period for Merle’s 
songwriting, which I’m very fond of. 
Apart from the already mentioned 
selections, the story of inter-racial 
love on ‘Irma Johnson’, ‘| Wonder 
Where I'll Find You Tonight’, ‘The 
Farmer's Daughter’ and the 
mischievous ‘I’m Gonna Break 
Every Heart | Can’, all standup to 
anything that Merle’s ever 
recorded. This is a must for all 
country music followers, superb 
musicians in support throughout 
and Leonna Williams harmonies 
are regularly heard; at mid-price a 
real bargain. 


Maurice Hope 


SILVER HEART COUNTRY 
— VOLUME ONE — 


featuring 
GAYLE WARNING BAND © INDIANA ¢ PAULINE BGRR ¢ KRIS KELLY ° GUY 
SANDIE DE LANE « JOHN CLEMENTS ¢ ALLEN JAMES © BiG AL'S EXPRESS 
KARRI ODONNELL « STUART CAMERON * PAULA'S COUNTRY 
TONY CASPAR © DAVE VERNON 


SILVER HEART COUNTRY — 
VOLUME ONE 


@ This fourteen track album. of 
which seven are original British 
compositions is produced by 
Country DJ Stuart Cameron. It 
introduces names that will probably 
be new to you (most were to me) 
and is mixture of traditional and 
contemporary material Side One: 
No Disarace — Gayle Warning 
Band: Crazy — Guy: | Love You 
Honev — John Clements: A 
Church A Court Room And 
Goodbye — Paula's Country: | Was 


U.S. IMPORT 


MEL TILLIS 
BRAND NEW MISTER ME 
Polydor 835 310 — 1 


| AIN'T NEVER: MENTAL REVENGE: BRAND 
NEW MISTER ME: WOMAN IN THE BACK OF 
MY MIND: COMMERCIAL AFFECTION: RAINY 
DAY WOMAN: THE ARMS OF A FOOL: 
MEMORY MAKER: BORROWED ANGEL: IS 
ANYBODY GOIN’ TO SAN ANTONE. 


Mel Tillis and The Statesiders, show 
just why they were so popular 
during the seventies (their most 
successful era) with this ten track 
compilation. Among the selections 
there’s also fine cover versions of 
Waylon’s ‘Rainy Day Woman’ and 
‘ls Anybody Goin’ To San Antone’, 
both of which are uptempo tracks. 
Throughout the album The 
Statesiders provide excellent 
backing, with some particularly fine 
fiddle and steel guitar. 


Mel who first gained recognition as 
a songwriter is credited on four of 


Sure We Could Have Made It — 
Stuart Cameron: Please Mr Please 
— Sandie De Lane. Side Two: It’s 
Not So Much A Heartache — 
Pauline Burr: Louisiana Moon — 
Indiana: Beautiful Lady — Kris 
Kelly: 've Already Loved You — 
Tony Caspar: Cajun Boy — Gayle 
Warning Band: Child Of 1945 — 
Dave Vernon: Here | Go Again — 
Allen James And Big Al's Express 
Really this album is an attempt to 
‘Showcase’ mainly Oxfordshire 
based artists. but this very laudable 
endeavour deserves to get support 
from a much wider field 


the compositions, one of which 
‘Memory Maker’ has some delight- 
ful Texas-swing influence. ‘Brand 
New Mister Me’ has one of the 
strongest storylines, telling the 

tale of a man who has lost his wife 
and children to someone else, 
which once again is given some 
superb fiddle on backing. 


Among the slow ballads Mel 
Street's ‘Borrowed Angel’, ‘Woman 
In The Back Of My Mind’, 
‘Commercial Affection’ and ‘The 
Arms Of A Fool’ all sound as good 
now as they did back then, no way 
could you call the music dated. Mel 
who gained the Entertainer Of The 
Year award around the time of 
these recordings (1976), never 
made anymore consistent record- 
ings than those of this era. 

So if you enjoy the music of Mel and 
haven't already albums from his 
MGM days, this is certainly well 
worth checking out; excellent 
country music. 

Maurice Hope 
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THE SELDOM SCENE 
15th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Sugar Hill SH-2202 


SITTING ON TOP OF THE WORLD: BIG TRAIN 
FROM MEMPHIS: LORENA: DARK AS A 
DUNGEON: BLUE RIDGE: RAISED BY THE 
RAILROAD LINE: YOU DON'T KNOW MY 
MIND: DRIFTING TOO FAR FROM THE 
SHORE: THOSE MEMORIES OF YOU: KEEP 
ME FROM BLOWING MY AWAY: WHEELS: 
CAROLYN AT THE BROKEN WHEEL INN: IF 
1 NEEDED YOU: ROSE OF OLD KENTUCKY: 
| COULDN'T FIND MY WALKING SHOES: 
WORKING ON A BUILDING: SAY YOU LIED: 
HIGH ON A HILLTOP: THE SWEETEST GIFT: 
TAKE ME IN YOUR LIFEBOAT. 


On November 10th, 1986 at the 
Kennedy Center, The Seldom 
Scene and their very special guests 
celebrated 15 years of performing, 
with this ‘live’ album the result. 
The Seldom Scene consisting of 
Mike Auldridge (dobro), John 
Duffey (mandolin) Ben Eldridge 
(banjo) Tom Gray (upright bass) 
Lou Reid (guitar) and everyone 
taking turns on the vocals. The 
guests included Emmylou Harris, 
Linda Ronstadt, Ricky Skaggs, 
Sharon White, Paul Craft, Tony 
Rice, Charlie Waller and former 
members Jonathari Edwards and 
John Starling all of whom make 


The Washington based bluegrass 
unit have gained many admirers 
through the years which I’m sure 
will be enhanced by this marvellous 
blend of traditional bluegrass, 
country and alittle gospel. Although 
there's an ever changing line-up on 
stage the music never fails below 
the early set supreme standard, 
with many memorable moments. Of 
which I'd have to include ‘I Couldn't 
Find My Walking Shoes’ and ‘Big 
Train In Memphis’ from the newer 
compositions, penned by Paul 
Overstreet and John Fogarty 
respectively, with Lou Reid’s vocals 
particularly impressive, along with 
Duffey’s mandolin and Auldridge’s 
dobro. 


John Starling, long-time lead 
vocalist is featured on almost half 
the selections, his own composition 
‘Carolyn At the Broken Wheel Inn’ 
among them. Emmylou gives voice 
on ‘Wheels’ and duets with Linda 
Ronstadt on ‘The Sweetest Gift’ a 
song from their ‘Trio’ album. Ricky 
and Sharon with only Ricky’s guitar 
for accompaniment do a stunning 
version of Townes Van Zandt's ‘If | 
Needed You’, this is inturn equalled 
by John Starling’s duet with Linda 
on ‘High On A Hilltop’, where Stuart 
Duncan adds fiddle, to the mandolin 
and dobro of the group members. 
Tony Rice shows his vocal talent on 
the tradtional ‘You Don’t Know My 
Mind’, while Charlie Waller leads on 
the Merle Travis ‘classic’ ‘Dark ASA 
Dungeon’. 


An excellent buy for both bluegrass 
fans and those who enjoy the 
acoustic/traditional aspects of 
country music. 


Maurice Hope 


LION 


NOTICE 


The Editors and Publishers of Country 
Music Round Up wish it to be known 
that Clive Wynes no longer has any 
connection with this publication and 
any CMRU communication or review 
Product should be directed to the 
Editors at our offices: CMRU 
Publishing Co., 286/287 High Street 
(Upper Precinct). Lincoin LN21AL 
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Rare UK 
Appearance 


@ New Country didn’t start with Lyle, Nanci and Steve, but with Emmylou 
Harris and the hot Band. Originally a folk singer, Emmylou teamed up with 
Gram Parsons but after the country-rock pioneer died she launched a solo 
career with WEA. Her Hot Band was the launching pad for several New Country 
talents and included, at various times, Rodney Crowell, now a successful 
singer, writer and producer; Ricky Skaggs, who kicked off the whole new 
traditionalist movement; British guitarist Albert Lee; and Tony Brown, now a 
senior figure at MCA in Nashville and the producer of Lyle, Nanci and Steve. 


@ Since her marriage to English songwriter Paul Kennerley, Emmylou Harris 


FROGGIE FINDS 


@ Towards the end of last 
year multi-award winner 
Raymond Froggatt decided 
on achange of direction 
career wise, besides 
accepting a limited number 
of bookings for CMC’s and 
Festivals in ’89 where his 
popularity was assured, he 
planned to go up-market by 
organising a theatre tour. 


@ Such a tour would involve the 
direct booking of theatres 
nationwide, meaning that Raymond 
was putting his reputation on the 
line, if the public were attracted to 
the idea all well and good — if not he 
could find himself back to square 
one. 

@ | caught the show on its fifth date 
at Lincoln's Theatre Royal, where a 
comfortably full house was treated 
to vintage Froggatt. ‘Give Me A Call’ 
followed by ‘Roly’ got things off toa 
great start, although it was apparent 
that both had new musical 
arrangements — as had most of the 
songs he included in his two, one 
hour long spots. ‘Froggie’ 
resplendent in a suit and minus the 
dark glasses for the first half, 
seemed determined to succeed and 
‘Wings On My Heels’, ‘Lonely Old 
World’, ‘Teach Me’, ‘Rainbow Eyes’ 
and ‘Part Of Your World’ earned 
him rapturous applause. 


FAVOUR 


@ Froggie was clad for the second 
half of the show in leather jacket ana 
jeans, while the band in smart black 
coats with bow ties almost seemed 
out of place in a theatre 
environment,however, it was his 
music not dress sense that people 
had come to judge. The poignant ‘! 
Wouldn't Have Missed You For The 
World’ which he ‘gave’ to the Piper 
Alpha fund also dedicated to the 
Hillsborough Disaster, was my pick 
of the night. ‘It's raining’, ‘Charlie’. 
‘Red Balloon’ and ‘Don't Let Me Cry 
Again’ all deserved the prolonged 
applause they received. All too 
soon it was time for ‘Always 
Goodbye’ followed by ‘| Will See 
You Again’ as an encore. 


@ The backing, with ‘H’ Cain lead 
guitar, Roger Brown rhythm guitar 
and harmony vocals, Jim Onslow 
bass guitar and harmonies and Tom 
Farnell drums was excellent. 


@ It was obvious that a lot of time 
and hard work had gone into the 
arrangements — a superb show — 
ifthe rest of the tour is as successful 
— then ‘Froggie’ should achieve 
what he's set out to do. 


PETE GRIFFIN 


HE’S 
(H)ARMLESS 


@ Peruse this month’s issue carefully 
— what's missing. Yes | know Mick 
Green isn't there — he’s ‘retired’ (or so 
he says) to Norfolk. You’ve read all the 
way through and you haven't noticed 
what's missing — shame on you. The 
more discerning among you will, of 
course, have discovered that Tony 
Anderson's column isn’t there — you 
have noticed haven't you. 

@ For those of you who might be 
wondering why Tony’s offering about 
the London Scene is missing, there’s a 
simple explanation — he was 
plastered at copy date time. The less 
kind might be saying that from his style 
of writing he seems always to be 
plastered, but Mr Anderson's capacity 
for holding strong drink is not the 
answer — he’s plastered because he's 
broken his wrist. 

@ |'m sure fellow scribes and readers 
will join in wishing him a speedy 
recovery, and we feel sure his state of 
incapacity will not prevent him getting 
his hand in his pocket, when it’s his 
turn to buy the drinks. 


COUNTRY 
SHADES 


@ Essex based blind 
guitarist Dave Whitmore has 
announced he’s put together a full 
backing band ‘Country Shades’. 


singer- 


@ Dave had a slight taste of 
success back in 1988 when he 
spent a week at a Pontins Country 
Festival and sang in their 
showcase. He was invited to appear 
at Brean Sands where he sang with 
the ‘Hole In The Wall Gang’ he then 
went to Prestatyn for the Pontin year 
weekend where he was given the 
opportunity to appear on the main 
stage. This prompted him to take 
the advice of newly made friends on 
the country scene to form his own 
band. 


@ The band consists of John Baker 
on lead guitar, Les Frisby (ex 
Tallahassee) on drums, Mick 
Sheenan anew raw young talent on 
bass guitar and a young lady called 
Cherise. 


@ Bookings are already coming in 
for Country Shades’ following their 
first appearance at the ‘Mocking 
Bird’ CMC Maldon, when the band 
received a great number of 
compliments on their performance. 


@ Forany further information about 
‘Country Shades’ contact Vic 
Horsman on 0375 371465 


has toured only infrequently but she makes a rare visit to the UK in June fora 
concert at London’s Hammersmith Odeon. 


@ Emmylou Harris was initially successful with a rock audience, especially in 
Europe, with the albums ‘Pieces Of The Sky’, ‘Elite Hotel’ (recently released in 
the UK by Edsel) and ‘Luxury Liner’, but then became a major country star with 
albums like ‘Blue Kentucky Girl’ and the Grammy-award winning ‘Roses In 
The Snow’. 


@ Emmylou has now recorded fourteen solo albums for Warners, including 
the excellent new ‘Bluebird’ (Reprise) album, which features guest 
appearances from Bonnie Raitt and Kate and Anna McGarrigle and songs like 
Johnny Cash’s ‘I Still Miss Someone’, Tom Rush's ‘No Regrets’, John Hiatt's 
‘Icy Blue Heart’, Butch Hancock's ‘If You Were A Bluebird’ and her recent 
country hit, ‘Heartbreak Hill’, a collaboration between Emmylou and Paul 
Kennerley. ‘Bluebird’ was produced by Richard Bennett and Emmylou Harris. 


@ Recent successes for Emmylou include a prestigious CMA award for Vocal 
Event Of The Year, an award shared with Dolly Parton and Linda Ronstadt for 
their ‘Trio’ album. 


@ The latest Hot Band line-up fetures Frank Reckard, guitar; Steve Fishell, 
steel; Don Johnson, keyboards; Barry Tashian, rhythm guitar; Mike Bowden, 
bass; and Billy Thomas, drums. 


@ The Everly Brothers. Don and Phil 
have announced that on August 12 they 
will celebrate the Second Annual 
Everly Brothers’ Homecoming Reunion 
in Central City. Kentucky. The 
legendary singers returned to their 
ancestral home last year to perform a 
benefit concert for the economically 
depressed coal mining town in 
Muhlenberg County. The festival came 
about after Don saw a news short on 
national television which dealt with 
economic conditions in rural Kentucky. 
Hearing that the police in his home 
town were hard pressed for money to 
up-date their emergency radio system. 
he contacted Phil, and together they 
donated the necessary funds. One 
thing led to another and eventually a 
festival of ceremonies. parades and 
concerts was held to generate 
additional income for the community. 
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EVERLYS: 
2nd Homecoming? 


Reba inspired by 
‘Cathy’s Clown’ 


@ ‘Cathy's Clown’, is an inspired new version of the Everly Brother's 
classic by top American star Reba McEntire, so says the latest press 
release by her publicity agency. It could be because the 7 inch version 
also features ‘Walk On’ and both tracks will be found on Reba’s 
forthcoming album , ‘Sweet Sixteen’. The CD version of ‘Cathy's Clown’ 
features an extra track, ‘Sunday Kind Of Love’. from the singer's current 
MCA album, ‘Reba’. 


@ Reba. who made her UK debut at London's Dominion Theatre last 
month has the best credentials going for her. Simply. she is the most 
successful country music female of the Eighties. 


@ Inthe USA Reba McEntire now appeals to a wide range of listeners. 
The 1988 Gallup Youth Survey announced that American teenagers 
had picked her as one of their Top Ten Female Vocalists and when 
People magazine polled it’s readers last summer for their favourite 
female singer, Reba came joint third, with Madonna and Linda Ronstadt, 
only just behind Whitney Houston and Barbra Streisand 


@ The Everly Brothers hail from 
central Kentucky where their late 
father was acclaimed one of the few 
‘authentic’ guitarists in American 
music. The influence of his thumb 
picking style can be heard in the music 
of players such as Merle Travis and 
Mose Reger. Chet Atkins. also a 
master of this style. will be performing 
at this year’s event. A thumb picking 
showcase will be a highlight of the 
festival. 


@ Don and Phil plan to make the 
festival an annual event that 
concentrates on the distinctive vocal 
and instrumental styles that grew out 
of and reflect the cultural heritage of 
the region. Proceeds from the event go 
to the Everly Brothers’ Foundation. a 
charity that provides aid for 
scholarships and community projects 
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Country’s 


KEITH WHITLEY 


1954 - 1989 


@ One of country music's brightest new stars Keith Whitley 
passed away during the night of May 9. aged 34. An autopsy 
revealed five times the accepted level of alcohol in his 
bloodstream— verdict alcoholic poisoning. 


@ Keith Whitley enjoyed 
phenominal success during the past 
year. with ‘Don’t Close your Eyes’ 
making top five in the Billboard 
single chart. ‘When You Say Nothing 
At All’ and ‘I’m No Stranger To The 
Rain’ hitting the top spot. All these 
are to be found on the album ‘Don't 
Close Your Eyes’ (RCA). released in 
Britain to coincide with Whitley's 
appearance at the Wembley Festival 
this Easter 


@ Among the tributes. close friend 
Ricky Skaggs said. ‘He was like a 
brother to me — | loved him dearly 


@ Joe Galante. RCA Senior Vice 
President General Manager. 


Nashville: “Keith loved and lived his 
music. All of us at RCA feel the loss 
of a very special friend and talent’ 


@ Jack McFadden. his manager: 
‘He was like a son to me and one of 
the greatest artists I've ever run 
across. There will always be a 
special place in my heart for Keith 
and |'m sorry people will be deprived 
of his great talent. Keith was the type 
of individual you'd want to live next 
door to and want to go fishing with 
every Saturday’. 


@ Keith Whitley leaves a wife. 
recording artiste Lorrie Morgan. and 
a host of fans on both sides of the 
Atlantic. He will be sorely missed. 


Loss... 


THE END OF AN ERA 


@ The end of an era in British Country music came with the 
announcement of the death of Miki, of the award winning duo 


Miki and Griff. 


@ Miki. from Scotland. met Griff. a 
Welshman. whilst working for the 
renowned George Mitchell 
Minstrels. During the early 50s the 
couple broke from the choir. moving 
to Johnny Denis and The Ranchers 
and joining the chorus of Tom 
Arnold's Ice Show as a singing 
comedy act. In 1955 they struck out 
on their own. 


@ Miki and Griff's big break came 
when Lonnie Donegan hired them as 
support for his road show. The 
massive exposure they received on 
‘live’ dates. radio and TC enabled 
Donegan to secure the twosome a 
recording contract with Pye Records. 


@ Miki and Griff’s first single. Hold 
Back Tomorrow’. made the charts in 
1959. opening the door to more 

successes with ‘Rockin’ Alone In An 


Old Rockin’ Chair’. their most 
requested song but surprisingly their 
lowest chart placing. in 1960 ‘Little 
Bitty Tear’ (their biggest hit). in 
1962. and the following year. ‘| 
Wanna Stay Here’. 


@ Though the hit records dried up in 
the mid sixties. Miki and Griff 
remained popular ‘live’ entertainers 
in the U.K. and Europe right up to the 
present time. 


@ |f British country music had a 
“Hall Of Fame’. Miki and Griff would 
surely be the first elected. 


@ Miki will be greatly missed not 
only for her fine singing voice. but for 
her warmth and her wicked sense of 
humour. Our sympathy is for Griff 
who was married to this fine lady for 
almost thirty-nine years. 


Every month we offer 


BREDBURY COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB 


AT ‘QUAFFERS'’ 
STOCKPORT ROAD WEST, BREDBURY 
STOCKPORT 


presents a 


COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL 


in aid of ‘Bethesda School’ for the 
Physically Handicapped 


featuring 
JOHNNY MARKS 
MEDICINE BOW 
BEN REES BAND 


KEY WEST 
STONECREEK 
ROGER HUMPHRIES 
MADISON COUNTY 


SUNDAY, 17th SEPTEMBER 1989 


12.30 pm to 10.30 pm 
TICKETS: IN ADVANCE £5, ON DOOR £6 


ALL DAY BAR AND FOOD 


Parties Over 20 10% Reduction — Children Welcome 


SEND SAE: J Boulton, 52 Oxford Drive 
Woodley, Stockport, Cheshire, SK6 1JE 


ENQUIRIES: 061 494 6804 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
credited to 
Brian Shelley 


obtained by writing to: 


Photo File (Dept. CMRU) 
15 Chilcott Road, 
Watford, WD2 5LF. 

Tel: (0923) 670774 


SECRETARIES 
To Qualify 
FOR YOUR CLUB LISTING. 
PHONE 
0522 41546 


IT’S HERE — BRITAIN'S ONLY 
COUNTRY MUSIC 
COMPILATION VIDEO, SHOT 
OVER TWO YEARS AT PONTINS 
COUNTRY FESTIVALS BY A 
BROADCAST TELEVISION 
COMPANY. 

Featuring TWENTY 
NUMBERS from TEN of 
the best of the UK’s 
country bands including 
COLORADO, 
CAMPBELL’S COUNTRY 
JOHNNY MARKS AND 
MEDICINE BOW 


Seventy five minutes long and 
including a Shiloh Society Civil 
War Battle, a Western shoot out, 
Indian and Western Dancing and 
of course — the Trilogy. 


Available only from 

Square Pictures Limited 
232s The Exchange 

Mount Stuart Square 
Cardiff CF16RD 

NOW ONLY £12.99 plus 
£1.20 postage and packing. 


New Subscribers the 
chance to win a country album 


IRIEIEY 


THIS MONTH 
SUBSCRIBERS 
CAN WIN THIS 
—— SUPER —— 

COUNTRY ALBUM 


If you are already asubscriber 
and due for renewal you will 
also be eligivie. 


OOO0O0O 


But don't waste time, your 
subscription must be with 
us by the first of next month 


WOQO00 


For the subscription rates 
see elsewhere in this 
publication. 


Last Month’s Winner rine 
Mr W. Punton, Templestowe Hill, Whitkirk, Leeds. 


As his prize Mr Punton will receive Ricky Skaggs’ ‘Live In London’ album. 
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Dear Editor. 


Could | please take a few lines of 
your letter page to thank everybody 
who was included with Dave 
Sheriff's recent World Record 
attempt. 


At 5pm on Saturday 25th February, 
Dave had played for 185 hrs 
(beating the Australian record by 54 
hrs). Up until now we do not have a 
final total of money raised but at the 
last count (March 10th) it had 
topped £5,300 andit will all go to the 
Highland Hospice. (He also 
received over 300 phone calls). The 
response from all our friends and 
families and the people in the 
Highlands has been phenominal 
and we will never be able to thank 
them all enough. 


Thanks for the space. 
Nicki Clarke 


Address for donations: 


Dave Sheriff and Nicki Clarke, 
Cancer Aid, 

Highland Hospice, 

1 Bishop's Road, 

Inverness IV3 5SB 


OOOO 
DOoOO 


Dear Editor, 


| felt | had to put pen to paper in 
praise of the fantastic night we had 
at High Lane CMC, Stockport on 
April 1st. Nashville Fever were 
appearing, and being fan club 
members we're prepared to travel 
to see them. To my mind the best 
band in Britain. They were fantastic, 
as you would expect from ‘Fever’, 
and the warm welcome we received 
from the club hosts Pam and Eddie, 
who gave us directions to the club, 
were equally great and made the 
140 miles round trip worthwhile. 
Thanks Colin, Ali, Ken, and Roy for 
a great night. Thanks Pam and 
Eddie for making us welcome. 
Catch you again sometime. 


Sincerely, 


P.D.M. Sturgess, 
Powell Street, 
Harrogate, 
North Yorkshire. 


Dear Editor, 


It is with deep personal regret that 
| write to inform you that | will 

not be submitting any copy to your 
publication from this years 
Wembley Festival because of 
circumstances beyond my control. 


Along with my contributing collea- 
gues from C.M.R.U., | was informed 
on arrival at Watford that the festival 
organiser Mervyn Conn had faxed 
you with the information that your 
reporting staff would not be 
“receiving a customary issue of 
complimentary tickets for this years 
festival, but as concession tickets 
would be made available to your 
writers at half the price of their face 
value. Which incidentally was a 
mark up on the ticket touts 
desperation prices. Atthe 11th hour 
Mervyn Conn did agree to issue 
non-concert press passes, but 
when | applied for mine | was 
informed that they had already been 
collected by an unidentified person. 


The following day | received a 
media pass due to the determina- 
tion of your office staff, but alas 
myself and two other members of 
CMRU's team were singled out by a 
member of the security staff at the 
instigation of one of Mervyn Conn’s 
office staff and asked to leave the 
area, making it impossible for me to 
carry out my work to the standard 
required by your publication. 


|can only offer my apologies to your 
readers and the Wembley enter- 
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tainers for being forbidden to supply 
The words that go with the music’, 
at Wembley ‘89. Although | was 
made to feel a political pawn by 
Mervyn Conn’s actions | will not 
bow to him by submitting a lesser 
report under duress and | hope that 
both you and C.M.R.U. readers 
understand 


in closing may | offer my thanks for 
a wonderful C.M.R.U. House Party 
at the Hilton Hotel, Watford. it more 
than compensated for the disap- 
pointments of Wembley. 


Yours sincerely, 


Brian Ahern, 
Villdale Avenue, 
Offerton. 
Stockport. 


Dear Editor. 


In Glasgow there is a country music 
club with some 1,500 members. It is 
unique in the sense that the 
members own the premises — 
which, indeed, has just had a 
£150,000 facelift to the exterior 

and are debt free. 


The Club is well known to radio and 
television producers who make use 
of the facilities from time to time. 

It is well known to both the local and 
national press, who regularly print 
features on it. It is well known to 
bands and artists on both sides of 
the Atlantic. There is a constant 
stream of visitors from all over 
Britain as well as overseas. 


There must be some reason why 
the country music newspaper 
reporters have never heard of it. 


Jim Webb (Vice-President), 
Glasgow's ‘Grand Ole Opry’. 
Country Music Club. 

2/4 Govan Road. 

Paisley Road Toll, 

Glasgow. 

G51 1HS 


OOOO 
OO00 


Dear Editor, 


We would be very grateful if you 
would publish our letter and would 
like to thank you for the support you 
gave us at the Wembley Festival. 
We were very sorry that Billy was 
not able to complete his act, due to 
circumstances entirely beyond his 
control. We know he very much 
regrets that he could not do what he 
had planned for his many fans 


Personally we found it totally 
appalling that a Grand Ole Opry star 
with such an illustrious career 
should be treated in the way he was 
treated. The Fan Club especially are 
grateful Billy spent time meeting 
them all and we also thank the 
Country Club Team for their support 
and for the nice interview. We would 
also like to thank the many singers, 
D.J.s, journalists and literally 
hundreds of fans who talked to us, 
to register their feelings at the was 
Billy was treated at Wembley this 
year. 


We are not concerned about whose 
fault is was, because the truth 
remains to be sorted out between 
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Please keep letters short. Write on one side of the paper only. 
Allletters are subject to editing and submission and will be taken 
to imply acceptance of that condition. 


the BBC and Mervyn Conn but we 
would like to state that it was nothing 
to do with Billy, who only wanted to 
do his job properly. We are very 
proud indeed of Billy, both for the 
fantastic time he was allowed and 
for the dignified manner in which he 
dealt with a distressing situation. 
We would also like to thank other 
very supportive Billy Walker fan club 
members for their help to us during 
the weekend and appreciate the 
efforts they made to encourage us, 
Billy, Betty and the Tennessee 
Walkers. 


Yours sincerely, 


Pat and Lyn Heaney, 
Fan Club Secretaries, 
21 Great Stone Road, 
Northfield, 

Birmingham 831 2LR 


Dear Editor 


Please allow me to air my views on 
the Billy Walker fiasco at Wembley. 


His behaviour was childish, selfish 
and indefensible. Total lack of 
professionalism over took his well 
documented so called feelings for 
his fans. M.C. pays the piper and 
therefore calls the tune, so take note 
Mr Walker and your misguided fan 
club secretary. 


Billy Walker shouldn't even have 
been allowed on the same stage as 
the humble Buck Owens and | 
delight in the fact that Buck's class 
performance crucified Walker and 
exposed him for what he is — crap! 


He should return to ‘Beautiful 
Texas’ reflect on his overkill 
presence in Britain over many years 
and spare a thought to poor Suzy 
Bogguss, who had to perform in the 
aftermath of his tantrums. 


If that’s caring professionalism I'd 
rather take a chance on ‘no show 
Jones’. 


Yours faithfully 


John Scott 
Oakwood Drive 
Salford 


OOOO 
OOOO 


Dear Editor, 


My wife and | attended Wembley for 
the first time this year, and 
thoroughly enjoyed the weekend, 
except for the Billy Walker 
humiliation, 


We both feel that the way he was 
bundled off the Wembley Stage was 
an absolute disgrace. Neither of us 
have ever experienced such a 
hostile reaction from an audience 
(hardly surprising), and it 
completely spoilt our enjoyment of 
his spot. When you consider that we 
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had travelled 230 miles each way to 
see the great man, the disap- 
pointment was difficult to swallow! 


Having been prepared to give the 
Mervyn Conn Organisation another 
chance after a Liverpool Empire, 
Don Williams Concert fiasco and a 
Blackpool Opera House, Billie Jo 
Spears Concert, which ended so 
abruptly, it was embarrasing. 


We were told by the Wembley 
‘veterans’ that things are not what 
they used to be, the empty seats 
must bear this out. 


Yours in country, 


Jim and Lillian Redman, 
Lancaster Road, 

Knott End on Sea, 
Blackpool, 

Lancashire. 


OOOO 
OOOO 


Dear Editor, 


May we express our sincere thanks 
‘to Mr and Mrs Kettle, staff of 
Country Music Round Up, and all 
the artists taking part in making the 
House Party at the Hilton Hotel, 
Watford once again a very 
enjoyable occasion. 


Yours faithfully, 


Joan and Roy Evans, 
Clipstone Road West, 
Forest Town, 
Mansfield, 

Notts. 


Dear Editor, 


Brian Ahern (March issue) ensures 
the debate continues of what is or is 
not ‘country’ and seems to decry 
those who have a different outlook 
to his own. 


Just what he supports to ‘broaden 
his acceptance’ he does not say 
except, stage conduct, delivery, 
etc., but you can find all that and 
more, plus four chart albums by the 
popular Daniel O’Donnell. 


So it really depends what direction 
the paying public wants, not paid 
critics. 


Many artists do not care to be 
labelled ‘country’ and in fact this is 
quite correct, but perhaps this is the 
type of artist he wants us to accept. 


He states c/music is in the ear of the 
beholder but if some like ‘pop’ or 
rock dilutions, then others have the 
right to prefer Cajun, Bluegrass, 
Irish, Western, Tracking or any 
traditional sound, but please do not 
tellus, that we, who prefer any, or all 
of the latter that we are doing 
something to the detriment of 
c/music and its future. 


Many successful modern artists 
include good oldies in their new 
albums and make them hits, so if 
this helps to sell these albums 

it is certainly good enough to 
encourage and convert others as to 
what good c/music is all about, not 
the reverse. 


The recent Ricky Van Shelton 
album ‘Loving Proof’ is an excellent 
example to both worlds. 


! do hope that Brian did not get on to 
his ‘soap box’ at the House Party 
Seminar as a paid critic, to preach to 
his own kind, to try and prove that 
many of us are uncaring, don’t know 
nothing, idiots; — It could be that he 
himself has the wrong views of 
c/music and it’s loyal fans. 


Sincerely, 


Jim Crisp, 
Sidegate Lane, 
Ipswich, 
Suffolk. 


Dear Editor, 


Just a line to say many thanks for 
April issue of CMRU. As always, | 
have enjoyed reading every page 
— but before | say another word, 
must tell you how very sorry | was 
to read that Mick Green is leaving. 
|, and many other readers |’m sure, 
will greatly miss his articles, but 

I'd like to add my sincere good 
wishes to the hundreds of others 
he's bound to receive for his, and 
his wife’s, happiness in their move 
to Norfolk. May they both have 
many years of pleasure in their new 
home — and PLEASE Mick, spare 
us a thought, and a few words, 
occasionally! 


For the first time, even with my 
daughter's help, I’ve managed to 
complete Wordsearch. | enclose 
answers! You confused me, didn't 
you, by including Hank Locklin, Bill 


Haley and Red Sovine in the grid — 


then | got to wondering how on earth 
the latter two could appear at your 
Jamboree — and realised their 
names were not among the 
anagrams!! 


Missed the Easter weekend, at the 
Wembley Festival. Guess it 
wouldn't be the same now for us, 
with so many friends missing. 
Thanks again for a really super 
newspacked paper. 


Sincerely, 


Yvonne Evans 
Ffordd Morfa, 
Llandudno, 


OoOo0 
o0oo00 


Dear Editor, 


When | received the cassette 

of Randy Blue and Deep Water 
around a year ago, | was instantly 
won by the sincere warmth in 
Randy's voice, the beautiful 
controlled vocal voice of Bobbie 
Wyatt. The track ‘Pittsburgh 
Stealers’ rarely left my cassette 
deck. | agree completely with the 
article by Pete Griffin, inhis . 
column. 


| would be very interested to know 
if Randy has any plans to tour down 
south, or a new cassette/album 
release in the near future. 


It was a pleasure to sit in ones 
armchair, in the comfort of ones 
home, soak up the sincerity of one 
Vernon Oxford, pilus accept the 
talent of the man appreciated by a 
vast audience, understanding the 
wide spectrum of country music. 
Top marks, must also go out to the 
programme producers of ‘Arena’, 
for portraying country music like it 


really should be put to a television 
audience. 


The programme should also give 
heart for the future, to many young 
talented performers in British 
country music today, who 
constantly hear the dreaded words 
from defeatests, ‘females are 
unable to win awards from within a 
band’, ‘Nashville is out of bounds’! 


The progress of Stu Page, Greta 
Granger plus Bobbie Wyatt should 
be the backbone we need to go into 
the future with conviction plus 
complete confidence. ; 


Yours in country, 


Tony Sparkes, 
St Martins Close, 
Lordshill, 
Southampton, 
Hants. 


OOOO 
OoO00 


Dear Editor, 


Again | write in praise of the Great 
Bobby Bare. How does he do it, 
looking younger everytime we see 
him and never failing to please his 
fans. 


What an absolute delight hearing a 
track from his ‘Singing In The 
Kitchen’ album — an album | know 
is very close to Bobby's heart and 
he cherishes it dearly and of course 
everyone loving the opportunity to 
join in with ‘YOU ARE’. 


It was nice to see Gary Kubal again 
on drums, it’s been a few years 
since he last came with ‘The 
Pullybone’. 


Bobby looked extremely happy with 
his award, he deserves it. Thank 
you Bobby for a great day. 
Congratulations to everyone 
involved with the super stage set 
and all those behind the scenes, 

in particular David Allan. 


Yours sincerely, 


Jenny Prebble, 
Bethersden, 
Nr. Ashford, 
Kent. 


Dear Eaitor 


| would like to quote an instance of 
what happened to ‘Applejack’ in 
Shotton Colliery Club on Sunday 
16th April 1989. 


This club does a three spot instead 
of the usual two spot, the second 
spot had hardly started when the 
power went off. The Club quickly got 
some candles lit when Kevin 
Raymond decided to continue the 
show (back to the old days), Jo Ann 
carried a candle whilst Kevin and 
Becky walked around the audience 
singing and Kevin on his guitar. 


When the power came on and the 
lingo was over, the third spot got 
under way, we got some requests 
played e.g. Boulder to Birmingham, 
not the usual Blanket on the Ground 
type of Song, 


| think this group will go places, 
considering the two sisters are 
young. to my mind they can only get 
better. 


Thanks ‘Applejack’ for a great night, 
you are assured that Jean and | will 
see you again in our area. 


Yours sincerely 


Jack Iddon 
Berwick Court 
Frindon Grange 
County Durham 
TS29 6HT 
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NASTVGLLE Ss; 


MORE STARS ADDED 
TO FAN FAIR SHOWS 


@ NASHVILLE — Vern Gosdin, New Grass 
Revival, Gene Watson, The Forester Sisters, 
Ricky Skaggs and Lorrie Morgan are some of 
the extra stars added to a growing list of 
performers at the 1989 International Country 
Music Fan Fair scheduled for June 5-11 at the 
Tennessee State Fairgrounds. Some time 
tables indicate barely a couple of songs 
apiece as more and more names are added. 


The updated show lineup inciudes: 


Monday, June 5 

6 - 9 pm: Bluegrass Show to be announced 

9.30 - 11 pm: Cajun Show, Doug Kershaw, Jimmy C. 
Newman and Cajun Country, Cedric Benoit. 


Tuesday, June 6 

10 am - noon: International Show: Porter Wagoner — 
Host; Kathy Mattea — Host; The Jordanaires — Backup 
vocals; The Walters Family, Canada; Two Hearts, 
England; Ame Benoni, Norway; Voytek Gassowski, 
Poland; Sandy Kelly, ireland; Jesse, Brazil; Vera Ferial, 
Indonesia 

1 - 2.30 pm: Atlantic, America Records Show: Nelson 

” Larkin - Host; Billy Joe Royal; Girls Next Door; Jeff Stevens; 
Pal Rakes; Robin Lee; Billy ‘Crash’ Craddock 

4-6 pm Mercury, Polygram Records ShowButch Baker - 
Host; Kathy Mattea; The Burch Sisters; Larry Boone 

8 - 10 pm MCA Records ShowGerry House - Host; Lee 
Greenwood; Steve Wariner; Oak Ridge Boys; New artist , 
segment: James House; Karen Staley; Lionel Cartwright 


Wednesday, June 7 

10 am - noon Universal Records Show: Charlie Chase - 
Host; Eddy Raven; Lacy J. Dalton; Tim Maichak; Wild Rose; 
The Gatlins; Nitty Gritty Dirt Band; Joni Harms 
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2.30 - 4.30 pm Wamer Bros. Records ShowHolly Dunn; 
Forester Sisters; Gene Watson; The A-Strings 

7,30 pm - 9.30 pm RCA Records ShowShelly Mangrum - 
Host; Ronnie Milsap; Jo-El Sonnier; Clint Black; Lorrie 
Morgan 


Thursday, June 8 

10 am - noon Capital Records Show: Dan Seals; T. 
Graham Brown; Sawyer Brown; Suzy Bogguss; New Grass 
Revival 

2.30 pm - 4.30 pm 16th Avenue Records Show Charley 
Pride; John Coniee; Canyon 


7.30 pm - 9.30 pm CBS Records Show:Ricky Skaggs - Host; 
Ricky Van Shelton; Shenandoah; Vern Gosdin; Linda Davis; 
Russeil Smith 


Friday, June 9 


10 am - noon Songwriters Show to be announced 

1 - 2.30 pm Airborne Records Show: 

Frank Jones - Host; Mickey Gilley; Stella Parton; The 
Sanders 

3 - 4 pm Independent Label Show:Lisa Childress - True 
Records; Bonnie Guitar - Playback Records; Bertie 
Higgins - Southern Tracks; Josh Logan - Curb Records; 
Gary Stewart - Hightone Records; Hank Thompson - Step 
One Records 


Sunday, June 11 


10.30 am - 6 pm Grand Masters Fiddling Championship 
(Opryland USA) 


@ Already, more than 16,000 people have registered 
for Fan Fair. The ticket price of $65 includes more than 
30 hours of concerts, admission to the exhibit halls and 
autograph signing sessions, a ticket to Opryland USA 
amusement park, the Country Music Hall of Fame and 
the Ryman Auditorium plus two meals. ; 


EMMY LOU 
HARRIS 


More Readers’ Letters 


heading ‘Will she get to the 
Jamboree in time?’ It is such a 
lovely photo, I’m quite sure her 
parents will be disappointed not to 
see her name mentioned. Who is 
she? And how old is she? 


Dear Editor, 


Many thanks for May issue of 
Country Music Round Up, with all 
helpful data, (and sticker!) for the 
Grantham Jamboree. Also 
delighted to read your review of the 
Eastern Festival at Wembley, with 
the super photos that accompanied 
it. | enjoyed all the articles there in, 
as always, plus the great pictures. 


| was devastated to learn, last 
weekend, of the death of Miki (Miki 
and Griff), it was such a shock as 
we'd only just heard she was in 
hospital. Seems like the end of an 
era. Such a nice couple and so 
popular for so many years. Our 
hearts go out to Griff in his sad loss. 
Please add our names to the many 
you're bound to receive, offering 
deepest sympathy to him. 


Do you know anything about a new 
album Sonny James has supposed 
to have recorded, recently in 
Australia? My info was, that he’d 
retired, but I’ve since been told he’s 
been in Australia recording, and I’m 
blessed if | can find any trace or 
details of this album, which | must 
have! 


Thanks again for a super country 
paper. 


Yours sincerely 


Yvonne Evans 
Tristan 

Ffordd Morfa 
Llandudno 
Gwynedd 


Dear Editor 


| feel quite strongly on Pete Griffin's 
article ‘Stamina’. |can only hope it’s 
been a simple oversight on his 
behalf. 


| refer to the fact in his summing up 
of a very good article, he goes into 
great detail to thank every one by 
name, except to me the most 
important people namely Colin and 
Pat Kettle who spent 12 months 
planning, booking and putting the 
whole Watford package together. 


So may I correct this by saying a big 
thank you Colin and Pat for four 
wonderful days at Watford. 


Kindest regards 


Sue Worthington 
‘Waverley’ 

Brigham Road 
Cockermouth Cumbria 


Eds Comment: Don’t blame Pete, Sue, we 
edited it out, but thanks for yourconcern. 


Dear Editor 


After receiving my May 1989 issue 
of Country Music Round Up, | was, 
as usual, delighted with all the 
articles. 

The piece on page 8 was very good 
and showed what a good — but 
nevertheless hectic — weekend we 
missed at Wembley. 

Please, please could you print the 
name of the beautiful little girl riding 
her bike in the photo with the 
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SUNDAY JULY 2, 1989 
10.30am - 10.30pm 


Just 20 minutes from the M20 and 
M25 (less than an hour from London, 
ssex, Surrey and Sussex) 


Coun! 


STIVEY analld 


, Paddock Wood, 
aidstone, Kent 


Music Festival set In the 


shadow of the traditional oast houses on the 
world famous 1,000 acre hop farm 


Top American and British Country Stars ees - 


STELLA PARTON 
VERNON OXFORD 
PHILOMENA BEGLEY 


Joe Sun & Memphis Roots @ The 
Ford @ Two Hearts 
(Little Ginny & Tammy Cline) @ Pete 
Sayers & Dixie Bluebirds @ Wesley 
Parker @ Ned Porridge @ Duffy Brothers 
Big Band @ Jonny Young Band 
Arrival @ Dave McQueen Power Band 


Hillsiders @ Ge 


Compere - Wally Whyton 


There will also be other events including 
Brian Golbey’s Acoustic Workshop, 
Bucking Bronco, a special Craft Fayre, 
Record Stalls, Western Wear, Kiddies 
Rides, and many other attractions 


* bn 


STELLA p “ARTON 


Buy ticketsnow Tickets are £10 for adults and £5 for children 
save money In advance they will be £6 for adults and £3 


AND THE HOT BAND 


HAMMERSMITH ODEON 
MON 19th JUNE 


: BOX OFFICE: 01 748 4081 


Prew.o 


CREDIT CARD HOTLINES: 01 734 8932, 01240 0771, 01 379 4444 (subject to booking fee) 


AN ASGARD @ PRESENTATION 


Good ‘n’ Count 
Kent. 


2 
antl 


.-EVER WANTED TO 
RECORD IN NASHVILLE 


Now you can have ‘The Nashville Sound’ without having to cross The Atlantic. 


Nashville based Singer/Songwriter and Producer Mark Moseley will 
shortly be bringing some well known Sessions Musicians to The U.K., 
and is at present scheduling dates. Mark has worked in the studio with 
such Artists as Tommy Overstreet, Hank Thompson, Roy Drusky 
and Charlie Louvin. 


Among the British Acts he has produced are...Two Hearts...Marie 
Lester...Les Close...Paddy Kelly...and Aubrey Lovejoy, who recently 
charted in the U.S.A. with his single ‘California Blues’. 


Interested - You should telephone our U.K. Associates on 0793-610549. 


Or send a tape and your enquiry direct to SOUND CONTROL STUDIO, 
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P.O. Box 40013, Nashville, Tennessee 37204, U.S.A. 


Tickets Saraable ee eae 
op, Upfront Video, Tonbri or by 
Festivals, 24 Bray Cay rdens, sea Maidstone, 
E15 9TR, phone Maidstone 0622 744481 


for children (special offer until June 17) 


There is also limited, covered seating, but hurry these 
are going fast. 


pete pone Shop, CMP 


Proceeds are in aid of THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 


JUNE 
MISSES 
JUNE 


@ Due to being hospitalised for a 
gall bladder operation, June Wilson 
was unable to provide her 
contribution from East Anglia for this 
month. 


@ All her fellow scribes send best 
wishes for a full and speedy 
recovery. 


Keep up the good work and we'll 
keep on reading! 


Yours faithfully 
A.B. Richardson 


Southroyd Park Pudsey 
West Yorkshire S28 8AX 


Eds Comment: The little lady belongs to our 
intrepid Cleveland Area Contributor, Keith 
Render, and she was the life and soul of 
several late night assemblies at the Country 
Music Round Up House Party over Easter. 
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EVERYBODY 
NEEDS A 
SPARE 
WHEEL 


Bookings ANN CARMODY, 
56 Kilmuir Road, Inverness, V3 6EP. 
Telephone 0463 221268 


lemon Grass 
(06973) 44436 


AVAILABLE FOR 


COUNTRY CLUBS : | 
TOURS 
FESTIVALS ETC vendel 


BOOKINGS DIRECT — Tel: 061 633 9322 


ALF ROBERTS 0244 813009 


JUNE WILSON 


j 


W 
WESTER DANCE 


94 Magpie Road, Norwich NR3 1JG 


NOEL DILLON AND THE FOSTER BOYS 
FOR AVAILABLE DATES: RING 0952610919 


$5 


COUNTRY ACT BY CMRU ILLUSTRATOR 
PETE COFFEY (size 10x8,suitable for 
Tee framing). £4.99 each: incl. p&p. 
iS PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES OR P.O's PAYABLE TO PETE COFFEY. 
Order now from: 18 Woodstock Crescent, Woodley, 
Stockport, Cheshire SK6 1QS. 


ALSO AVAILABLE: LIVING LEGENDS COLLAGE, AS REPRODUCED IN CMRU,ON TOP 
QUALITY ART PAPER - SIZE 16x12 APPROX. £3.99 incl. p&p. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 


25p Per Word 
g (£10 Minimum Charge) 
Z j | Prepaid 


GERRY FORD FAN -CLUB.SAE TO: 
Margaret Trotter (Secretary) 3, Priory Bank 
Villas, Coldstream, Berwickshire, TD12 4DZ. 
Tel: (0890) 2871. 

CLASS COUNTRY GUITAR/VOCAL. ALSO 
plays lead bass and drums requires pro work. 


No timewasters, I'm gettin’ older every day. 
Tel. 0625 613048 after 6 pm. 


; hk é 
NASHVILLE FEVER 


Telephone: 0603 485995 


4 Tel: (0493) 720918 


ADEYS HARDWARE CO. 
. Boekings Tel. 0602 638147 


Did You 
Know 


PETE NADEN 


| One of Britain's 
* Finest Country Vocalists 


Is now booking 
Solo, Duo or Group 
For more details 


Tel: 0253 591763 


SHOPS CLUBS ETC * 
SUPPLIED ON * 
WHOLESALE TERMS fie. ¢ 


HATS, BOLO TIES, 
BELTS, BUCKLES 
BEADWORK ETC. 


CATALOGUE FROM 


estern 
ovelties 


26 Parkside Avenue. Romford. 
Essex. RM1 4ND (0708) 41758 


For single retail orders please contact 
Western advertisers in this publication 


Now organising 1989 tour dates for 
lreland’s most entertaining band 


KID WAYNE and THE KWC BAND 


and the fantastic 


JOHN C. KING 


available as a solo or with his FAMILY BAND 


ANN CARMODY, 56 Kilmuir Road, Inverness, IV3 6EP. 0463-221268 


START A COLLECTION FROM JIM SILVERTHORN’S 
EXTENSIVE LIBRARY OF PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


COUNTRY MUSIC ARTISTES 


IN ANTIQUE SEPIA, BLACK/WHITE OR COLOUR 


For details contact: 
Jim Silverthorn, 11 Fry’s Hill, Kingswood, Bristol BS15 4Qu. 
Telephone 0272 671067. 
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A TRUE COUNTRY MUSIC 


@ The organising of The Third 
Country Music Spectacular, which 
happened on the Saturday of the 
May day weekend, at the 
Commodore International, 
Nottingham, hadn’t been without 
a stroll down the thorny path of 
problems. 


@ First the withdrawal of Raymond Froggatt some 
months ago, then an attack from nasty rumours 
unlimited. concerning alleged non-booking of billed 
acts, which had to be quelled. Then a last minute let 
down by P/A System Suppliers. such are the trials of 
administration and organisation. 


@ Having understood the show start time to be 12.30 
pm, when in fact it was mid-day, led to my missing most 
of the first acts seventy minute segment. That was a 
shame because Key West had obviously got the 
proceedings, up. away, and bubbling, and from the two 
or three numbers | witnessed. had done so with an 
enthusiastic mixture of talent. personality and energy. 
They encored with a beautifully controlled version of 
Nanci Griffith's ‘From A Distance’ before exitting to 
tumultuous applause from the full house. 


@ |t must have been frustrating for Key West. to have 
set up such a splendid atmosphere. only to see it slip 
away to the lack-lustle performance from Kelvin 
Henderson. Some sound problems were beginning to 
manifest themselves, but this can be no excuse for such 
an experienced and respected entertainer. who. quite 
frankly. didn’t seem interested. 


@ Fortunately. follow-on act was The Gentle Giant. 
Castleford's amiable Dennis Collier. with his Collier 
Dixon Line, Quite teasing. inoffensive humour. 
combined with heart-felt music soon raised the 
atmosphere again and there it was to stay until midnight 
Dennis made light and fun, of the irritating buzz from the 
sound system. and Stroller, the next and final band of 
the afternoon session. totally ignored it and even worse, 
a now apparent occasional feed back squeal. in true 
professional style. as they worked their way through a 
thoroughly up-to-date repertoire. which cheekily 
included The Travelling Wilburys ‘It’s All Right’ great 
stuff and a high end to the first half. 


SPECTACULAR 


By Derek Peters 


@ The interval was taken up by The Sound Crew and 
Colorado installing that band’s P/A system as 
replacement for the ailing hired kit. and with maestro 
sound engineer. lan Mclvor at the control console. 
Compere Brian Ahern, who had so neatly linked the 
afternoon show together. introduced the Stu Page Band 
as evening session openers. Strong in all departments. 
talented. and workman like, Stu. Terry. Andy, Patrick. 
and Tim, spe'ting a hair cut close to ultimate. quickly set 
the pace, the scene and the feel. All too soon. their 
contribution was fulfilled. giving way to the lunatic antics 
of Dillinger 


@ Innotime flat. the Commodore was in uproar. As itso 
happens. Dillinger’s music is of a high order and in my 
opinion (to borrow a Griffinism) boast arguably British 
CM's finest bassist in Ricky Firth, but add the band’s (in 
general) and Mick Sagar's (in-particular) aggressive 
humour. and you have as complete an entertainment 
unit as British Country Music will ever be endowed with 
Rock. rythmn and blue. jazz. soul, or disco have got 
nothing like this. 


® The follow on act was going to be busy, so sensibly, 
the dust was allowed to settle for 10 minutes, before 
Kenny Johnson and North Wind set about blowing up 
their own storm, and this they did! Kenny, while willing to 
keep his following happy with his older repetoire likes to 
move with the times, aided and abetted by the brilliant 
Bobby Arnold, whose rendering of Ricky Van Shelton's 
‘Crime of Passion’, and later, his styling of ‘Tupelo 
Mississippi Flash’ pulsed excitement and drive. 


@ Things were really flying now and next band on stage 
was probably the newest of all nine acts assembled 
today. Cross Country are a hard driving, 
uncompromising, highly talented, highly polished 
country rock band, who play what they do, in the way 
that they do, because that is what they decided that they 
would form to do. And wow, do they fly! Hard, solid 
driving rythm, tidy, pulsating lead guitar, deliciously 


21., 


dirty, growling second lead rythm guitar, almost in the 
(dare | say) ZZ Top manner, and a highly talented lead 
vocal in John P. (Tiptoe) Taylor. A repetoire based on 
exile, Garry Morris, Lee Greenwood, etc, but also some 
beautiful self-penned material of quite innovative 
quality. | was enthralled, and once the audience 
escaped the initial concussion, so were they. 


@ Colorado continue to win award after award, year 
after year, and their show closing display underlined that 
this is and continues to be, on merit. The foremat now is 
largely ‘Showband’ and totally entertainment. Even with 


lead singer Geordy Jack suffering a long term throat 
problem, and short term cold, the presentation remains 
total. A standing ovation and two encores said it all. 


@ So ended a largely excellent day's entertainment, in 
comfortable surroundings, where reasonably priced 
food, of good quality is available, where bar prices are 
pretty steep (but then itis anight club) and having again 
met up with friends from far and wide, it compensates 
and you can't have everything, although there was 
enough of everything to make sure that the crowd will 
gather again next year and !'d bet on that. 


PONTINS SPRINGTIME FESTIVAL .. . 


® The sun shone all week 
long on the latest Country 


What’s happening in Europe! 


Review by Hannah Valize 


Reviewed by Ken Birkenshaw | 


Festival at this Prestatyn 


Sands Holiday Centre and @ The Dutch Country Music Awards, pipped at the post by Ricky Skaggs, 
once again their family party @ The Lyndsey St John Band One of the latest entertainers to which have been running for six who took 26.6% of the votes. The 
was well attended by folk proved both competent and tuneful. | emerge from a Pontins showcase is years, is a collection of votes from Best liked Country Show appears to 


escaping the realities of life 
for a week of country music 
and un-related activities. 


®@ As always.the resident bands. 
Campbell’s Country and West 
Virginia figured heavily in the 
programme, appearing regularly in 
both the Ballroom and Cabaret 
Lounges respectively and whether 
your taste was for dancing or just 
sitting and listening, you were well 
catered for. with both venues well 
supported every night. 


® Clinton Ford is still telling the 
story of ‘Old Shep’ and delighting 
the audience with a selection of 
standards done in his own 
inimitable style, while the new line 
up, Hard cash were well 
appreciated. 


@ Throughout the week, the 
standard of entertainment 
remained consistently high with 
Kenny Johnson and Northwind 
proving as popular as ever, making 
up a great night’s entertainment 
with newcomers to the national 
scene, Medicine Bow, a seven 
piece band, really capturing the 
imagination dispite the gremlins that 
had got at their sound system. 
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but failed to excite me whilst John 
Glenn and the Wranglers gave their 
typical Irish show band display. well 
turned out. but again | thought they 
too failed to excite the audience?! 
However, the Foster Boys did start 
to stir the imagination with their 
American Civil War saga ‘Soildier 
Grey — Soldier Blue’. Once Noel 
Dillian has ironed out some of the 
rough edges, he will have an 
interesting spectacular to take 
around the country scene. 


@ The ‘Indians’ came from Ireland 
and conquered the audience with 
their two hour action packed show 
while Colorado showed just why 
they are regularly voted Britain's top 
band. The standard of their act 
rarely varies, even though they 
must have played numbers like ‘The 
Green Fields of France’ many 
hundreds of times. The Brazil Band 
who supported them were also well 
received. 


@ Thursday night saw a different 
type of Country entertainment with 
cabaret comedian Don-D-Williams 
causing the audience to fall into fits 
of laughter with his antics. He may 
not be a Country ‘Music’ artist in the 
true meaning of the word, but he 
does get into the swing of things and 
molds his act to suit the occasion. 


@ On the final night, the Syd 
Newman Duo warmed up the 
audience before a rare mainland 
appearance of Irishman Mel Tarner. 
who came out of retirement to show 
that his voice is as good as ever. 


Darren Busby from Humberside. 
who won the audience over with a 
fine voice, that did full justice to a 
range of standard material from the 
catalogues of Slim Whitman and 
Marty Robbins. 


@ The Ballroom proved as popular 
as ever with the likes of Sylvie and 
the Sylva Dollar band. Out of hand. 
Memphis Roots and Hank Williams 
and the Hole in the Wall Gang 
providing toe tapping 
entertainment, keeping the dancers 
on the move until the early hours. 
along with ever present DJ Les 
Bennett. who seemed to require 
very little in the way of sleep. 


@ Western dancing seems to be 
coming more and more popular and 
was well catered for with classes for 
both beginners and advanced 
students. It was quite amazing to 
find the dance floor packed at 
breakfast time every morning. 


@ Throughout the week, the shows 
were held together by two stalwarts 
of the local club scene. Rick James 
in the ballroom always looked the 
part and kept things running 
smoothly while Joe Sadio's risque 
humour went down well in the 
Cabaret Lounge. 


@ Perhaps the highlight of the 
week was the unscheduled five 
hour concert given in aid of the 
‘dillsborough appeal, when a 
packed audience saw many 
performers and groups give up their 
time for this worthwhile appeal, a 
large amount of money as yet 
undisclosed must have been raised 
throughout the week. 


— Ruud Hermans 


SEG 


> 


The Duffy Brothers 


all the media, listeners of the Dutch 
Radio programmes, and readers of 
the magazines ‘Country Gazette’ and 
‘Nashville Tennessee’. They are split 
into Dutch and International 
categories. 


@ Ruud Hermans took first place in 
the Dutch category for the award 
‘Best Entertainer of the Year’ with 
42.5% of the votes, and he and his 
band ‘Tulsa’ first place with 28% for 


“Best Group’ Ruud also came a close 


second as ‘Singer of the Year’ with 
31% of the votes. Paul Overstreet 
gained first place for ‘Songwriter of 
the Year’. 


@ | was very pleased to see that our 
own Sarah Jory took a second place 
in the International category of ‘Best 
Instrumentalist’ with 24,7%, just 


be the ‘Floralia Festival’, which 
takes place every year, second 
weekend in August, in a place called 
Oosterhout, near Breda. itis an 
outdoors event, held in beautiful 
flower gardens, and this year this 
show will take place on 12th and 
13th of August. It is a priviliige to be 
part of this festival, and this year 
British acts appearing will be: 
Colorado, The Duffy Brothers, Sarah 
Jory and her Band, plus Tony 
Goodacre, titled Mr. Floralia. This is 
a good re-presentation of British 
artists, as other countries have only 
one or twoacts in the line-up. 
Highlighting the Festival will also be 
Pinto Bennett and the Famous Motel 
Cowboys, taking a break from 
touring the country in July and 
August. 
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WEST MIDLANDS 


@ The Breedan Bar has pulled it’s horns in a little. the 
proposed shows by Dean Dillon, Darden Smith and 
Johnny Rodriguez all were cancelled, but the real bad 
news locally was the loss of the show by Ed Bruce with 
the Tennessee Cowboy Band that was scheduled for 
last month, after being heavily hyped on local radio and 
local papers, it was even mentioned on the American 
syndicated Bob Kingsley’s Country Count Down Show 
on Brum’s Xtra AM. Come Friday everybody but 
everybody traipsed over to the Breedon early to be 
greeted with the news that Bruce didn’t get on the plane. 
The replacement act was a thrash band. The promoter 
had put asmall advert in the local paper saying it was off 
but it didn’t reach a lot of people who travelled. The good 
news as | write is that Ed Bruce is still coming to The 
Grantham Jamboree! 


@ Apologies to Art Marshall for inferring that he was 
unsuccessful in picking up work in the Kidderminster 
area and had to return to Norwich, my filing system had 
confused him with that other likeable entertainer Art 
Williams. Sorry Mr Marshall, by the way have you ever 
worked in Kiddie at the West Midlands apart from 
Betsy's place? 


@ Change of management for Raymond Froggatt from 
Topas. after splitting with his brother Jim, to Red Balloon 
run by his lead guitarist H. Cain and his wife Lynn phone 
number 0952 59347, Froggatt filled the Prince of Wales 
Theatre in Cannock in one of his rare shows in this area. 


AVON CALLING 


@ Ex-prodigees of Froggatt, he originally saw them 
busking on the streets of Aston, West Midlands. 
Beaujolais look set for a big launch splurge in Redditch 
next month, they show case with some avante garde 
country hopefuls and some new wave rock country 
sounds. 

@ New Wolverhampton Club the Alamo played to Dan 
Cody and his band and the reward was a packed solid 
venue not bad for a venue that started with ‘Hard Cash’ 
just after Xmas. Now it appears ‘Anita and Co’ are going 
to have to move, will keep you informed. 


@ Young Kristine, the ‘Sweet-thang’ that sang with the 
Foster Boys has become a fledging, thats flown the nest. 
Starting hier own band with ex-Fosters lead guitarist 
Simon, some reports suggest she loses, some of her 
sparkle and stagecraft trying to do an Emmylou, Nanci 
or Suzzy Boggus type act playing guitar to fill the Band 
Sound. 

@ The nearest thing to perpetual motion in British 
Country Music must be the Foster Boys, continually on 
the road, their trophy cabinet is rapidly filling up with Bast 
Band awards collected from all around the country, It 


- Photo By Jim Silverthorn - 


@ April became a very busy month 
for Kelvin Henderson's Bristock 
Promotions company with three 
shows in as many weeks at the 
Bung Inn, Lulsgate. The first with 
Vernon Oxford making an all too 
rare appearance in the area. Here 
he was re-united with the Kelvin 
Henderson Band with whom he first 
toured fifteen years ago. Kelvin 
employed local Pedal Steel guitarist 


~--— Kimmie Rhodes 


TYNE & WEAR 


@ One of the most refreshing bands to appear in the 
region for some time were Jon J Paul and Lincoln 
County Recipe who greatly impressed the audience at 
the Gunfighters CMC recently. The band, who have 
been together for about eighteen months, consists of 
Jon J Paul on vocals, Pat O'Connor on bass and vocals, 
John Brady (ex Clint's Collection) on pedal steel and 
Frank Sikora on drums. They have an interesting 
cassette on sale and are certainly a band to watch out 
for. | look forward to a return visit from them in the very 
near future. 


@ It's good to see local singer Sonia Anne and her band 
back on the North-East country circuit after her recent 
lay-off, her voice was as good as ever. Another band 
which looked to offer great things for the future were a 
young trio from Doncaster, Applejack, featuring Becky 
and Jo-Ann Haley, who are eighteen and sixteen 
respectively together with local singer from 
Guisborough, Kevin Raymond. The girls voices were 
very much reminiscent of the Judds and with more 
experience had the makings of a great country trio. 
Unfortunately, | have since heard that because of their 
youth the band is short-lived. 


@ |havemanagedto get out and about more this month 
and was able to attend the charity show at Shiney Row 
WM Club where money was raised for Penshaw 
Children’s Home. A packed house were entertained by 
local favourite Andy Brown (who seemed to have his 
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complete 
fan club in 
the audience) 
and West Virginia, 
who are always well 
received on their all too 
infrequent visits they 
backed Clinto Ford but my only criticism of the 

night's proceedings was that Clinton Ford's choice of 
material was more suited to the middle spot rather than 
the end of the night. 

@ | also attended the charity show at Pelaw S.C. which 
was organised by Calamity Jane and Wild Bill (alias 
Gloria and Sid Carne) which was also attended by the 
Mayors of Gateshead and Durham and their wives (why 
didn’t | get flowers on my table?). A packed house was 
also in attendance to raise money for cystic fibrosis. The 
entertainment was provided by local artist Art Marshall 
who gave a very creditable performance, Lindsey 
Phillips, Out of Hand, who suffered from sound 
problems and thus were not as dynamic as | know they 
can be, the White Rose Band from Canada and the 
Calgary cowboy himself, Gordie West. 


@ Art Marshall gained more new fans on his recent 
appearance at the Border CMC, Berwick where he was 
well received according to club secretary, Margaret 
Trotter. Ben Rees and his Band also appeared on the 
same night. 
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Young Kristine 


seems only yesterday, that | was invited to see a very 
nervous Noel Dillon Duo debut at Dawley in a small 
country club as a filler act. Noel sang his own songs 
then, the songs were brilliant but thankfully the singers 
confidence has improved beyond recognition. 


@ At long last Noel has completed his own concept 
cassette about a mythical Foster families fortunes 
during the American Civil War. Available as a limited 
edition complete with story book. Don’t compere it to 
White Mansions its a family story, look forward to 
Volume II. 


Bob Dixon to compliment Vernons country sound, a 
great evening of traditional country music. The following 
week brought a somewhat contrasting evening with 
Texas newcomer Kimmie Rhodes with her American 
band, plus an honourary Texan (our own Wes McGhee) 
fresh from her Wembley success, Kimmie was in 
excellent form, and this was Texas Honky Tonk music at 
it's very best and once again a small but appreciative 
and enthusiastic audience ensured artistically if not 
financially another successful night. A welcome return of 
the Renegade Picker Steve Young, recently left me 
thinking | had seen Steve on many of his visits, but | had 
never seen him better, his show lasted almost 2 hours 
and he played every request hurled at him by the 
enthralled audience. 


@ | was invited to attend the Ray Moore Celebratory 
Concert at Fairfieid Hall, Croydon, it was nice to see a 
full house to appreciate the talents of Marian 
Montogomery, Laurie Holloway, Kenny Baker and Don 
Lusher plus D.J.'s from Radio 2. Nice to see this was 
represented by three acts in coutry music namely Rose 
Marie who did a very nice spot although she doesn’t do 
much country lately, she says she would like to, Lorne 
Gibson who performed a few well known country 
numbers, the show closed with Mart Connors and the 
Carrot Crunchers who provided a great’end to the show 
with the ‘Bog-Eyed Jog’ number when youngsters got 
up jogging in the aisles. 


@ Isa Mclsaac from the Continental Divide C.M.C. 
Plymouth sends me her report, on the clubs annual 12 
hour Special — noon to midnight — ‘what a great day it 


@ The stag in Cannock continues it's season of 
Irish/Country with a visit by ‘Do you miss me?’ Tom 
Healy and the Antelopes from Cork followed by Johnny 
McEvoy. 


@ Riverboat CMC in Stowport had a new young band 
from Gloucester ‘Hillbilly Highway’, Joan says they will 
be OK after some more gigs. 
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turned out to be, very well supported by our members’. 
Nashville Skyline, a local band did a grand job. Followed 
by Jan Mark and Norman Russell's modern mix with 
some standards! ‘Shaun Michael, was terrific there 
seems to be no end to this man’s songs, he always goes 
down a treat!’ Gary Roberts did one turn before moving 
on to sing elsewhere in the evening. But the Stewart 
Bros and First Chapter, too were apparently wonderful, 
everything they did suited the club who are still singing 
their praises! The club also had Nicky James, and says 
Isa, ‘there isn't enough | can say that can describe this 
young man’s talent. He pleases everyone andis already 
booked for our next years Special by popular demand’. 
to sum up the whole day was obviously a great success. 


@ | had my usual from Barrie at the Swindon Silver Spur 
C.M.C., who writes ‘We hada return visit from Alberta, a 
smart band who enjoy what they do and gave a full 
house a very good night of music’, Barrie would like to 
thank too . . .Jenny Speller, ‘who sang some nice songs 
for us’! A return visit from Hobo, who were in top form 
senta full house home happy, also there was Ellie Scott 
who sang a couple of songs with backing from Hobo’! 


@ Sarah Jory fan club annual ‘Get-Together’ at the 
Brenhouse Theatre, Taunton — for details contact Pam 
Walsh on 03954 6217. | would also like to wish John 
Autton a speedy recovery after suffering a stroke! 

Keep your letters coming 
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White Rose Band 


@ Newcastle Playhouse continued to present their 
regular country music concerts with a visit from Steve 
Young. This month the Playhouse plays host to a two- 
day festival of some of the best of country music (a 
replacement for the now defunct Country Jamboree at 
Gypsies Green Stadium, South Shields). Artists booked 
to appear include, Sonny Curtis, the Kelvin Henderson 
Band, the Bob McKinlay Band, Stu Page and Remuda, 
Collier-Dixon Line (are they really going to retire?) and 
local bands, Shakedown, Cross Country and the Diesel 
Cowboys. | am sure this will be an excellent two-days of 
country music but will sadly lack the outdoor 
atmosphere of Gypsies Green. 


@ | have heard good reports of two local bands, the 
Diesel Cowboys and Key West, performing well at the 
Double ‘K’ Country Music Club Charity Festival, 
Easterbrook Hall, Crichton Royal Hospital, Dumfries. 


@ | was able to attend on of the country shows at 
Haggerston Castle Holiday park and enjoyed shows by 
Country Company, a bright young act from Mid-wales 
and the ever-popular Bob McKinlay and his Band. . . 
Bob featured several gospel numbers in his show which 
was most appropriate as it was Sunday evening. 


@ \t had been some time since | had seen ian Ashcroft 
in action with his country music disco, an entertainment 
in itself. Unfortunately, due to work commitments, | was 
unable to attend the whole of the country music gala 
week but my ‘on-the spot’ colleague Margaret Trotter 
has promised to send me a full report for next month's 
issue. 
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Steve Young 


@ The ever popular Oakerthorpe Drive-in has a strong 
programme this year with Little Ginny and Tammy Cline, 
from the U.S. Vernon Oxford and Roger Humphries and 
Ben Rees heading the line up of British bands. | do hope 
that Molly takes more care with her parking this time. 
Hopping out of her camper-van last year, in night attire, 
to empty her breakfast tea-pot, she found herself the 
star attraction in a car boot sale! 


NORTH WEST 


@ | enjoy going to listen to music with my good mate 
Pete Coffey because although we both reserve the right 
to differ at times we do at least share a common 
pleasure in good performance, and | assure you dear 
reader that we the Capped Crusaders still ride the 
country music range in our lighthearted search for the 
truth although our reports are more verbal than written 
these days, however it’s still watch out, the CC’s are 
about! 


@ The music of Texas rests easy on my ears, because 
its kindred to my truth, Muscle and blood, sweat and grit, 
music that is lived in and makes one feel real, | can feel 
it's honesty and passion. So when | found out that 
Kimmie Rhodes and her band was in concert at The 
Band On The Wall in Manchester it was a must for me 
and ole PC. Kimmie’s two hour show was a pearler, 
giving the listener a deep insight into the Texas music 
scene. | confess that although | knew of the name 
Kimmie Rhodes | had never seen her before and had 
none of her records, now | think that | am in love with her. 
Apart from the music the night was made special for me 
by some of her band members. First off there was Wes 
McGhee on lead guitar, now | rate this guy highly, cos 
I'm partisan to our own anyway. Danny Levin 
fiddle/piano, in a Wheel fan old or new. David Zettner 
steel, ex Willi Nelson, | first met him in the 60s and he’s 
still a friend. Kimmie’s husband Joe Gracey is the bands 


CUMBRIA REPORT 


@ Hithere, during the last month I've managed to cover 
a fair bit of ground, and it was well worth my visit to 
‘Cactus Jacks’, Workington B.L to hear Ben Rees and 
his band. Ben with his rich country voice gave the fans a 
free mix of Country Music, drifting from one song to 
another with ease and confidence, his vocals 
highlighted by the excellent work of Lennie Whitehead. 


@ A successful night that drew a full house and at the 
offer of good entertainment was the report from the 
organisers of Penrith CMC, the night Dave Sheriff and 
Nicki Clarke plus Jon Derek and Country Fever 
appeared at his club. 


@ My latest visit to ‘Border Badlands’, Gretna Green, 
took in the talents of ‘Shakedown Country’ from Redcar, 
A forward looking young band they offer a different slant 
to their music, which pleased most of the crowd, 
although one or two thought their style was just not their 
cup 0’ tea!! 


® The ‘Border Badlands’ Club is currently having to 
mave premises, so there is no show booked for May, 
watch this space for future dates. 


@ |twas a dissapointing turn out of fans at Harrington 
W.M.C. the night Jon Derek and Country Fever 
appeared, but their choice of material was spot on, some 
self penned numbers and the act included plenty of 


@ Tocommemorate the 13th anniversary of the 
Harrogate C.M.C Alan Potter delved into his diary and 
produced a little booklet detailing the club’s activities 
since April 1976. High spots included a visit to the club 
by Jim Reeves widow Mary, and playing host to 10 acts 
competing in the Marlboro Festival Talent contest heats. 
The booklet also lists all the acts, with dates, who have 
appeared at the club since April '76— a veritable whois 
and who was on the local circuit. For the anniversary 
night the versatile Buskers Brew were scheduled but 
due to overseas comitments had to decline. The Clark 
Brothers, Bradford/Keighley based duo were slotted in 
at short notice and whilst not outstanding | thought they 
provided adequate entertainment. 


@ Unfortunately Saturdays at the football club have 
ceased due to poor support but an act who did pull a full 
house was Russ Carlton. A solid and reliable performer 
whose extensive vocal range does justice to the older 
style of Music that many fans still prefer. Side stepping 
the country tag | dropped in at the club on their '60s 
music night the following Saturday to see the vastly 
under-rated Ron Blythe aided and abetted by Les 
Orchard on bass. Smashing night with some of the best 
country I’ve heard in ages! 


M.D., | hardly 
expected that 
| would meet 
this guy in 
person although 

| felt that | knew him 

viaso many Texas 

pickers of my past. Joe has been the heart and soul of 
Texas music for many years. The night had to end soit 
was back to my home armed with some great memories. 


@ The B.O.W. venue draws me and ole PC like a 
magnet because it’s such a good place to hear music. 
lan and Steve of Stampede Promotions invited us to go 
and see Steve Young in concert, I've seen Steve many 
times over the past decade, ever since promoting his 
first visit to Great Manchester. This son of the South 
always excites me, | rate him as one of the greatest 
American talents to ever visit our shores, and | was 
delighted to learn that he had recntly undertaken a world 
tour for the US government to promote American culture 
and music. So country music’s not all Cashville, (sorry) | 
mean Nashville, well we know that on this side of the 
pond don't we. Steve had a great show at the Bow. 


@ It was nice to get an invite to Havel Grove CMC for a 
special joint promotion with High Lane CMC for the Jim 
Glazer show. It was smashing to see theclub packed to 


humour 

in their 
performance. 
Their ‘George 
James’ material 

pleased the fans. Don't 
miss them next time round. 


@ The ‘Jim Beam’ CMC at Clifton B.L offered ‘Country 
Gentleman’ last month, their performance did not suit all 
present, but | heard them again, two days later 
supporting the Jim Glazer Show at Floral Hall, 
Southport. Its fair to say there was a marked 
improvement! 


@ I've had good reports from ‘Triple C’, Westfield, 
Workington, where I’m told the music provided by ‘Key 
West’, was excellent, and Dave their talented guitar and 
banjo player, has returned to the fold. 


® Myfirst visit to Glasgow ‘Grand Ol'e Opry’ was with a 
coach load of fans who travelled from Silver Spur C.M.C. 
Hensingham. Their report this month tells of another 
successful night with ‘Peppercorn’ who gave a full 
house a good night of all round country music. 


@ \|t was good to hear that Mirehouse Labour Club 
provided a fine nights entertainment with music by 
‘Silver Dollar’ who had treked all the way from John 
O'Groats. 


@ Barry Clark at High Harrogate CMC presented a 
whimsical show with an Irish comedian and John J. Paul 
and the Lincoln County Recipe. The comic was first 
class and the band excellant. J J.P’s almost lazy vocals 
hive the band a form of individuality, they feature John 
Brady on pedal steel, and have both bass and a 
drummer who doesn't crash; this is a good tight unit. 
During the second part of their show J.J. Paul uses an 
accordian to good advantage for the cajun style 
numbers and on a timely version of Dwight Yoakam's 
‘She Wore Red Dresses’. 


@ American acts in the area this month have included 
Kimmie Rhodes and Steve Young. Kimmie Rhodes, 
was fronting a hoard or rowdy Texan luminaries 
including (Tex/Brit) Wes McGhee, appeared at 
Hudsons Hotel in York. Very much part of the Texas 
movement the show motored along with vengance. 
opening with some Texas swing, it swiftly geared to 
up-tempo with a selection from the popular ‘Man in the 
Moon’ album. In the band on this tour was Ms. Rhodes 
husband Joe Gracey and although unable to speak 
folowing major throat operations in the’70s is a dab 
hand at fast repartee (don’t mention Butch Hancock) on 
his magic slate. Better known in the U.K. as a producer 
his recent association with fiddler Alvin Crow has 
resulted ina fine L.P. entitled ‘Live at the Broken Spoke’. 


@ Only Steve Young would have prompted me to rise 
from my sick bed and trek to York, but it was well worth 
the effort. Now living in Los Angeles, but arriving from 
Newcastle courtesy of British Rail, the assembled ranks 
provided most of his set list for the evening. This 
accounted for the material being a bit heavy going for 
non-afficionados but if ‘Montgomery in the Rain’ failed 
to give them shivers then nothing would. Newer 


capacity. There was an extra bonus for me in the shape 
of Country Dawn's front man Dez Walters, many moons 
ago Dez lived for a while locally and worked in a band 
called Banjoy, during this time Dez helped me form an 
oldtime and pickers parlour at one of my old clubs, 
Stockports first in fact and for many the memories are 
still strong. Country Dawn opened the show with a 
competent set, then two of the trio joined two of the Bull 
star on Bass and Drums. 


@ Jim Glaser gave a smashing performance which was 
quite naturally Glaser Brothers oriantated with just 
enough to set it apart from the past, the audience was | 
treated to some magic moments in this delightful show. 
An extremely nice touch was when the two American 
musicians joined Country Dawn on stage for their final 
set. The club compere Jimmy is coming along in leaps 
and bounds and had a good show. 


@ Again by invitation from the club organisers and the 
featured band, at High Lane CMC | got my first look at 
Stateline a four piece band consisting of two ex Dave 
and Mel, and two former Hellraisers Eddie and Tweed, 
members. Bands of this nature don’t always work out, 
but this time | am very pleased to report that these guys 
are set to gain rave notices in their own right. | strongly 
recommend that show organisers get them in their book 
as soon as possible for after their summer season at 
Ladbrokes Caistor in October, you won't be sorry. 


@ It was nice to see so many clubs united at the 
Nottingham Spectacular, thanks for making it happen 
and thanks for your kind compliments on the day, Griff 
booked me again to compere next years show. OK you 


@ The audience attending Stocksman Restaurant, 
Wigton, awarded full marks to the super performance of 
T.R. Dallas and his band for 22 hrs non stop 
entertainment. The support act was Mike Grace and 
many will be looking forward to hearing both acts when 
they will be invited back! 


@ Are there any friends or relatives of Mike Grace, from 
Kilkenny, , Southern Ireland, who read this report? We 
would like you to know! He’s one of Cumbrias most 
popular soloist’s, and | can predict he’s likely to become 
well known in the future! 


@ Outand about, | was invited to a Country Music Party. 
| now know the real meaning of the words to the Lacy J. 
Dalton number ‘Wild Turkey’??? 


@ ‘Applejack’ have been in the area, as | write | haven't 
heard them but I have had glowing reports about Kevin, 
Becky and Jo-Ann, so much so, | have booked them for 
a charity do, I’m working on in the near future. 


@ A visit to the Sands Centre, Carlisle, was in my 
opinion something a little special, this night in particular 
marked the appearance of Glen Campbell and The Jeff 
Dayton Band with special guest Larry Gatlin and The 
Gatlin Brothers, who created a good atmosphere with 
their friendly performance and magical harmonies, 
doing all their hits and the songs everyone assosiates 
with ‘The Gatlins.’ Their stage dress and presentation 
were spot on, Glen Campbell dissapointingly dressed in 
dark grey slacks and navy sweater, although | am told in 
the second house performance he was immaculate in a 
Silver Grey Suit, collar and tie etc, of course none of this 
affected my enjoyment of the show. Glen sung ali my 


'_—. 'Applejack’ 


numbers included ‘Whole World’ and ‘War of Ancient 
Days’ with the ever faithful ‘Seven Bridges Road’ 
bringing to a close yet another memorable evening with 
Steve Young. 


@ Lots of good shows this month. A welcome return for 
Joe Sun whose material and style have been 
responsible for many now standard numbers in the 
British country club scenes repertoire. This time backed 
by British band Memphis Roots and appearing at West 
Bowling WMC, Bradford, presented by Dillinger’s Mike 
Sagar. The Tony Trishka Band with support by local 
bluegrass/western swingers Sound in Mind appear in 
York prior to both bands being at the second Ironbridge 
Festival in Shropshire. 


@ Other acts booked to play at this Bluegrass and 
Roots Festival include Steve Philips and Don Valley and 
the Rotherhythes. Sound in Mind along with the Tom 
Travis Band are playing on the first and third Sunday's at 
the Clarence, Newsome, nr Huddersfield. 


@ The Astoria, Leeds is having a regular Tuesday crack 
at country. Local bands booked include Stroler and 
America’s Vernon Oxford, H.T. Hoboes will be providing 
support. 


@ Any advance warning of the August gig by the 
legendary Dillards? 


@ Remember, | can’t get to all the gigs so your 
contributions are always welcome at: 
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sa 


eee 
——— Jim Glaser 


sees | 


lot | know, but after all the guy is an eternal optimist isn't 
he. 


Thanks to Silverado CMC, Gracelands CMC, High Lane 
CMC, The Village CMC, Stockport Council, Lyme Park, 
etc, etc, for your news sheets, see you soon. . . 
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favourites and many more, including a medley from ‘The 
Beach Boys’ days, he also played ‘Mull of Kintyre’, on 
the bagpipes. Glen said ‘I could play here all night’. | 
think everyone their would certainly have let him! 


@ ‘Phil Brady and The Ranchers’ came along to 

entertain a most appreciative audience at ‘Cactus 

Jacks’ Workington B.L. They worked their way through a 
mixed programme, trying to make sure there was a song ~ 
for everyone! 


‘Carita’, Scales, 
Aspatria, Carlisle 
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aw 
Saddletramps 


EAST MIDLANDS 


@ My love affair with Country Music seems to have 
reached the stage lately where | have to either live on 
memories, or make dowith all too brief fleeting moments 
of total commitment. Making the adjustment from 
unwilling ‘lay about’ to ‘useful member of society’ is 
creasing me, college plus working in the office leaves 
me little time for leisure. Still never fear I’m coming to 
terms with my ‘new’ lifestyle and hopefully I'll be back in 
the groove quite soon — either that or I'll make way for 
someone who can devote the time the job deserves 
(Don’t apply just yet). 


@ Managed to pay a first visit to The Champions CMC, 
which operates from guess where? — The Champions 
Club, Osmaston Road, Derby to see locals T.P. Stubbs 
Barroom Band in action— great to see T.P. back among 
us with a band. Melvin (Slim) Carter, Brian (Juan Hose) 
Topley, Dave (Pretty Boy) Langden and the new look 
suave and sophisticated T.P. turned in an excellent 
three spots good mix of old and mew material plus some 
of T.P’s self penned numbers such as ‘Jessie And The 
Gambler’ (Sheffield Steel). | like this band’s 
presentation, especially the way three songs onthe 

s. ne theme are mixed into one — it’s clever and it 

‘ ts. Organiser Frank Foulkes runs a nice listening 
vi_4€, Club nights are Thursdays monthly — well worth 
a visit. 


¥. 


‘in consecutive weeks at 


@ Chalk and 
cheese thats 
the difference 


Bow and Cross 
Country who appeared 


Freds Place CMC, Gedling M.W. 

Mapperley, Nottingham. | thrill at the excellence of the 
musicianship within the seven piece Medicine Bow, | 
also rate highly their original material. However having 
said that | would like to see them update their repertoire 
and include material that would challenge their vast 
talent. Chatting to Dave Crewse (the big one with 
shoefitting problems), who told me about their fifteen 
day all expenses paid working holiday in Texas (No not 
the D.1.Y. Shop) and Mississippi. things went well and 
‘they opened a few eyes if not doors. 


@ Forme Cross Country are truly superb, | rate their 
talent as being way above most other British Acts. 
Brilliant musicianship, superb vocals and harmonies, 
split second timing, an ability to change from a driving up 
tempo number to a haunting ballad with consumate 
ease, and above all an unshakable belief in what they 
do. It takes courage to and play just up to-date material, 
it makes bookings harder to come by at some venues. 
John, Steve, Ted and Joe deserve all the rave reviews 


@ ACountry show at the Hereford 
Leisure Centre last month - put as 
part of the year’s arts entertainment 
featured Liverpool’s Charlie 
Landsborough and Birmingham 
based band Legend, by the time 
Legend came on for the first set, the 
place was filling nicely, and things 
looked set for a good night. This five 
piece outfit were well turned out and 
had a good sound with a drummer 
who just kept the beat going and 
didn't try to drown the rest of the 
nd, playing mostly established 
fens they got a good reception 


Jolene and Barry 
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the crowd. 


@ My old grandmother passed away 23 years ago, in 
Eire, but | still remember her singing ‘The Galway 
Shawl’, many times. Shaun (O’Shamrock) Michael, and 
the Smokey Mountain, brought back those memories, at 
the OK CMC held at the Malpas Unionist Club, Newport, 
Gwent. On the more traditional Irish country side, ‘Fields 
of Athenry’ was my favourite from the lads, and although 
the night leaned a bit on the Irish side, it was fulfilling 
requests. A really enjoyable night. 


@ Dave Nash and US Mail came up with ‘Drinking 
Champagne’ for Sheila. Congratulations to Sheila and 
George, recently married. Sheila has been a country girl 
for a decade, and has been to country far and wide. 
Dave and Co. treated us to a wide repetoire, including 
the rare ‘Country Green’, in his rich country voice. the 
Timberwolf, guesting for a few numbers, sang an 
unforgetable ‘Sweet Memories’ Million Dollar Grin, at 
the next show, took me back to the Shalako days, which 
| always liked. 


@ ‘Hard Cash’ were next in line, at the OK, gave me a 
second viewing of them in a short time, after seeing 
them on the Wembley Conference stage. | still feel that 
with a bit of attention to the vocal department, this band 
could go places. One lead singer and one some time 
accompanying, isn’t the right formula for a top band, but 
they are a good band instrumentally, and a happy one, 
to boot. ‘Cajun Moon’ showed the instrumental side to 
good effect, and | also liked ‘I'll Fly Away’. 


@ Saddletramps had the crowd dancing long before 
other bands do here, with their smooth singalongs, and 
humour, and material such as ‘Wreck of the Old '97', 
and ‘Blue Eyes Crying In The Rain’. This comfortably 
balanced group were well received,as were their 
Mexican touches. 


that are beginning to come their way — don’t change— 
or compromise — you were superb! 


@® Players CMC, Sports and Social Club, Aspley Lane, 
Nottingham closed for it’s ‘Summer Break’ with a visit 
from Wells Fargo. Of all the Bands | see they are 
probably the ones who cause me the most frustration. 
I’ve seen them on occasions perform great versions of 
modern material, yet the next time I've seen them — it’s 
back to the golden oldies. With someone as talented as 
‘Nobby’ Cree in their ranks — the permutations of 
material should be unlimited, instead it’s the same old 
tried and trusted formula. Haydn Percival has probably 
played more gigs than I've had hot dinners and probably 
adopts what he believes to be a horses for courses 
policy — great if your just starting out on the circuit— but 
with a well established band . . . | expect something 
more creative. 

@ Strange how some Club Organisers expect to get 
free plugs from guys like me, and when it doesn’t 
happen we become the vilians of the peace and are 
labelled anti-that particular venue. they believe that 
because their forthcoming show hasn't had a mention 
it’s my fault. Not so, my set criteria is to Review what's 
gone — thats reporting — Previewing — thats 
advertising and the rates for that are available from the 
office. Having said that on a certain day, some month, 
maybe this year you can see him or her, eventhem at... . 


Finally can | say that | really like ‘Egoists’ — why — 
because they never talk about me! 


News, Views, Praise, Criticism etc etc to the usual 
address and stay lucky. 


‘Charlie Landsboro1gh’ was making his third 
appearance at this venue and he too got a great 
reception from the fans. Seated centre of the stage, 
Charlie with just solo guitar backing played a selection of 
his easy to listen to material, narating the odd bit of info 
about the numbers, he over ran by about ten minutes, 
but | didn’t hear anyone complain. Both acts did a 
second set with ‘Legend’ providing more up-tempo 
material this time . . . 


@ Top Scotish duo Jolene and Barry paid their second 
visit to the Craven Arms C.M.C. within a month. Having 
done a great job on the first visit the venue was packed 
and what a show they got. Three great sets, a good 
selection of material including a few new numbers, this 
act showed the fans why they are such a popular award 
winning duo. Two of the nicest folks on the circuit, this 
act always takes time to chat to fans and no doubt made 
a few new ones on the night. 


@ The Craven Arms Club monthly special featured the 
Pete Davies Duo and local solo Carl Jennings, a lack of 
communication, meant the main act came on siage first, 
but appeared not a bit put out by the mix up, did a great 
opening set and left ‘Carl Jennings’ with a lot to do to 
follow them, but he did a good job except for the fact of 
assuming most of the folks were hard of hearing. 


@ One of Shropshire’s favourite Country acts Delta 
Dawn recently played a show at Shobdon Village Hall, 
(Nr Leominster) getting a packed house, this four piece, 
seem to get better with every show, playing a wide range 
of numbers — lead vocals being left to Chris whose 
voice is as good as any you will hear amongst our 
female performers at the present time. 


®@ The British Legion, Hirwaun promoted Western 
Union, the West Country band, who feature steel and 
guitar, and dobro, in their semi bluegrass style. | liked 
‘Leaving Louisiana in the broad Daylight’. they also do 
the appropriate ‘Western Union Wire’ very well, while 
‘Baltimore at Night’ were a welcome inclusion. This 
band and | have something in common, we both love 
Rodney Crowell songs. 


@ The Big Iron CMC, held at the Blaenrhondda Social 
Club, Blaenrhondda, in the Rhondda Valley, promoted 
Greta and the Strayshots, that smart 5 piece outfit from 
the Brentwood area. ‘Your Foolish Heart’ was an 
example from the pen of band member Rob Childs, and 
they showed their versatility by responding to a request 
for ‘Blanket on the Ground’, anumber they don't usually 
do, but made a very good job of. They will be back in the 
area in November, if not before. 


®@ Stuart Christian made his way to the Old Oak Stove, 
down Risca way, Gwent, to give an evening of piquancy 
and pleasure to the patrons. This genial, talented 
performer has captured many a country number, and 
made it a specialty. ‘After Sweet Memories’ springs to 
mind in this category. An excellent guitarist, lovely 
vocalist, he captures my star spot of the month with his 
very newly learned, ‘Life Turned Her That Way’ 


@ Back in harness for another month, see you at the 
ranch house somewhere, 


|Alma Road, Roath, 
Cardiff CF2 5BD 


KS FSV 0222492021 


er Stubbs 


71 Beckley Road 


Nottingham NG8 6GX 


@ Newton, Powys based solo Dane Stevens made a 
rare visit to the Nelson Inn, Hereford. Dane gets a very 
good reception wherever he plays in this area and 
always gives a value for money show. The big crowd on 
the night means no doubt Dane will be back again soon. 


@ The Golden Nugget C.M.C. who hold most of their 
shows at Stoke St Milborough Village Hall, Nr Ludlow, 
featured Ricky Jones for their last club night, and drewa 
good crowd to listen to three great sets. 


@ Joe E. Hamilton and his band and Liverpool's 
Hillsiders are just two of the heau une acts that have 
visited the Lazy Acre C.M.C. since | last wrote, both 
nights were well attended. 


@ Mid-Wales based trio Maralene Powell and the boys 
made their trip to play for Worcestershire promoter Jeff 
Smith, who now runs country shows fortnightly at the 
Gandolfi Inn, Hanley Swan, Nr Malvern. This is another 
young lady with a great voice who draws good crowds 
wherever she plays. Jeff himself is well known of course 
as former host of the now closed Boars Nest C.M.C. in 
Ledbury. 


@ Tony Goodacre, Sarah Jory and the youngman from 
Humberside with the great voice Darren Busby have 
provided entertainment for the last two club nights at 
Worcester’s End of the Trail C.M.C.. .. and left behind 
satisfied customers. 


Any news please to Sheila Kenny 


‘Sansheleam’, Lingen 
Bucknell SY7 ODY 


ES FSR 0544 267736 
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ULSTER REPORT 


@ 1988 is the year the famed trio BCH (which stands for 
Bryon Berline, Dan Craray, and John Hickman) 
becomes a quartet with vocalist-songwriter Steve 
Spurgin on bass. This year is the tenth anniversary of 
the Berline-Crary-Hickman trio familiar to the trade as 
‘BCH’ and they're celebrating with the addition of a new 
member who brings original songs, expertise on bass, 
and powertul vocal credentials. 


@ Forten years BCH has played the most innovative 
instruments in bluegrass, touring North America and 
dozens of foreign lands their music featured extended 
arrangements of traditional music and power- 
performances by their all-star cast of members. We're 
still the same BCH says Bryon checking his bow with’a 
masters eye ‘but just watch us now’. Driven by a solid 
bass line, and centered around Steve Spurgin’s songs, 
the new BCH is the same band, but super-charged. The 
new approach ranges from the traditional to the original, 
instruments to vocals, serious to comic, and all the way 
to all-out precision and power. 


@ With plans for anew Sugar Hill record, (release early 
1989) a Spring European tour which will bring them to 

the North of Ireland for the Foyle Festival which will be 

held in Realto Entertainment Centre in Londonerry on 

Tuesday the 16th of June. 


@ Presentation of cheque on behalf of H Bar H Country 
Music Club’s charity show. Proceeds which were for the 
Diabetic Association, picture shows (left to right), J 
Hamilton, R Patterson, P Hamilton, S Mills, J Higgins, D 
Bailie, and F Higgins. A mini Festival over the summer 
months will benefit the same charity. Artists appearing 
will be Sheila Barry, Four Acres, Alabama, Jim 
Anderson, Two Of A Kind, Leon, Tracy Mallon Band, 
and Paul Donnely. The venue will be the Ballyhalbery 
caravan site recreation hall. The festival will be spread 
over the summer months of July and August, tickets can 
be reserved by phone from Joe Hamilton, Belfast 
451709. A bus will be available from Belfast each day. 


@ The Silver Dollar Country Music Club held a 
celebration dinner on Thursday the 25th of May to mark 
their tenth anniversary. Philomena Begley, Irelands 
Queen of country music has added another ‘First’ to her 
long list of credits when she was asked to host her own 
one hour T.V. Special. This has been something 
Philomena always had an ambition to do during the past 
number of years and was delighted to accept when 


R.T.E. Producer John Williams suggested it. The 
recording took place in the Olympia Theatre, Dublin in 
front of a live audience on Saturday April 15th and is 
scheduled to go out later in the year. Philomena plans to 
record some new material for a single and LP, however 
this is not an easy task because of her heavy 
commitment to live appearances throughout the U.K. 
and Ireland. 


@ There has been a great up-surge interest in the 
showband era. This has been mainly due to Bobbie 
Hanvey’s radio series on the showband scene and more 
recently Gerry Anderson’s award-winning television 
documentary on the showbands. Such has been the 
impact that Homespun records have decided to release 
a double pack cassette with forty songs by such artists 
as Hugo Duncan, Larry Cunningham, Margo, Dickie 
Rock, Philomena Begley, Dermot O'Brien, Brian Coll, 
John Glenn, Susan McCann, Brendan Quinn, Brendan 
Shine, Kelley, Frank McCaffrey and many more. The 
tape titled ‘Irish Showband Years’ will bring back many 
happy memories of times when the ballrooms were the 
big attraction. Lucky thirteen, yes that’s the number of 
cassettes that Hugo Duncan has recorded for 
Homespun records. The wee man from Straban started 
recording some fifteen years ago when he had such hits 
as ‘Dear God’, ‘Three Leafed Shamrock’, ‘Cry Cry 
Again’, and ‘Angel Judy’. 


@ In 1984 Hugo signed up with Homespun and 
continued a successful recording career wih hits like 
‘Katie Daley’, ‘O'Hara From Tara’, ‘You're as welcome 
as the flowers in May’, and ‘Funny Face’, a duet with his 
daughter Suzanne who hopes this will be the start of her 
recording career. This week sees the release of his 
latest cassette titled ‘Irish Country’ which has been 
issued on cassette and compact disc only. Soni Tyrone 
and the Stardusters made a welcome return to the 
Fortworth Country Music Club and it was good to see 
steel guitarist Albert Taylor and Soni’s son back in the 
band again. Well that's it for this month, the address as 
usual for all your news and views. 


BLUEGRASS MUSIC 


IN THE PENNINE HILLS 


At Nether Ollerbrook Farm, Edale, Derbyshire 
situated mid-way between Sheffield and Manchester. 


- 
b concessions. 
oS ary Nae | 


There are facilities for food, beer, toilets, camping, caravans and | 


Concerts in the Barn, Workshops in the Tents, and campsite 
picking sessions at.all hours of day and night. | 


and, 3rd, 4th JUNE 1989 


PROGRAMME 


FRIDAY JUNE 2nd 


BLUEGRASS CONCERT 
in the BARN 
MC Bev Willams 
8pm - 12pr 


SATURDAY JUNE 3rd 


INSTRUMENTAL CONTEST 
in the BARN 

Fiddle, Mandolin & 

each plus backur 


Banjo. 
Guitar - two tu 


M. 


c Willams 
10am - 12am. 
INSTRUMENTAL WORKSHOP 
inthe TENTS 

12am - 20m 


BLUEGRASS CONCERT 
BARN 


2 Spr 
BLUEGRASS CONCERT 
in the BARN 
MC. Bev Willams 
7.30pm - 129m 


SUNDAY JUNE 4th 
GOSPEL SHOW 
inthe BARN 
MC Tom Travis 
10.30am - 12.30am 
INSTRUMENTAL WORKSHOP 
in the TENTS or in the BARN 
10,.30am - 1.30pm 
SEE DETAILS OF WORKSHOPS AT THE GATE 
OR IN BRITISH BLUEGRASS NEWS 


Please Note: Bring personal seating such as 
Lawn chairs etc. 


WEEKEND TICKET £10 

(covering all events) 

DAY TICKETS: Friday £4 EASY PICKING 
Saturday £ 8 ACME BLUEGRASS BAND 
Sunday £-3 FINGERS & Co 

CHILDREN HALF PRICE FREE MEXICAN AIRFORCE 
on sale at the gate JALAPENO PICKERS 

Or in advance from: Eve Morris, KING ARTHUR AND HIS 

18 Powell Street, Harrogate, Yorks. BLUEGRASS KNIGHTS 

Telephone: 0423 508081 

Cheques made payable to. 

‘Edale Bluegrass Festival’ 

Please send S.A.E. 


BLUEGRASS RAMBLERS. 


DOWN COUNTY BOYS 


Paid at Gate Only to the farmer 
£1 per person per night 
£1 per vehicle per night 
£1 per caravan per night 
These prices are for 2 nights. One night 
only campers 50p surcharge per item. 


JUNE 1989 


PETE WERNICK 
NICK FORSTER 
TIM O’BRIEN 
CHARLES SAWTELLE 


CHELMER VALLEY STRING BAND 


RAINY CITY BLUEGRASS BOYS 


FROM THE USA 


AMERICAS HOTTEST BLUEGRASS BAND 
AND VINTAGE COUNTRY MUSIC QUARTET 


RED KNUCKLES & 
THE TRAILBLAZERS 


WALDO OTTO 
WENDELL MERCANTILE 
SLADE 
RED KNUCKLES 


OTHER BANDS APPEARING: 


Sevenoaks 
Chelmsford 
Coventry 
Aldershot 
Rugby 
Aldershot 
Midlands 
Gwent 


RATTLESNAKE 

RUNAWAY STRING BAND 

SOUND IN MIND 

STRANGE RELATIONS 

SURVIVAL STRING BAND 

THE HIRED HANDS 

THRIFT BROTHERS & EVE 

TOM TRAVIS BLUEGRASS BAND 
WHITE LIGHTENING 

WREKIN HAVOC BLUEGRASS BAND 


Sussex 
Edinburgh 
Leeds 
Northants 
Bristol 
Leeds 
Bournmouth 
Manchester 
Liverpool 


Redcar Teltord 


Manchester 


CONTACT: 
TOM TRAVIS 
IVY COTTAGE. 
BACK ROWARTH 
ROWARTH, SK 12 SED. 


TELEPHONE 
04574 61789 


SHADES OF GREEN 


@ Country songbird Sandy Kelly flys to America this 
month to represent Ireland at the ‘Fan Fair Festival’ in 
Nashville. The Sligo born singer was thrilled with the 
news that this years gala show will be hosted by Randy 
Travis, Sandy is no stranger to major international 
events, along with her sister Barbara, and two cousins 
and known as ‘The Duskey’s’ they represented Ireland 
inthe 1983 Eurovision Song Contest, which was staged 
that year in Harrowgate. Then along with husband 
Michael, they moved into the country market by 
launching the Sandy Kelly Band, and met with almost 
instant success, recording a duet with Big Tom, anda 
solo country album for CBS Records. her real moment of 
glory was the 1985 Euro Country Music Masters, in 
Belgium. Since then Sandy has enjoyed her share of the 
country spotlight, with several TV Specials for RTE, and 
several yearly British tours. Sandy Kelly recently signed 
with top Irish country promoter Ciaran Kavanagh who 
has a new recording deal with K-tel, who rush-released 
her debut single for the label ‘Crazy’, and at the end of 
March when she joined Tammy Wynette, Buck Owens, 
Jessi Coulter, Waylon Jennings, and Ray Lynam at the 
‘International Country Music Festival’ at Dublin's Point ° 
depot. On her return from Nashville Sandy will be back 
into the studio to record a long awaited new country 
album, which will be aimed not just at the Irish market, 
but also at the British country market. With her style, and 
stage appearance Sandy Kelly seems set to become 
lreland’s latest ‘Queen of Country’. 


@ Just back from Nashville where he recorded a new 
album is country hero Danie! O'Donnell. the Donegal 
born singer is to record a new major country series for 
RTE which will be screened in the Autumn. His TV 
special was such a success says producer John 
McColgan that RTE were keen on a series. Back in the 
70’s Daniel's sister Margo also had a series on RTE. 


@ Mary Duff is currently enjoying good media attention 
with her latest ‘Going Gone’, but she faces stiff 
competition from the charming Louise Morrissey with 
‘Someone Just Like You’ and also from new name 
Maureen Smith who issued ‘Last Time’ as her debut 
release. Monaghan based trio The Outlaws show much 
potential with ‘I’m Single’ which has made the 2FM 
playlist. Willie McCarthy and his band is also enjoying 
much attention with this latest EP ‘Falling In Love’. Two 
albums with royalties going to charity the first a fourteen 
track collection ‘Harmony-The Rehab Album’ with 


10 Kitchener Street 
Belfast BT12 6LE 
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KY FSP 0232 240415 


Mary Duff = 


artists Daniel O’Donnell and Susan McCann in action, 
and for ‘People in Need’ another fourteen track cassette 
‘Straight from the Heart’ with hit songs sung by T.R. 
Dallas, Ray Lynam, Brendan Shine, etc. 


@ Radio 2FM celebrated their 1 Oth birthday, with Daniel 
O'Donnell as the most requested artist on the station 
playlist. In the new schedule ‘The Alan Corcorcan 
Show’, hosted by Alan and Brian Carthy now moved toa 
new time slot on air, with the top Irish sounds from 
6.00pm till 8.00pm each Saturday and Sunday evening. 
After sixteen years Big Tom and his Mighty Mainliners 
are to reform for a summer tour. The band were the 
number one country name during the 60's and early 
70's before Tom moved on to form ‘The Travellers’. 


Meanwhile a distant cousin of Daniel's, lovely Maureen 
Boyle, is enjoying a share of the local spotlight. the 18 
year old singer has recorded a demo tape in Central 
Studio, Athlone, and is currently seeking a recording 
company. Any label interested can contact the lass at 
Loughanure, Annagry, Co. Donegal. 


@ Anewcompany set up called ‘Irish Music Export’ 
who will inform and post off the latest Irish sounds on 
disc and video to any part of the globe. For further info 
just send a 27p S.A.E. to Irish Music Export, P.O. Box 
2525, Sutton, Co. Dublin. Someone recently asked me 
who has enjoyed more comebacks Larry Cunningham 


or Frank Sinatra? 


@ Another new country name seeking fame is the 18 
year old from Monaghan, Joe Murray. A good singer, but 
sadly almost a carbon copy of Daniel O'Donnefl the 
same songs, and the same style. 


‘Bunbeg’ Letterkenny, 
Co. Donegal 


KY FSP 07531176 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


SOUTHERN STYLE 


@ Once again, thanks to Janice, Rosemarie, John, et 
al, | spent a fairly busy month at some super gigs. 
Notably several Foster Boys gigs not only at 
Southampton's Wildwood South CMC where the hall 
was overflowing with their many supporters, from 
Bridgewater (Somerset), Andover (Hants) London etc 
etc, but also at The Lost Leaders Club at Park Gate 
British Legion where the band pulled in another good 
crowd . . . then again at Kinson’s Silver Dollar MK II near 
Bournemouth at the Civil Service Club in Milhams Lane. 
The latter two dates were impressive since the flag- 
wavers and pistol shooting element was absent. so was 
able to confirm that the Foster Boys, with the great 
personality of Noel Dillon out front, are in fact a fine 
‘country’ band, because, if like me, the somewhat 
bloodthirsty, Civil War songs aren’t your cup of tea (I 
mean , do you believe anyone had fun at the Battle of 
Bull Run?) . . . but aside from that | have to admit, Noels 
song-writing talents are excellent and the lad confessed 
to still being ‘enthusiastic’ after I'd quizzed him at Kinson 
on the fact his ‘act’ invariably features the same jokes 
and gags etc and I’m now looking forward to my next 
helping of this fine band! 


@ Mention of the Kinson Club recalls to mind a great 
Dixie and Allon gig there . . . despite the trauma of their 
caravan being written off by an idiot driver (while it was 
parked, would you believe) they were in great form, and 
again this nice little club was packed, (quite normal 
these days). Up front Gerry Hockey info’s they have 


HOME COUNTIES 


@ Recently back from America Mac Bailey formed a 
band locally to play at the Fort Worth C.M.C. Mac has 
plans to return to Nashville to guest on three TV shows 
to coincide with the release of his first single over there, 
called ‘Pocket Change’. The release of his album, which 
includes some of Mac’s own compositions, will follow. A 
cassette of this album was on sale already that night at 
the Fort Worth Club. 


@ Pinkerton’s Colours the next group to play at this 
club, were more up my street. Their close harmony was 
very pleasing - songs like ‘For Ever and Ever, Amen’ 
and ‘Velvet Chains’ reminded me of their good opening 
spot at Wembley . . . Ricky Skaggs ‘Honey’ and Steve 
Earle’s ‘Hillbilly Highway’ also part of their set and the 
Virginia Reel’ medley kept the dancers feet busy on the 
floor. 


@ Norman Mourant and the OTT Band drew a lot of 
guests to The Outpost C.M.C. at Yateley. Norman was 
more chatty there than I’ve heard him before, telling 
many funny stories and jokes, but | thought he was at his 
best singing ‘Why Me Lord’ and ‘Seven Spanish 
Angels’. The line-up of the band had changed slightly as 
‘Swampie’ the drummer had to pull out and Chas 
Bartlett has taken his place - long time friend and lead 
guitar player, Eddie Austin, has been with Norman for 19 
years and is still the ‘backbone’ of the band. Noddy 


SOUTH EAST 


@ Jamboree ’89 is now a fact and possibly over by the 
time you read this and no doubt established as the Major 
British Festival. This will hopefully become an annual 
event which will be a fitting start to the Festival season. 
The week following the Jamboree the Harlow Festival 
takes place with as usual line up of good British acts. 
The first weekend of July the Good ‘N’ Country festival 
takes place at Beltring near Maidstone, proceeds of the 
Festival are in aid of the Spastics society. If you want 
further details or tickets then call (0622) 44491. 


@ | recently came across a young female country singer 
who could well have a bright future given the right 
management and the right contacts. Her name Helen 
Trilby, from the Romford area. Helen handles Billie Jo 
Spears and Tammy Wynette hit songs with ease but 
particularly enjoys singing Patsy Cline material. But | 
think if she wants to make a name for herself (and she 
can do) she should sing more songs that she can 
comfortably sing. | also think she should think about 
changing her name to something more in keeping with 
her act. This might seem like a list of criticism but it’s 


~* meant to be constructive. 


@ | was at the Circle Double ‘E’ Club (Strood) recently, 
when Jeannie Sinclair was performing, her voice is still 
as beautiful as ever! This club is a very friendly anda 
weil run venue with a good atmosphere. It was nice to 
see that they welcomed children and was very much a 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


Nashville 
Fever, Lone 
Star Flyers, 
Montana 
Country and 
Hobo booked. Nice - 
to see ‘local’ personalities 
tooat Kinson... includina Colin and Ross from 
Bournemouth’s Radio 2CR whose Wednesday Country 
and Sundays shows going great guns . . . the gospel 
side has really taken off too! | renewed acquaintence 
with country artist Ken Goodman who is back on the 
scene and looking for work ‘anywhere’ . . . areally smart 
lad with a fine voice and own backing gear, | knew and 
admired Ken some years back in my agency days . . . his 
phone number is 0425 616010. 


@ OK.. .way over at Portsmouth's Blue Lagoon at 
Hilsea, the home of the Portsmouth CMC. . . that lovely 
feller Al Barrett and his Band gave everyone a treat... 
Al's voice as always, very impressive and his backing 
first-class . .. Dave Hayward on steel being outstanding 
although | got the impression that many punters there 
hadn't heard of ‘em before I’m sure their rebooking will 
please plenty of them! 


@ Jeannie Sinclair and Stateside Band were also in top 
form, the lady having finally got rid of her throat 
problems, must say her evening of mostly ‘Western 
Swing’ style had the packed club on the floor from the 
first song. 


Harris 
completes 
the line up 
on bass. 
Norman and the 
OTT Band are 
planning to travel the 

whole of the UK for a year, so 

take note you Northerners, this band is well 
worth a booking. 


@ Every Tuesday at Hounslow F.C. there is a club 
called ‘Four on the Floor’. This must be one of the oldest 
CMC’s as they celebrate 22 years of country music 
meetings which originally started off by playing country 
music records. The night | went the new band ‘Hired 
Hands’ played their own brand of music. Peter Hamilton, 
lead singer and rhythm guitar, also plays the accordian. 
His deep voice would be well at home in ‘The Black and 
White Minstrel Show’! He also writes his own songs, a 
couple that impressed me being ‘Six Good Looking 
Women’ and ‘Lolita’. Lee Neale played a good lead 
guitar, Graeme McCabe on drums also takes his turn on 
lead vocals, Stewart bass and vocals and Jimmy plays 
the fiddle very well. | was pleased to nominate this band 
to represent my region at the Grantham Jamboree on 
Monday. They are a young enthusiastic group who will 
do very well. 


family affair. It was also nice to see other club members 
in attendance including Frank from the Blue Montana 
Skies C.M.C. at Chatham. | also met up with Val Rogers 
who | had not seen for a long time, many people will 
remember Val used to be a regular assistant on Larry 
Adams show on BBC Radio Kent. This club is well worth 
a visit if you are in the area. 


@ | note this month USA act Joe Sunis touring with one 
of our local bands Memphis Roots. The dates of interest 
in this area are the Redbridge C.M.C. at Dagenham, the 
Wagon Wheel! C.M.C. at North Cheam and the Virginian 
C.M.C. Eltham. 


@ Thats the space filled for this month, as always you 


can contact me at the address below. 


3 Woolage Green 
Canterbury CT4 6SF 


KEY, FSX 0304 830627 


@ Spare Wheel. . . from Drogheda, Ireland, are fast 
making a name locally as their gig at Portsmouth 
showed . . . thanks to Harry Burstow for info received in 
my absence. . . and with three quarters of the outfit 
being former ‘Cotton Mill Boys’ they had reputation to 
live up to and good harmony, a sence of humour, and 
that ‘rapport’ with the punters ensured they keptit.. . 
Portsmouth’s ‘guvnor’ Derek Harper info'’s me about the 
re-opening of the long Pyramids complex on Southsea 
‘prom’ in July . . .agreat band every week. Acts fixed so 
far include Pinkerton’s Colours, Indiana, Greta and the 
Strayshots, Freddie Jameson and Convoy .. . Derek 
wishes to stress that none of this will affect the regular 
Monday evenings at the Blue Lagoon venue at Hilsea 
(still one of my own personal favourite venues if that 
counts for anything). Right . . . where else? I've already 
mentioned, earlier, the Wildwood South CMC at 
Millbrook School, Southampton . . . another good night 
musically if not in numbers | found Al Cody and Clovis 
there . . . although numbers did gradually pile up in the 
end. One of the largest running outfits to visit us. Clovis 
set high standards and have originality . . . Al also trots 
out new versions of ‘oldies’ and ideally says he'd like to 
try the concert and cabaret circuits at some future 
date . . . expressing a certain disenchantment with the 
‘same old dance’ style bookings. He must have been 
even more depressed the following Thursday at the 
Lady Mayoress’s Charity Country night at 
Southamptons Guildhall, when a disasterously small 
crowd enjoyed Clovis (was it wise to have ‘em twice 
within six days?) plus a bunch of top local dubbed 
‘Wildwood South’ for the night and ace ‘caller’ Gerry 
Plummer with his square dance disco (which was a 
brave try but conditions and the size of the place were 
against them) and | think Reg deserved a medal for 
bravery! . . . Hopefully the Joe Sun/Memphis Roots 


@ | saw Pinto Bennett and his Famous Mote! Cowboys 
on one of their last touring dates when they appeared at 
the H-Bar-C C.M.C. in Wokingham. That night, because 
of acold and tiredness, Pinto had lost his now famous 
‘howling’ sound but their performance was, 
nevertheless, splendid. I’m pleased to hear that they will 
be back in the Summer and at the H-Bar-C on 17th 
August. 


@ George Moody drew another full house to this club. 
His laid back kind of music, with many familiar standards 
has made him many fans - songs made famous by 
Foster and Allen and Raymond Froggatt were included 
in his programme. 


@ American Jim Glazer brought with him on tour two of 
his long standing friends - Steve Hembree (lead guitar) 
and Paul Gauvin (accoustic guitar) and both did a very 
good harmony. The night at the H-Bar-C started off with 
a set by the British trio Country Dawn, (Dez, Belinda and 
Alec). They've been together for three years and played 
a lot of good material . . . Jim Glazer took us back down 
‘Memory Lane’ to the 50’s with the classic ‘El Paso’ and 
numbers he recorded with his brothers including their 
No.1 hit ‘Loving Her Was Easier’ plus tributes to Bob 
Wills and Marty Robbins. It was a very successful 
evening. Deep voiced Kelvin Henderson offered many 
easy going traditional country songs at this club before 
they entertained passengers on atrip on the ‘Olau Line’ 
ferry from Sheerness to Vlissingen (Holland) and back. 
Kelvin info’s he’s working on his 10th album which he 
hopes to record soon and he and his band will be 
representing Britain at a big country festival in Austria in 
June. 


package along with back-up from the Hank Dalton 
Country Band at the Guildhall on Friday June 23rd will 
have put the place on the map . . . Before leaving 
Wildwood South CMC | note Reg, Lodge's latest 
Newsletter has some pungent comments about the 
state of things near and far but the lad also has that 
‘dream’ of the club’s own custom built venue well to the 
fore and things might will be moving in that direction. 


@ Over to the Lost Leaders Club at Park Gate British, 
Legion a group called ‘2nd Time Around’ offered nicely 
done standards, a band I'd not seen or heard of (they 
only live two miles from the club!) they had good lead 
vocals and backing but they blotted their copybook and 
sent my friends and | home early by including ‘Viva 
Espana’ and. . . would you believe? . . . ‘My Brother 
Sylvest’, | can however think of several ‘local’ clubs 
where they'd 'go’ so | also saw, ‘Indiana’ at the Lost 
Leaders .. . a different line-up from the award winners 
show at the Guildhall in January ‘cos they started OK but 
because mediocre as the night wore on! Can'tjust be my 
advancing age ‘cos | wasn'talone! Still a very good club 
to go to on a Sunday (but watch it Basil!) Well. time and 
space being the usual enemies here goes for the run-up 
to ‘The End’... | seem to be not getting any news from 
Chichester CMC of late . . . but their March issue 
newsletter says ‘Future Bands: Rio, Bill Conlan and 
Emerald, Georgia, Brazil Band. Jim Ryder. Kentucky 
Gold, Tulsa Time, Bandana, Dave Bryan Band anda 
provisional date for Justin Tubb along with Manson 
grant and The Dynamos! 


15 Crichton House, 
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@ | went to two completely sold out houses for Daniel 
O'Donnell concerts at The Hexagon in Reading and the 
Civic Hall in Guildford. When Daniel performs, you can 
get the impression that he is singing just for you - there 
were toddlers, teenagers, adults and even ‘grannies’. A 
man at the Guildford Show was celebrating his 90th 
birthday and Daniel came down off the stage to 
personally wish him a happy birthday. the people loved 
him and Daniel appears to love his fans. Standing 
ovations followed both performances and when | left 
well after midnight the queues of people were still there 
waiting for his autograph. 


@ The Civic Hall in Camberley proved a country music 
venue when Memphis Roots were one of the visiting 
groups, brilliant harmonies. Memphis Roots have 
recorded a new tape called ‘One Step Forward’ which 
will be released by the time this is published. Frank 
Jennings and The Syndicate the other group on the bill 
had a hard job to follow those superb musicians. Frank 
kept his audience amused by cracking a few jokes and 
singing well known standards. It turned out to be a very 
entertaining night - ashame there were not more people 
to enjoy it! 
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@ Following the demise of the Gypsies Green Festival, 
former Alma Jamboree organizers Paul Templeman 
and Leslie Herron have hastily arranged an event at 
Newcastle Playhouse on June 24th — 25th. Among acts 
down to appear are Shakedown, Bullet, Diesel 
Cowboys, Collier, Dixon Line, Cross Country, Stu. Page 
and Remuda, plus others. 


@ Disappointing audiences at my favourite venue when 
two masters of their art visited Guisboro,Quoits Club. 
Bruce Caulkin took lead vocals on the newer country 
songs including ‘It Won't Hurt’ and ‘Does Fort Worth 
Ever Cross Your Mind’ but it was the old Bob McKinlay 
classics that stirred the bones. His recent voice training 
sessions appear to have eradicated the throat 
problems, ‘I’ve never heard him better’. 


@ Gentleman George Moody and The Country Squires 
impeccable performance at the Quoits surpassed any 
show I've seen for ages. Spot on with a nice crisp, clean 
sound, excellent timing and presentation with lots of 
catchy, appealing songs throughout the evening made 
for compulsive listening, An influx of newer numbers and 
alternative vocals from new recruit Kelly Jackson gave a 
nice blend and overall balance to the Squires. Young 
Kelly proved he was no slouch on lead guitar. Georges 
professional performance and punchy music was 
greeted just as warmly at Dormans Athletic Club, 
Middlesbro. 
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@ Three 
new 
Thursday 
venues have 
opened up this 
month. The Cleveland 
Inn, Normanby (weekly) 
has local singers. Ben Swales, 
Cliff Healey, Del Martin and lan Wilkinsons duo kept the 
opening night customers entertained. 


@ ‘Cross Country’ set the wheels in motion at New 
Marske Institute. A venue with good prospects on this 
showing, further details from Brian Adams on 0642 474 
849. 

@ ‘Shakedowns’ Jimmy Farrer was impressed with the 
setup at Tockets Mill Caravan Park, Guisboro, when his 
band attracted a good opening night crowd an added 
attraction for visitors at Tockets is the working water mill! 


@ A good crowd was swelled by celebrating lead 
guitarist Steve Farrows family group for his engagement 
to Katrina Soakal, when Shakedown played at Marskes 
Zetland Hotel. 


@ The band have added several new songs to their 
repetoire. Steves ‘All My Exs Live In Texas’ and brother 
Tonys ‘1982' spring to mind. Jimmys ‘Neons and Dust’ 
has added a Tex Mex flavour. 


@ It’s good to report that club 
information is being sent to me at 
long last. If you have any news 
concerning your Country and 
Western Club or any Country Show 
you may be involved in, please let 
me know about it and | will do my 
best to either come along 
personally and, or report on it in 
Scot's Scene. 


® Matt Girvan, who is Secretary of 
the Rodeo CMC, informs me that 
contrary to rumours his club is doing 
very well in their base in Skelmorlie. 
Matt tells me that they will be 
celebrating their 10th Anniversary 
later this year when the band will be 
Trampas, who have just been voted 
the club’s Band of the Year they 
were also the first band ever to 
appear at the club. 


@ A short visit to the Highlands from Sarah Jory was 
much enjoyed by all who heard her. She has developed 
a strong quality to her vocals and has a good rapport 
with the audience. Unfortunately this is to be her only 
visit to Scotland this year, but | look forward to her 
returning with her band in July 1990 


@ Alsomaking abig impression on Scottish audiences, 
on his first visit was Irishman Mick Flavin, Backed by an 
excellent four piece band Mick has a fantastic repertoire 
of pure country material ranging from old time to 
modern. His introductory tour certainly created quite a 
buzz and | again look forward to his return visit. 


@ Brendan Shine and the ‘Superband’ provided their 
usual highly entertaining show, this year complemented 
by the addition of John C King with his Family band who 
help to keep the country music theme to the fore. John 
continues to pick up awards and accolades, much to the 
delight of his many fans who all agree that no one is 
more deserving than the hard working Irishman. 


@ Abrilliant show from Bob McKinlay and his band. Bob 
tells me that he does not tour anymore — he only does 
long hauls — it was a long one to Inverness, but a great 
treat for local country music lovers. 


@ It is always great to see and hear the home grown 
talent of Thurso’s Silver Dollar. | find their fantastic 
selection of material presented with ‘no fuss’ a delight to 
the ear. 


@ Short and sweet is the order of this month, | am so 
late if this makes the publishing, | shall believe that 
miracles do happen! Don’t forget to keep me posted on 
what is new or scandalous in your corner. 


@ Applejack appeared before a very noisy 
Middlesbrough Cycling Club and I'd credit the 
experience of Kevin Raymond for seeing young Becky 
and Jo-Ann through a difficult situation. Lots of potential 
within this trio, but Jo-Ann has decided life on the roadis 
not for her. | hope she has a change of heart for the 
sibling harmonies of these delightful sisters are very 
reminiscent of Naomi and Wynnona (the Judds). Their 
debut cassette just on release, could well now become a 
collectors item! 


@ Elsewhere in the area, ‘Slightly Faded’ gave a good 
account of themselves at Lanchesters ‘Outlaws’ C.M.C. 
Back on the road again T.P. Stubbs Bar Room Band 
were fantastic, Mel Hagues young band too did ‘The 
Outlaws’ proud. Liverpool's Paddy Kelly band featured 
young Mark Scott on lead who at 18 is probably one of 
the best prospects in British country music . . .and Dean 
Solomon's Band had Bowburns Lazy ‘C’ members 
entertained from the off. Updating some of his material, 
Dean included ‘Wonderful Tonight’ and ‘Guitar Man Out 
Of Control’ Star spot of the Irish C.M. show served up by 
the T.R. Dallas Band was the superb voice of keyboard 
player Olivia Murphey. Covering songs from Reba 
McEntire and Stella Parton this is a young lady destined 
for bigger things. Mike De Vines careful use of backing 
tapes supplemented his good voice at Crooks Farrahs 
Arms and Ed Mitchell plus Nicki Dee entertained well at 
Crook Cricket Clubs Charity night. 


@ ‘Stroller’ guested at the Barnard Castle’s Glaxo Club 
displaying some of the faster modern country sounds. 
Very few standards from this highly talented group that 


@ |'mtold Stoney Broke played the Yellow Rose Club in 
Johnston recently and went over very well . . . 
meanwhile, | went along to the Countryside Inn, Rolin 
Road End to have a listen to what | thought was a new 
band, ‘Wyoming’ but it turned out they were some old 
friends of mine, Bob Norris (Bass), Jim Rankin (Lead 
Guitar), John F. Stone (Lead vocals) and John’s son 
Aaron on drums. Although they sounded a bit ragged 
through lack of practise, the crowd loved them. 


@ Bluegrass band ‘High Country’ played their only 
Scottish gig in the Navaar House Hotel in Penicuik, 
where they packed the hall. Organiser Dave Logan tells 
me that this was his busiest show so far. The band's line 
up was: Butch Waller (Mandolin and Vocals), Larry 
Cohea (Banjo and Vocals), Steve Pottier (Bass), Ed Neff 
(Fiddle, Mandolin and Vocals), Jim Minton (Lead 
Vocals, Guitar and Dobro). They featured mainly songs 
from their latest Album ‘Blue Highway’, but | was equally 
impressed with the support band ‘Suburban Edge’ from 
the Perth area. 


@ Bob McKinley's Band played a short tour of Scotland. 
They put on excellent shows at Dumfries, Edinburgh 
and Inverness. Bob had a very good cassette on sale, 
entitled ‘Once More’ .. . The Tucson CMC Edinburgh 
have recently played host at their Berry Suite 
headquarters to T.R. Dallas and The Dallas Band, 
Reno, Dixie and the Bob McKinley Band. This was the 
first time | had heard Dixie this year and they have 
improved immensely. 
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included some brilliant lead guitar work from former 
‘Poacher’ Adrian Hart . .. Mike Devine provided the 
music for a Charity night in the Glaxo lounge that raised 
over £200 for the Cockfield Heart Machine Appeal. 
Don't forget Teesdales 3rd C.M. Festival at the Glaxo 
Club this month. All proceeds from this June 11th Show 
goes to the Martin House Childrens Hospital, Wetherby, 
a home for terminally ill children and their families. Hope 
to see everyone there supporting this worthy cause and 
enjoying the country sounds of Campbells Country, out 
of hand, Joe E Hamilton and High Chapperall, Randy 
Blue and Deepwater plus many others. 


@ In appreciation of the outstanding listening order at 
Loftus Cricket Club, Art Marshall dispensed with the 
electronics and sounded better for it . .. Kimmie Rhodes 
was a recent visitor to Stan Laundons Radio Cleveland 
Country Time Show. | understand via Stan that Joe 
Brown is putting together a touring band this month... . 
newcomer Geoff Butterfield is seeking work in the 
country music field, Geoff is in residence at Hartlepools 
Touchdown Hotel . . . Finally, Applejack strolled around 
the concert room playing by candle light as a power 
failure hit Shotton Colliery W.M.C. 


® |fanyone was wondering, Mays edition, page 8 photo 
captioned ‘will she get to the jamboree in time’, 
thankfully yes she did, minus the bike. | know, | was 
there. 
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@ Elgin based Reno have a new four track single on 
sale at their gigs. It includes one good original song by 
lead singer Ronnie Thain. Also in town lately P.T. 
Christie put on a very good show in the plush Tartan 
Club. 


@ I've had a letter from Illinois based singer-songwriter 
Jerry Hanlon. Jerry tells me that he’s planning a visit to 
Ireland later this year, but is also looking for bookings in 
Scotland. He enclosed a copy of his single ‘The Last 
Letter / T. For Texas’, it’s pretty good too. 


@ When | was at the CMRU House Party | met singer- 
songwriter Peter J. Stone from Tain in the North of 
Scotland. Peter gave me a copy of his new tape ‘Written 
in Stone’ to take home with me. itis a very well produced 
tape and offers a pleasent mixture of mostly well known 
ballads. Peter has a slightly unusual voice which | feel 
could be commercial. There are a lot of well known 
names playing on the tape — lan Harris and Dave 
Sinton (ex-Gambler) and Alan thompson and Findlay 
Grant (ex-Colorado). 


@ Incidentallty the Tucson CMC and Penville CMC both 
still struggle on. Numbers have picked up a little, so if 
you want to see the continuance of two of the most 
established Country Music clubs in the Edinburgh area 
it’s up to you, the local fans, to go along and support 
them. 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


BIDDSC.M.C. Saturdays 
Sutherland Road, Longton, Stoke- 
On-Trent, Staffs. 


3 Johnny Carter and Hurricane 
Ridge. 10 Jon Derek and Country 
Fever. 17 Campbells Country. 

24 Dillinger. 


BIG IRON CMC 
Blaenrhondda Sociai 
Club. Monthly 


16 Memphis Short and Grand 
Canyon. 


GLASGOW’S GRAND OLE OPRY 
2/4 Govan Road, Paisley Road Toll 
Glasgow Frids, Sats. Suns 


2 Jean Shepard and Gerry Ford and 
Ford Country Band. 3 Gordie West. 
4 Country Cousins. 9 Gambler. 

10 Trampas. 11 Joe Sun and 
Memphis Roots. 16 Campbell's 
Country. 

17 Hillsiders. 18 Silver Sun. 

23 Rodeo. 24 Gerry Ford and Ford 
Country Band. 25 Pridesman. 

30 Emerald. 


CHANGE OF VENUE 

ALAMO C & W.C. 

Cleveland Arms, Junction of 
Willenhall Road and Stowheath 
Lane, Wolverhampton. Weekly— 
Thurs. 

1 Memphis Short. 8 Steve 
Raymond Band. 15 T.B.A. 

22 Yellow Rose Band. 29 Country 
Rebs. 


NORTH HEATH C.M.C. Weekly 
Social Club, 8 Mill Road, Erith, Kent. 


4 Julie Byrne. 11 Salt Box Band. 
18 Cheyenne. 25 Nashville Fever. 


ROUND UP 


can be delivered 
with your mail, on or 
about the 1st of every month 


Annual Rates 


BRITISH ISLES ... £13 
EUROPE/REP IRELAND ... £16 
AMERICA/CANADA 
(Air Mail) ... £18.50 (Sterling) 


Send your name and address 
together with cheque/PO payable to: 


Country Music Round Up 
Publishing Company 
286/287 High Street 

(Upper Precinct) 

Lincoln LN2 1AL, England 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


PREVIEW 


SILVERADO C.M.C. Wednesdays 
Salisbury Conservative Club, Badger 
Street, Bury, Lancs. 


7 Billy Williams and Houston. 

14 (Double Bill) Rivendel Country 
and Charlie Landsborough. 

21 Kicking The Dust. 28 Dillinger. 


DOUBLE K 
Hotel Embassy, Newbridge, 
Dumfries. Monthly Sundays 


25 John C King and Family band plus 


Sarah Jory. 


FIGHTING COCK 


Monteney Crescent, Ecclesfield, 
Sheffield. Saturdays and 
Wednesdays. 


3 John Wood. 7 Tony Goodacre. 


10 Jenny Anderson. 14 Jeff Cliffson. 


17 Easy Rider. 21 Jodie Sinclair. 
24 Peter Kane. 28 Ben Sherman. 


SOUTHERN STAR C & WC 
Racers Hotel, Whitletts Road, 
Ayr.Wednesdays. 


7 Alamo. 14 Gambler. 21 Country 
Pride. 28 Stoneybroke. 


CADES COUNTY C.M.C. 
Shireoaks MW, Shireoaks, 
Nr Worksop, Notts. Fridays. 


2 West Virginia. 9 Collier Dixon Line. 


16 Slightly Faded. 23 Silver Threads. 


30 Ilona and Andy. 


YELLOW ROSE C & W.C. 

c/o The Keanie Club, 
Auchenlodment Road, Johnstone, 
Renfrewshire. Sundays 


4 Stoneybroke. 11 T.B.A. 
18 Route 65. 25 Alamo. 


TUCSON C.M.C. Mondays 
The Berry Suite, Abbey Lane, 
Edinburgh. 


5 Gordie West, Terry Daniels, Wild 
Rose Country (Canada). 12 Key 
West. 19 The Hillsiders. 26 Jack 
Easy. 


MUSTANG C.M.C. Mondays 
The Paddocks, Long Road, Canvey 
Island, Essex. 


5 Maggie and Tennessee Express. 


12 Billy Finnegan and Stagecoach. 
19 Rio. 26 Bill Conion and Emerald. 


GO COUNTRY CLUB 

Glaxo Sports and Social Club, 
Harmire Road, Barnard Castle, Co. 
Durham. 1st Sunday. 


11 (3rd Teesdale Festival of Country 


Music) Joe E Hamilton and High 
Chapperal, Out Of Hand, Prediction, 


Blue and Deep Water, Key West. 


OUTLAWS C.M.C. Saturdays 
Lanchester Soc. Club, Newbiggin 
Road, Lanchester, Co. Durham. 


3 Out Of Hand. 10 Joe E. Hamilton 
and High Chapperal. 17 Keith 
Manifold Band. 24 J.C. King Family 
Band. 


ELGINC & WC 
St Leonards Hotel, Duff Ave, Elgin 
Fortnightly 


8 Dave Sheriff and Nikki Clark. 
22 Maggie and Tennessee Express. 


WILDWOOD SOUTH C.M.C. 
Millbrook School, Lower Brownhill 
Road, Maybush, Southampton 
Saturdays. 

3 Lone Star Flyers. 10 Dave Bryan 
Band. 17 Four Wheel Drive. 

24 Rogue Band.23 SPECIAL: Joe 
Sun, Memphis Roots and Hank 
Dalton’s Country Band at 
Southampton Guildhall. 


H.L.C.C.M.C. Friday 
Harrogate Leisure Centre, Beech 
Avenue, Off Leeds Road, Harrogate. 


2 Johnny Blue and Arizona County. 


NIGHTRIDERS (LEEDS) C.M.C. 
(Special Independence Day 
Concert), Metro-Swinegate. 


Friday 30 Maddison County Band, 
D A Band plus Nightriders 
Western Show Team plus Miss 
Nightrider ’89. 


ROMILEY FORUM 
Compstall Road, Romiley, Stockport. 
3rd Sunday (lunchtime) 


18 Stroller plus Shack Band. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


SUN VISOR. ::5 


Send Cheque/P.0. to Country Music Round Up (Visor Offer) 
286/287 High Street (Upper Precinct) LINCOLN LN2 1AL 


THE WELCOME C.M.C. Sundays 


Street, Leigh, Lancs. 


Band. 11 The Duke Boys. 18 Roger 
Humphries and Bite The Bullet. 
25 T.B.A. 


WAYLAND C.N.A. 
Queens Hall, Watton, Norfolk. 
Fortnightly Saturdays 


17 Sylvie and Sylva Dollar Band 
(Carnival Day). 


HIGH LANE C.M.C. 

High Lane Conservative Club, 
Buxton Road, High Lane, Stockport 
Saturdays plus Special Show. 


3 Joe Sun from America plus 


Memphis Roots. 10 Cross Country. 
17 Sonny Curtis from America plus 
Kelvin Henderson Band,. 24 Kenny 


Johnson and North Wind. 


BREDBURY C.M.C. 
‘The Rat Pit’, Bents Lane, Bredbury, 
Stockport. Saturdays 


10 Dillinger. 


NIGHTRIDERS (LEEDS) C.M.C. 
St. James Social Club, St. James 
Hospital, Leeds. Thursdays. 


1 Jennie Anderson. 8 Lazy Daisy. 
15 Clarke Brothers. 22 Hank 
Rogers and Wild Bill Sykes. 

29 Roger Humphries. 


HARROGATE C.M.C. 
Harrogate Football Club, Wetherby 
Road, Harrogate. Alt Wednesdays. 


7 Tony C. Weston. 21 Paul Allen. 


etch ELM 


RLU FTUISIC Remy 


Leigh Harriers Athletic Club, Charles 


4 Tony Donnelly and The Up-Down 


INVERNESS C & WC 
Park Suite, Inverness Ice Centre, 
Inverness. Tuesdays. 


6 Maggie and Tennessee Express 
plus The Carol Silver Band. 13 Jolene 
and Barry plus Johnny Bremner. 

20 Alamo. 27 Clovis. 


COLCHESTER C.M.C. 
Woods Leisure Centre, Essex. 
1st and 3rd Thursdays. 


1 George Moody and the Country 
Squires. 15 Firewater. 


HAZEL GROVE C.M.C. Sundays 
Reform Club, Napier St, Hazel 
Grove, Stockport, Cheshire 


4 Pete Naden Band. 11 Collier Dixon 
Line. 18 Dillinger (8th Anniversary 
show). 25 Borderline. 


YORK C.M.C. Thursdays 
York City Arms Sports Club, Fawcett 
Street, York. 


1 Indiana. 8 Steel and McCashin. 
15 Out Of Hand. 22 Jolene and Barry. 
29 Pete Naden Band. 


HOYLAND C.M.C. — Sundays 
The Welcome Inn, Barber St., 
Hoyland, Bamsley, S. Yorkshire. 


4 Mick and Mert Trio. 11 Wildfire. 
18 T.B.A. 25 Pinkerton’s Colours. 


INDIBOBS C.M.C. = Thursdays 
The Terrace Lodge, King Street, 
Dawley, Telford, Shropshire. 


1 West Virginia. 8 The Foster Boys. 
15 Dillinger. 22 Pinkerton’s 
Colours. 29 Johnny Carter and 
Hurricane Ridge. 


ROSSINGTON LABOUR CLUB 
Gattison Lane, Rossington, 
Doncaster, S. Yorks. Mondays. 


5 Pinkerton Assorted Colours. 

12 Rivendel Country. 19 Billy 
Finnigan and Stagecoach. 26 John 
Aston Trio. 


FORTWORTH CMC 
Woking Football Club, Kingfield, 
Woking. Fortnightly Fridays. 


9 Norman Mourant and O.T.T. Band. 
23 Dave Lord and Country Gold. 


PONDEROSA C & W.C. 
The Pine Mine, Ipswich Street, 
Stowmarket, Suffolk. Fridays 


3 Davekeen Band. 9 Johnny Carter 
and Hurricane Ridge. 16 Les Close 
Band. 23 Tony Rouse Band. 

30 Clancy. 


BORDER C.M.C. 2nd Tuesday 
Black & Gold Social Club, Sheilfield 
Park, Tweedmouth, Berwick-On- 
Tweed. 


13 Gordie West Road Show. 


LAZYACRE C.M.C. 


CACTUS JACKS 
Workington British Legion, 
Workington. Friday. 


30 Hank Hillman and Hole in the 
Wall Gang 


Are you selling Britain's 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP 


For details of 
special club rates 


(0522) 541546 
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